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Arterial Arterial Road Widening Discussion

Unionville Main Street Streetscape Update

Highway 7 in 2050 ?

Please join us for our February,
2020 meeting

Date: February 3™ 2020 (Monday)
Time: 7:00 pm—-38:30 pm
Venue: Pan Am Centre

Topics: Arterial Road Widening
Unionville Main Street Streetscape

Arterial Road Widening
Discussion

Part of the February 3™ URA meeting will be
dedicated to transportation in general and road
widening in specific. The URA will be taking a position
on the 16th Avenue environmental assessment
report.
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Unionville Main Street
Streetscape Update

At the January 23 Unionville Sub-Committee,
formerly known as the Historic Unionville Community
Vision Committee, the members voted on a motion to
support concept 2 of the Main Street Unionville
Commercial Core Streetscape Master Plan 2020 Draft
Final Study Report, including the option of enhanced
surface treatment at an estimated cost of $4.06m.

Key features of this concept are:

e Reduce the width of the road from 7 to 6 meters
and make the sidewalks wider.

e Move parking from the west to the east side.

e Use natural stone pavers as surface material.

e Add trees where possible and suitable.

e Upgrade street lighting.

At the February URA meeting more details will be provided
and the members will be asked to support this concept.
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Concept 2 - Cross Section - 2m Sidewalk - Parking East Side
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Markham Arterial Road Widening
& 16th Avenue Plans

Over the last month there has been a lot of activity in
this area, specifically;

- On January 10th 2020 the URA submitted a letter to
York Region outlining several concerns with respect
to their plans to widen 16th Avenue to 6 lanes, as
Environmental

outlined in the completed

Assessment. Click here to read our letter in full.

-OnJanuary 21st 2020 York Region sent us a response
to those concerns. Click here to read the complete
response.

- On January 22nd the City of Markham organized a
special DSC Transportation Workshop  with
presentations from Region and City staff and a
keynote presentation from lan Lockwood, a livable
transportation engineer. This event was well
attended by residents from several of Markham’s
resident associations and other members of the
public. You can review all the presentations at DSC
Transportation Workshop. A follow on regular DSC is

planned with a supporting Markham staff report.

Our letter to the Region expressed several concerns,
including but not limited to;

- The lack of a formal stakeholder engagement group
including resident associations.

- The lack of an overall strategic business case
showing the benefits of spending $150 million on the
road widening, as opposed to other options, e.g. a
more direct and significant investment in transit.

- The lack of a full consideration of alternative
solutions to relieve congestion on 16th Ave such as
changes to intersections only, improved transit
priority, a reversible centre bus lane, bring forward

http://unionvilleresidents.ca/
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the widening of Major Mackenzie Drive (already
designated as a rapid transit route) and/or reduced
lane widths.

The Region’s response in summary said;

- Public and stakeholder engagement exceeded the
minimum requirements of the Municipal Class
Environmental Assessment process.

- The overall case was made in the Transportation
Master Plan published in 2016 which recommends
widening with 2 extra lanes for HOV/Transit.

- Our suggested alternatives do not provide adequate
improvements, or not feasible, or already in the plan
for later in the case of Major Mackenzie Drive.

The URA 16th Ave EA Sub Committee will continue to
engage the Region with a response to their comments
on our comments and file a Phase Il Order request.
This is a procedural step, part of the provincial
process, where we make the case that the EA was not
complete.

Our upcoming February 3rd meeting will focus on
road widening. Members will be asked to take a
position with respect to the 16th Avenue EA, and by
association, arterial road widening in general. The
Region and the City declined our invitation to present,
so in order to add context to our debate and, for the
benefit of those not able to attend on the 22nd, we
will review presentations from the workshop and
summarize current status of our engagement with
the Region. Some of our subcommittee and guests
will then give their views on lessons learned from the
DSC Transportation workshop, a few minutes each
from Don Hamilton, Reid McAlpine, Peter Miasek, Bill
Bryans, Nesta Morris, Dennis Fortnum. This will be
followed by an opportunity for questions from the
floor. Members in attendance will then be asked to
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vote on a motion or motions (to be drafted
beforehand) representing a proposed URA position
on the 16th Ave EA.

Design Alternatives — Active Transportation
(Yonge Street to Donald Cousens Parkway)
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These alternatives were studied to determine how to best accommodate
pedestrians and cyclists on 16" Avenue from Yonge Street to Donald
Cousens Parkway.
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York Region

Click on the picture to watch the York Region video
from 2017.

http://unionvilleresidents.ca/
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