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from the URA board 

Alick Siu          Peter Miasek 

Jóska Zérczi          Donna Day 

Gene Genin          Mike Gannon 

Bill Bryans          Mary Caporusso 

Ken Ackles          Rick Tranquada 

Please join us for our January 

2020 meeting 

Date: January 6th 2020 (Monday) 

Time: 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm 

Venue: Pan Am Centre 

Topics: Markham Budget 2020 

 Winter Maintenance 

Speakers:  

Alice Lam, Senior Manager | Roads, Survey 

and Utility Division 

Morgan Jones, Director of Operation 

 

 

Transportation Workshop 

We would like to bring to your attention that on 

Wednesday January 22nd from 9 am to 12 pm there 

will be a Transportation Workshop during the Special 

Development Services Committee Meeting. The 

meeting will be held in Council Chambers at the 

Markham Civic Centre and is open to the public.  

Part of the February 3rd URA meeting will be 

dedicated to transportation in general and road 

widening in specific. Depending on progress and 

circumstances the URA will likely take a position on 

the 16th Avenue assessment report. 
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Markham Budget 2020 

Markham has conducted 9 budget meetings since 

September 2019 and 2 public meetings on November 

5th and November 26th. The final budget came 

before council on December 10th with a press 

conference on December 13th. 

The proposed 2020 budget summary  

  2019 2020 % Incr 

Operating Budget $218.26M $224.75M 2.97% 

Waterworks $131.92M $140.67M 6.63% 

Capital Budget $124.69M $112.91M -9.45% 

Library $  14.79M $  15.27M 3.24% 

Planning & Design $  10.50M $  11.86M 12.95% 

Engineering $    8.93M $  10.16M 13.77% 

Building Service $    9.33M $   9.47M 1.50% 

Total $519.78m $523.74M 0.76% 

The Operating Budget 2020 Highlight 

  2019 2020 % incr 

Total Revenue $233.04M $236.54M 3.50% 

Total Expenditure $233.04M $239.22M 6.18% 

    Personnel $136.03M $140.69M 4.66% 

    Non Personnel $  97.01M $ 98.53M 1.53% 

Shortfall   $ 11.86M 1.70% 

Infrastructure   $ 10.16M 0.50% 

Capital Budget 2020 Highlights 

New park design & construction (7.5 ha) $  22.3M 

Water system, meter replacement & upgrade $  13.6M 

Exterior & interior facility improvements $  12.4M 

Flood control system $  10.9M 

Asphalt resurfacing $    6.9M 

Streetlight design, construction, repair, replace $    3.7M 

New roads & sidewalks (4 Km) $    3.0M 

Library collection & e-resource $    2.9M 

Total capital budget $112.9M 

Project of Interest 

York Downs Park 0.37 ha (Completion Q4 2021) $  0.8M 

Markham Centre Trail (Phase 1 Construction) $   1.0M 

Markham Centre Trail (Phase 2 Design) $  200K 

Unionville Main Street Reconstruction (design)    $  496K 

Markville Secondary Plan (Service & environ)       $  443K 

Rouge Valley Trail Design (Kennedy Road North)  $  156K 

Bill 108 – Community Benefit Charge Bylaw          $  128K 

Markham Centre Library                                            $    71K 

The proposed Tax and Water Fee increase  

  % increase $ Increase 

Markham tax increase 2.20% $27  

York Region tax increase 2.96% $75  

Water & Wastewater Fee 7.80% $74  

Total $ Increase   $176  

For further information, please click 

https://www.markham.ca/wps/portal/home/about/city

-hall/property-tax-water-budgets-annual-reports 
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28 Main Street Unionville 

Development application by OnePiece 

Developments Inc. 

On the evening of November 25, Councillor Reid 

McAlpine arranged a neighbourhood meeting for the 

ongoing development application by OnePiece 

Developments for their site located at 28 Main Street 

Unionville. The site essentially fronts Enterprise 

Boulevard, flanks Unionville Main Street and is 

adjacent to the Amica building. A presentation was 

provided by Elver Pippo, the president of OnePiece.  

 

 

The project, as currently approved under an Official 

plan amendment (Feb 2019 at the LPAT (Local 

Planning Appeal Tribunal)), and rezoning (Markham 

Council Sept 2018), is for a mixed-use development 

consisting of 673 condominium units and 1627 M2 of 

ground based commercial space. The approval was on 

the basis of two towers of 29 and 33 stories height 

with 7 levels of underground parking.  

OnePiece is planning to submit a revised application 

to delete the underground parking and provide an 

aboveground parking garage. The net impact would 

be to increase the tower heights by 12-13 stories to 

41 and 46 stories. The parking garage displaces the 

first 7 stories of podium residential units in the 

approved project and in consequence the towers are 

heightened to make up for the lost residential units. 

The basis of the revision is that during the detailed 

design and tendering it was found that the 

underground parking was unfeasible due to a serious 

groundwater problem that could not be addressed.  

URA received a copy of the hydro-geotechnical report 

that outlines the nature of the problem. After 

reviewing the report, URA is of the opinion that not 

all options have been explored and that OnePiece 

should examine some underground parking, albeit 

the 7 levels do appear to be a problem. In addition, 

URA feel OnePiece should look at alterations to the 

building design and podium residential unit 

configuration to avoid raising the towers, and to deal 

with any required above ground parking. 

