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Please see the City of Markham COVID-19 information 

web page for further information. 

 

As a result of the challenging 

times we are all facing these 

days, the URA has made the 

decision to cancel our regular 

monthly meetings until 

September. 

 

We will reevaluate 

circumstances after that and 

advise everyone of next steps. 

Wishing you and your families 

good health. 

 

 

  

https://www.markham.ca/wps/portal/home/about/COVID-19-Information
http://youtu.be/1j3mBTxhLEs
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Markham City Covid-19 info 

 

 Markham will eliminate late payment charge on 

unpaid property tax from April 1st to December 

31st 

 Markham will eliminate $50 storm water charge 

per home and rate for commercial properties this 

year. 

 Markham will defer 2020 water rate increases  

 Curbside organic, garbage and recycling collection 

continues according to the 2020 Collection 

Schedule.  

 Leaf and yard material collection has been 

delayed to begin on May 19. Find out more about 

City services: markham.ca/covid19 

 Please refrain from using playgrounds, benches, 

fields, basketball courts & outdoor fitness 

equipment - they are not sanitized.  

 All Markham Public Library items that have due 

dates during the closure have been extended to 

April 30, 2020, and will not accumulate fines.  

 Access the digital library at 

markhampubliclibrary.ca to read newspapers, 

magazines and more 

 

Progress on Markham Centre 

Trails 

After many years of little progress, the City of 

Markham is finally taking significant actions on 

constructing trails in Markham Centre.  The study 

area is along the Rouge River between about Apple 

Creek Blvd. /Rodick Rd. and Highway 7/Unionville 

Main St.  The trails will be off-road, similar to the 

Rouge Valley Trail.  The Environmental Assessment 

(EA) is underway and a public information session was 

held February 13.  Current EA studies are focused on 

the route and connections to adjacent communities, 

to be followed by studies on design (e.g. trail surface) 

and options for smart technologies (e.g. digital 

wayfinding).   

The best news is that one 800 m portion of the trail, 

between Birchmount and Warden on the north bank, 

does not need an EA.  A design and environmental 

permits were obtained in 2019 and construction is 

planned for this summer as an asphalt multiuse path.  

 

 
  

Arterial Road Widenings – URA 

Work Continues 

URA continues to be active on the issue of widening 

of arterial roads in Markham.  The motion at our 

February members meeting dealt with both 16th 

Avenue (Environmental Assessment (EA) complete) 

and other arterials (EAs in progress or pending).  The 

motion stated that URA had concerns in three areas: 

 Stakeholder engagement.  This was lacking for the 

16th EA, where many residents first heard about 

the project when they received a letter about 

property takings. 

 Strategic case.  There is a general discomfort that 

the $500M+ spent on widenings may be a wasted 

investment in view of a rapidly changing future, 

including more e-commerce, climate change 
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imperatives and changes in transportation 

technology (e.g. autonomous vehicles, e-bikes) 

 Other alternatives to study.  These would include 

intersection improvements only, using a single 

reversible median bus-only lane, prioritizing other 

corridors and reducing lane widths.  

 

Since February, we have received confirmation from 

the Ontario Ministry of Environment that our Part II 

Order Request for more study, engagement and 

mediation on the 16th Avenue EA was received.  We 

expect follow-up discussions with York Region over 

the next months.  

Since February, we also have met with transportation 

staff at both the City and Region (via 

teleconference).  The meetings went very well and we 

believe our concerns were taken seriously.  We are 

working on follow-up meetings with the Region as 

follows: 

 With the design team working on the 

16th/Kennedy and 16th/Warden 

intersections as part of the York Downs 

agreement, where we can raise our ideas on 

intersection improvements 

 With the team developing the new 

Transportation Master Plan, where our 

strategic questions and other alternatives can 

be raised and hopefully modelled.  

 

 

28 Main Street Unionville – 

development application by 

OnePiece Developments Inc 

URA has been monitoring and providing input on this 

application, as reported previously. The developer 

attended a meeting with the City and URA in January 

of this year. He brought the geotechnical consultant 

to the meeting along with new geotechnical findings 

for phase 1 of the development. The material 

supported the position of OnePiece that underground 

parking in phase 1 was not practically possible.  

The developer submitted the revised application for 

phase 1 in February which includes 362 dwelling units 

in a tower situated on top of a 9-storey parking garage 

and one ground level of commercial space for a total 

building height of 47 storeys. As a mitigation measure 

for the above ground parking garage, the developer 

proposes to clad the structure with a facing that 

resembles living units. The application included 

supporting reports and studies. The City deemed the 

application complete and held a public meeting on 

March 3. The full report is available on the City 

website.  

URA, of course, remained concerned about the 

proposal, especially the imposing impact of the 9-

storey garage, the height of the building and the 

precedent this sets for Markham Centre 

development. URA provided a deputation at the 

public meeting. Many other parties also made 

deputations, including the Unionville Heritage Society 

and area residents. The theme of deputations was 

generally in accordance with URA’s position - 

frustrated and concerned with the same issues.  

Part of the URA deputation was a suggestion to 

reduce phase 1 by 20% (the approximate extent of 

unsold units) and transfer the units to phase 2. This 
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would reduce the garage to 7 storeys and the overall 

building height to 38-storeys. All effort should then be 

made to provide underground parking in phase 2 – a 

larger site. If an underground parking structure is not 

possible, then remove or reduce the parkette 

proposed for the corner of Main St and Enterprise 

Boulevard; coupled with expanding the above ground 

garage over the entire site to achieve a 7-storey 

garage for phase 2. In addition, rather than increase 

the tower height, provide a short tower at the corner 

replacing the parkette (19 storeys in the original 

Global Developments application). The Development 

Services Committee thought the idea was worthy of 

further study. Please note that a public meeting is 

provided to receive public input and no decision is 

made at such a meeting.  

Following the public meeting, a private meeting was 

arranged on March 12 with the developer, his 

consultants, the City and interested parties that had 

attended the public meeting. URA provided further 

input at the meeting. In fact, in research URA found, 

in consultation with a highly regarded expert 

foundation contractor, that two sites very similar to 

the second phase of this application were 

encountered in the construction of the Eglinton Ave 

LRT line. Both sites are deep stations on the line with 

very compact site conditions and with adjacent 

sensitive building foundations. In both cases deep 

Secant foundation walls were installed. Secant walls 

are drilled caisson walls with alternating drilled 

caissons behind the first set of caissons - provided to 

seal out water and loose soil. The completed wall 

allows for excavation of the station in stable dry 

conditions.  

After discussion the City requested the developer to 

go back, obtain further Geotechnical information to 

the extent possible, and look at options for phase 2, 

such as  deep underground parking below building 

(enabled by secant or slurry wall), parking below the 

parkette (strata park) and reverting to a 3-tower 

development (as in original application).   A further 

meeting will take place once this exercise is complete. 

Unionville Festival Cancelled 

We have received word that, after 50 continuous 

years,  the Unionville Festival has been cancelled for 

2020, due to the uncertainty from the COVID-19 virus 

and the difficulty in planning in an environment of 

physical distancing.  The festival committee has 

stated that they hope to be back bigger and better in 

2021. 

Spring has started 

Now that the weather is getting nicer people are 

aching to go outside. While it is good to get some 

fresh air please remember to keep a physical distance 

of at least 6 feet between you and others (outside of 

your immediate family). Limit your time in more 

popular places so that others can enjoy them as well. 

And if it starts to get crowded then it is time to leave. 

When we are all careful and considered then we can still 

enjoy the beautiful season that is Spring. 
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