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Please join us for our March 2020
meeting

Date: March 2" 2020 (Monday)
Time: 7:00 pm—-38:30 pm
Venue: Pan Am Centre

Topic: Waste Management & Single Use Plastics
Speaker: Claudia Marsales, Senior Manager Waste &
Environment, City of Markham

Markham’s Affordable and Rental Housing

Study

Housing affordability continues to be a hot topicin
Markham. URA has been active in this area since
2016, with a public forum, surveys, deputations and
letters to the City and Province.

On February 24, Markham staff presented the City’s
draft recommendations in this area. It presents
actions relating to 3 goals:
e Increase the supply of affordable rental
options
e Stimulate development of ownership housing
options
e Expand supply of purpose-built rentals

The City will be holding a Housing Summit in late
March where presumably this plan will be discussed.
URA has been invited as a stakeholder.
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Waste Management - a road
crossing

Last year Canada was under fire for sending 69
household waste containers as recycle plastic to the
Philippines and 60 containers of contaminated waste
to Indonesia. In fact, all developed countries, not just
Canada, have been sending waste to developing
countries for disposal. China was the biggest waste
disposition country for energy recycling. However, in
July 2017, China changed its policy to ban 24 kinds of
solid waste including plastic, which resulted in plastic
waste being sent to other developing countries such
as the Philippines, Indonesia, and Malaysia.

Per Statistics Canada solid waste diversion report,
Canada produced 34 million tonnes of waste in 2016
with 27% or 9.25 million tonnes of waste diversion.
Solid waste diversion increased 39% between 2002
and 2016, with 39% being paper, 28% organic waste,
6.5% construction waste, 4.5% glass, and 3.9% plastic.

Markham has long been regarded as a leader in waste
management and has adopted a zero waste approach
to eliminate waste since 2008. A waste diversion
subcommittee was formed April 2011 focusing on a
material separation bylaw, clear bags for residuals,
expanded textile diversion, zero waste for schools,
retail plastic bag ban, reuse depots for renovation
material and curbside electronic & battery collection.
Markham has currently achieved 81% curbside
diversion, but waste disposition is still lagging with
70% ending up in landfill or incineration thru York
Region.

York Region Effort

York Region submitted a solid waste diversion report
to the Ontario Ministry of Environment, Conservation
and Parks under the Waste Free Ontario Act. The
2017 report indicated York Region collected 85,298
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tonnes of blue box material, 97,877 tonnes of
organics and 134,249 tonnes of residual waste with
68% diversion and 93% landfill diversion.

In November 2017, the Ministry of Environment
proposed a Food and Organic Waste Framework and
York Region responded by creating the Ontario Food
Collaborative to take an integrated food system
approach by supporting residents to eat well and
reduce food waste. York Region aims to reduce food
waste in green bins by 15% by 2031 thru its SM4RT
Living Plan Good Food Program.

Made In Ontario Environment Plan

In January 2019, the Ministry of Environment,
Conservation and Park launched its Made in Ontario
Environment Plan with one of the initiatives being to
reduce litter and waste in our communities by

e reducing waste going to landfills or litter
e increasing opportunities in waste reduction
e increasing use of technology to recover waste

Ontario reported that 50% of household waste is
diverted by individual households into the blue box
and green bin. Ontario believes producers of waste
have extended responsibility including for the waste
from products & packaging and by finding innovative
way to recycle.

Ontario is also working on a uniform blue box
program as 240 municipalities each have their own
list of accepted recycle materials. The recycling cost
is partially paid for by municipalities and Ontario
wants to shift the responsibility to producers.

Ontario estimates that 10,000 tonnes of plastic end
up in the Great Lakes every year and have proposed
Bill 82 banning single use plastics, which was first read
in March 2019.

http://unionvilleresidents.ca/
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The Federal Government has proposed banning single
use plastics starting 2021. Richmond Hill became the
first Ontario municipality to respond on this issue in
May 2019 and Woodstock became the first
municipality in Ontario to approve banning single use
plastics.

