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Please see the City of Markham COVID-19 information 

web page for further information. 

 

As a result of the challenging 

times we are all facing these 

days, the URA has made the 

decision to cancel our regular 

monthly meetings until 

September. 

We will reevaluate circumstances 

after that and advise everyone of 

next steps. Wishing you and your 

families good health. 

 

Council Activities during the 

lockdown 

During the lockdown regular council activities have 

slowed down as a number of projects and decisions 

have been postponed. However there are still 

projects on the go and decisions have to be made, like 

for example the condo development at 28 Main 

Street which we reported on last in last month’s 

newsletter. 

Through our newsletter and email we will keep you 

informed about the happenings and about relevant 

upcoming virtual meetings. 

 

  

https://www.markham.ca/wps/portal/home/about/COVID-19-Information
http://youtu.be/1j3mBTxhLEs
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Concerns with Ontario’s 

Regulatory Proposal on 

Community Benefit Charge  

URA has long been following Bill 108 (More Houses 

More Choices Act), which made changes to 13 

Ontario statutes. While there were a few positive 

provisions, such as inclusionary zoning and coverage 

of waste diversion costs, there were many 

problematic areas. In May, 2019, we sent a letter to 

the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

outlining 6 major concern areas. This letter was 

summarized in our URA newsletter of June, 2019. 

One of our biggest concerns was a proposal to 

establish a Community Benefit Charge (CBC) on 

developers that would replace soft Development 

Charges and Section 37 (density bonus) charges. The 

framework proposed appeared to contradict the 

principle that growth should pay for growth. The CBC 

appeared to be too low to fully cover costs of soft 

services that lower-tier municipalities like Markham 

cover, namely land for parks, park development, 

libraries and recreational services, as well as soft 

services covered by the Region, namely social 

housing, senior services, child care, public 

health/EMS, and court services. 

Despite concerns from many municipalities and non-

government organizations, Bill 108 was passed in July, 

although the majority of its provisions are not yet in 

force, pending final regulations. 

Draft regulations were posted in June, 2019, and the 

City responded over the summer. An updated revised 

set of draft regulations were posted on February 28, 

2020, with comments due by April 20. 

There was good news in that some soft services 

(library, park development, recreational services, 

public health, child care) will now remain within the 

DC regime, with the mandatory 0% reduction 

removed. However, the big concern is that there will 

be a CBC cap of 15% of land value, allocated as 5% to 

upper-tier municipalities (i.e. York Region) and 10% to 

lower-tier municipalities (i.e. Markham). This is 

expected to fund the remaining list of soft services. 

In a staff report in March, York Region staff indicated 

they viewed the CBC proposals as positive, and likely 

could fund the remaining services not covered by DCs, 

namely social housing and court services. 

However, the situation is not as rosy at the local 

(Markham) level. At a lengthy General Committee 

meeting on the morning of the due date (April 20), 

Markham staff reviewed the implications of the new 

CBC. The 10% cap causes a real problem for Markham 

to acquire land for parks that are within walking 

distance of new developments. The previous formula 

was based on a hectares per residential unit basis. For 

low density development, the new formula results in 

about a 20% reduction in parkland per resident, 

which may be manageable. However, for high 

density, the new formula could result in an 85-95% 

reduction in parkland per resident! 

The graphic below, prepared by staff, shows an 

example scenario for a development with two 40-

storey towers. Public parkland is reduced from 2.0 ha 

to 0.1 ha (95%). 

 

mailto:info@unionvilleresidents.ca
http://unionvilleresidents.ca/
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Based on the anticipated mix of future development 

in the city, Markham forecasts a 65% decrease 

($100M/yr.) in revenue for parkland acquisition. 

Staff has submitted comments back to the Province 

requesting an upward revision to the cap and going 

back to a formula based on density or unit count. 

At its meeting of April 28, Markham Council 

requested staff to develop a communications 

strategy to educate and engage the public. URA had 

previously reached out to staff and Council and 

indicated we would be happy to help in any way we 

can, e.g. Zoom meeting for our members or board. 

We reiterated this offer at our deputation to Council 

on April 28. 

 

75th anniversary of the liberation 

of The Netherlands 

May the 5th is Liberation Day in The Netherlands. The 

Dutch then celebrate the end of German occupation. 

Canadian soldiers played a major role in the 

liberation. After defeating the Germans troops south 

of the big rivers and taking back the strategically 

important port of Antwerp, they then went on to 

provide food for the Dutch in the still occupied parts 

during the Hunger Winter, after which they 

completed their mission to push the invading troops 

completely out. Then they stayed around to help 

restore the most critical parts the infrastructure.  

While many Canadians are little aware of the heroic 

acts of the Canadians soldiers during this phase of the 

war, in the Netherlands a lot of emphasis is put on this 

to make sure we never forget their sacrifice.  

More than 7,600 Canadians died fighting in The 

Netherlands. May 4th is Remembrance Day and 

Dutch children will help clean the war cemeteries and 

put fresh flowers down.  

Because of covid-19 many events are cancelled or 

dialed down which is a real shame as this year was 

planned to be an extra large celebration. To make 

sure that the casualties of the war will be 

remembered every trumpet player is asked to step 

outside or open a window and play the Last Post 

(Dutch version) at exactly 1:58 pm, just before the 2 

minutes silence. 

Lance Goddard wrote the book ‘Canada and the 

liberation of the Netherlands’ which is an interesting 

read with much more details about this subject. It is 

available at our own Markham Public Library. Below 

are some links to recent articles. 

Sacrifice and lasting friendships 

The history of Liberation Day 

The Netherlands thanks Sunnybrook veterans 

Liberation of The Netherlands 

W5 documentary 

 

 

mailto:info@unionvilleresidents.ca
http://unionvilleresidents.ca/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/w5/sacrifice-and-lasting-friendships-the-canadian-liberation-of-the-netherlands-75-years-ago-1.4920858?cache=yes%3FclipId%3D104070%3FclipId%3D375756%2F5-things-to-know-for-tuesday-november-5-2019-1.4670488
https://www.iamexpat.nl/lifestyle/lifestyle-news/history-liberation-day-netherlands
https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/the-netherlands-thanks-sunnybrook-veterans-with-dutch-tulips-from-a-distance-1.4919890
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/liberation-of-holland
https://www.bellmedia.ca/the-lede/press/w5-marks-the-75th-anniversary-of-canadian-troops-liberating-the-netherlands-this-saturday/