OnePiece has pre-sold 80 % of the residential units. 

They are planning to proceed to construction in May 

2020, subject to approval of the OPA and rezoning 

applications and site plan approval. 

The key URA issues are 

• The building tower heights increasing by up to 13 

stories and the negative impact of that change.  

• The above ground parking, as proposed by 

OnePiece, would be housed with screening to 

mitigate the visual impact. However, the above 

ground garage, as proposed, is still imposing and 

creates an austere presence. 

• This change could be a precedent for other 

developments in the Markham Centre, facing 

similar groundwater problems. There are multiple 

ways of dealing with this issue. URA feel the option 

presented by OnePiece is the simplest most 

economical approach for OnePiece, but not the 

best approach for the neighbourhood.  
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At the November neighbourhood meeting, Councillor 

McAlpine pointed out there will be three more 

opportunities for resident input: a mandatory public 

meeting, the approval meeting at the Development 

Services Committee and again at Council. 

URA will be requesting a meeting, as soon as possible, 

with City staff and Councillor McAlpine to review 

URA’s findings and to explore options on a better 

approach, before the revised application is 

submitted. 

 

16th Avenue Road Widening 

Many members will have noticed inserts in the Star 

and Economist & Sun recently, declaring a “Notice of 

Completion” as of Dec 19th of the “Municipal Class 

Environmental Assessment Study” of 16th Avenue, 

Phase B. The actual report, known as an ESR 

(Environmental Study Report), is available at 

York.ca/16thavenue.  As these things go it is a 

relatively slim 322 pages, plus many appendices. This 

ESR covers the portion of 16th Ave from Woodbine 

Ave to York Durham Line, and the previous ESR, for 

Phase A covering the portion from Yonge Street to 

Woodbine Ave, completed in 2018, is also at the same 

link. Whilst the casual reader might think this is 

something “environmentally” related, there is some 

content that fits that description but it’s mostly about 

the planned road widening of 16th Avenue. 

Specifically it is recommended that:  

• Woodbine to McCowan be widened to 6 lanes to 

accommodate transit and HOV lanes.  

• Continuous cycling and pedestrian facilities be 

built from Woodbine to Don Cousins Parkway.   

• Paved shoulders from Don Cousins Parkway to 

York/Durham Line.  

The physical widening will take place to the North and 

South of the current centre line of 16th Avenue, with 

the exception of the York Downs segment, where 

widening will take place to the North only. Also at the 

same link is the actual notice of completion with 

instructions on how to contact the project team with 

any questions, and how to file objections (known as a 

Part II Order request). The deadline is February 3rd.   

Also on December 19th, York Region Council voted to 

allocate the necessary capital funds, $150 million, to 

allow the projects to go ahead. Construction is 

expected to start on the Woodbine to Warden 

segment in 2025 and the Warden to Kennedy 

segment in 2028. This caught some of us by surprise. 

On Oct 15th we deputed at Markham Development 

Services Committee (DSC) in support of a delay in 

responding to a Region request to allocate capital 

until a planned transportation workshop takes place 

to educate people on the options. The workshop 

(more on this below) will take place on January 22nd, 

yet the Region went ahead anyway, with the support 

of Markham’s regional councilors. We have been 

assured however that concerns can still be heard, and 

capital plans can always change.   

Some members will perhaps welcome road widening, 

as they believe it will improve traffic and/or facilitate 

transit. Other members have very different views that 

widening does not work as a solution, build it and it 

will fill up again quickly. Several members have 

expressed concerns that not all possible options were 

adequately explored in the evaluation, and that no 

overall business case for widening was presented. In 

order to respond to the road widening question the 

URA Board has established a subcommittee to help 

drive our views and actions on the matter. This will be 

chaired by Mike Gannon, with help from Alick Siu, 

Peter Miasek, Bill Bryans and Richard Tranquada.  The 

focus will be on 16th Ave with the potential to add 
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scope if appropriate to include other planned 

widenings of Kennedy Road, Major Mackenzie Drive, 

McCowan Road, and Warden Avenue.  The URA’s 

February meeting, currently scheduled for February 

6th, will feature appropriate outside speakers, a 

report from the subcommittee, and the possible 

establishment of a URA position.   

Prior to that meeting, it is highly recommended that 

anybody with an interest in this topic attend the 

aforementioned workshop. It is a special 

Development Services Committee meeting, to be 

held in the Markham Council Chamber on January 

22nd at 9am. The keynote speaker will be Ian 

Lockwood, a Livable Transportation Engineer who 

specializes in active transportation, place-making, 

and helping cities through collaborative planning, 

design and engineering. An example of Mr. 

Lockwood’s work can be found at Ian Lockwood. 

Hope to see many of you there for this important 

subject. 

 

 
Excerpt from Environmental Study Report 

 
 

 

Times Group LPAT Hearing Dates 

set for July 

As discussed in previous newsletters (most recently in 

the June 2019 edition), URA is a party to an LPAT 

appeal by Times Group regarding their development 

on the south side of Highway 7 between Verclaire and 

Warden.  At a prehearing conference in late 

November, a three week hearing was scheduled 

starting July 6.   URA will continue to meet offline with 

City staff and the developer to attempt to reduce or 

resolve our list of issues or reach a settlement.   
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