Markham Single Use Plastic Declaration

Markham has also passed a single use plastic
declaration on October 22nd, 2019 to study banning
single use plastics including plastic bags, straws, stir
sticks, plastic or polystyrene take-out containers &
lids and plastic six pack rings, unless for medical use.

The single use plastic ban is the first major initiative
of its kind with broad support from all levels of
government toward a Canada Wide Strategy on Zero
Plastic Waste by 2050.

Zero Waste Society

The Toronto Globe and Mail published "How to Start
a Zero-Waste Lifestyle the Average Canadian can
Sustain" on January 1st, 2020, covering the zero
waste movement that started in Halifax in 2016. The
principles of the movement are to refuse to buy in the
first place, reuse what is already owned, reduce
plastic packaging, compost organic wastes and
recycle. Are you in for it?
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16th Avenue & Regional Road
Widening

On February 3rd the URA held a well-attended
meeting to debate the issue of regional road
widenings and the recently completed 16th Avenue
EA (Environmental Assessment Report). This EA
confirms the Region plan to widen 16th Ave to 6 lanes
for transit and HOV purposes. Several members,
including regional councilor Hamilton and ward
councilor McAlpine, presented their impressions and
opinions arising from the transportation workshop at
City Hall on January 22nd, and a lively debate
followed.

After the debate members overwhelmingly voted
against a motion supporting the EA findings, and
overwhelmingly voted in support of a motion to reject
the EA findings as follows;

Whereas;

e York Region on December 19th 2019 published a
Notice of Completion of an Environmental Study
(EA) recommending the widening of 16th Avenue
from 4 to 6 lanes to accommodate an HOV/Transit
lane in each direction.

e And whereas the York Region Transportation
Master Plan (TMP), published in 2016, also
recommended similar widenings of Warden
Avenue, McCowan Road, Major Mackenzie Drive
and Kennedy Road.

Be it resolved that;

e The case for the Region’s preferred option,
widening 16th Ave from 4 to 6 lanes, was not
made, and that issues remain with
stakeholder engagement, the lack of an
overall strategic case, and that study of other

http://unionvilleresidents.ca/
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alternatives, as shown in our correspondence,
is required.

e And that the recommended additional
widenings in the TMP require further study,
taking into account the lessons learned from
the January 22nd transportation workshop,
and our members’ concerns with the current
direction.

e And that the URA subcommittee should
continue to engage City and Region staffs
accordingly on both resolutions.

Members also voted in support of a motion for the
URA to request that the City and Region consider
hiring the services of lan Lockwood, or equivalent,
who was the keynote outside speaker at the January
22nd workshop.

The URA sub-committee is continuing the work as
described in the above supported motion, and has
upcoming meetings scheduled with both Region and
City staffs. The next DSC where a staff report is
expected to be presented, outlining staff reactions to
the transportation workshop, is expected to take
place on April 20, and the URA will be deputing.
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The Horns Are Gone Celebration!

The GO train horns in the urban areas of Markham have been silenced!
As a supporter of this endeavour, headed by Shanta Sundarason, we at the

Unionville Villages Association endorse and support this Celebration.

This day has been a long time coming with so many of us fighting for our quality
of life.

This project would not have come to fruition had it not been for all of us sticking
together and pushing for what we deserve.

The right to a peaceful night’s sleep.
I would like us all to come together to celebrate our community.
Anything is possible if we work together.

| am so proud to live in a City where residents care enough to support each
other and this is certainly something to celebrate.

Please join us for 'WINE & CHEESE' and finger foods, to thank each other for
our continued perseverance and showing the rest of the region what can be
done when a group of ‘villagers' get together.

Blessings,
Shanta

Place: The Old Unionville Train Station
7 Station Lane, Unionville
Date: Thursday March 5th
Time: 6.30 p.m. -9.30 p.m.

R.S.V.P. by March 1st 2020

shanta@theqivingtreeunionville.ca
647-389-8828

If you would like to contribute $10 per person on the night, that would help
cover the costs, but is not mandatory. | would rather have your company!
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