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Covid-19 Update

We do hope all our members and their loved ones are
well and safe, and hope that for anybody specifically
affected by Covid-19, that they are able to find the
right help and support. Both the City of Markham and

York Region (just follow those links) have regularly
updated Covid specific landing pages with lots of
useful relevant information. If however any of our
members and subscribers need further help please do
get in touch and we will use our collective
experiences, and contacts, to help get you in touch
with an appropriate source of help and guidance.

As restrictions start to ease, things will inevitably get
somewhat confusing, as the pace of easing will differ
from municipality to municipality. For example park
facilities in Vaughan remain closed, whereas tennis
courts and sports fields are now open in Markham,
subject to the usual guidelines of physical distancing
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etc. Regionally, those over 70 are still “advised” to
self-isolate. Yet we have senior’s hours at many shops
and supermarkets, and golf courses are open with no
apparent age restrictions. In England (not necessarily
a shining example of Covid management) a distinction
is being made between normally healthy seniors and
those with underlying conditions. Seniors not
considered extremely clinically vulnerable to the virus
are now allowed, as is the general public, to mix with
more households in your garden. Vulnerable seniors

are still asked to “shield at home”.

Stay safe everybody, we will meet again!


https://www.markham.ca/wps/portal/home/about/COVID-19-Information
https://www.york.ca/wps/portal/yorkhome/health/yr/covid-19/!ut/p/z1/jZBBT8MwDIV_C4ce2zhZWTNuUYElGVORpo2SC2pHm1bqmioLq-DXE8Euk6Dgm63P7z0bKZQj1RenVheuNX3R-f5ZzV8EWwrOVyCzmKbAIGOSJBTuFhg9fQHwSzFA6j_7E4Calpd_GfgLiF2na43UULgmbPvaoHxvTu1riBfeX10qLDc0BrGTCdvhDGIxOwOExHOOU5DAMwriPnm8vqUcw4qcgemQujPl9z9ZX86oT2OrurKVjd6sHzfODcebAAIYxzHSxuiuivbmEMBPK405OpRfkmg4bPOPh3ojQlW-j-zqE_1bC-4!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/#.Xtu6qrySmUl
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Hopeful Progress on Updated
Markham Centre Secondary Plan

URA has been pushing for an updated Markham
Centre Secondary Plan for many years. As an
example, our newsletter from April, 2019 spoke
about 3 upcoming development proposals in
Markham Centre that would best be dealt with after
an updated plan was developed.

At long last, there is progress on an updated plan.
Consultants have been engaged, on-line community
engagement using the YourVoiceMarkham platform
was completed and background studies were
completed. In May, Council directed staff to organize
a virtual background and public engagement kickoff
session for the public at large, likely in June. This will
be followed by visioning workshops with
stakeholders, including URA, during the summer.
URA looks forward to this kickoff session and has
offered to help the City in testing or running it.

New Development Proposal at
Sheridan Nurseries

The Sheridan Nurseries property in Unionville on
Highway 7 has had a redevelopment approval in place
since 2014. It consists of 1225 residential units in 4
buildings up to 25 stories, 50,000 sq. ft. of commercial
space and 2 public parks. However, as residents
know, no redevelopment has occurred.

In late 2019, a new developer (Kingdom — Markham
Centre) submitted a new proposal, with 1990
residents units in 4 buildings up to 47 stories. URA
has many concerns with this new application,
including density (Floor Space Index, or FSI), tower
heights and parkland. For example, the FSI would be
5.7, even higher than what is being proposed at Yonge
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and Steeles where the subway is planned. But our
foremost concern is the timing of the application. We
believe the application should be deferred until the
updated Markham Centre Secondary Planis in its final
stages (early — mid 2021).

URA made a deputation to Markham Development
Services Committee on May 25 emphasizing these
points. We were pleased that Committee agreed.
Kingdom was given approval to proceed with Phase 1,
which has only a minor variance from Phase 1 of the
2014 approval. Phase 1 involves a 2 to 8-story midrise
building along Highway 7 with 333 residential units.
However, the process to approve Phases 2 and 3
(1660 units in 4 buildings — 8, 34, 43 and 47 stories)
must wait until the draft Secondary Plan option is
developed.

Councillor McAlpine has scheduled a non-statutory
community information meeting on June 24 to
provide further details and context for this
development.

Note that the Sheridan Nurseries property borders the Rouge River

http://unionvilleresidents.ca/
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Unsightly Regional Road
Boulevards

Now that we are all spending more time in our homes
and walking around our neighbourhoods, it’s even
more important that we work together so that all can
take pride in our surroundings. A case in point, the
ugly weeds growing high on the boulevards of the
regional roads, such as 16th Avenue, in Markham.
Many thanks to URA member Dennis Fortnum, who
managed to get some badly needed action to get
them trimmed. York Region responded very quickly to
the first call for help, but only trimmed one corner of
one unsightly intersection! Dennis to the rescue
again, and with the help of Councilor McAlpine,
Deputy Mayor Hamilton and Regional Councilor
Jones, he managed to get to the bottom of
“Dandelion-Gate”.

It turns out that the Region took over this
responsibility from the City, but did not fulfil it, an
explanation has been promised. In the meantime our
thanks to Markham City Commissioner Brenda
Librecz who has committed 16 grass cutting crews
from Markham City resources to trim as many as
possible of the Regional boulevards in Markham this
weekend June 6 and 7.
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Changes Likely Coming to
Unionville Main Street

With the need for more physical distancing due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, some changes have occurred to
Unionville Main Street between Carleton Rd. and Fred
Varley Drive, with more changes likely. In mid-May,
Markham Council approved a “no parking” restriction
24/7 on the west side, to allow more room for
pedestrians and physical distancing. Access to the
parking lots on the west side remains as is.

In June, Council is expected to approve a “local traffic
only” restriction. The detailed plan is not yet
developed, but may involve signage and traffic
calming measures to convert the street to a “quiet
street” where walking, cycling and rolling are
welcome. Numerous quiet streets have recently
been implemented across North America, including in
Toronto.

Creait: @jonobate
Oakland, CA, USA

Oakland used signs mounted on A-frames to designate
streets as local access only, creating a 74-mile “slow
streets” network.

Markham also intends to pass a Temporary Use Bylaw

to enable expansion of existing and new outdoor
patios beyond the current limit of 40% of indoor floor

http://unionvilleresidents.ca/
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area, thereby helping restaurants to maintain
physical distancing. Thus, for example, patios on
Main Street would be permitted, after City review, to
expand into their parking lot, other on-site land, or
even into a municipal boulevard. Similar permissions
are expected for expanded outdoor display and sales
areas. In addition, Mayor Scarpitti has written to the
Province asking it to permit extensions of temporary
liguor licenses beyond the standard 14-day period to
allow these temporary patios to offer liquor to
patrons. As of this writing, there has been no reply
from the Province.

New Condominium Application
in South Unionville

On April 21, 2020, DSC conducted a preliminary
review of an application to permit an eight-storey
residential building on Helen Avenue east of the
Volkswagen dealership on Kennedy Road. The land
is designated as residential low-rise and the
developer applied in 2018 consistent with the
existing land use for 11 detached houses and 26
town houses.

The new application will be built at 55, 63, 83 Helen
Avenue, a 2.91 acres plot of land with approximately
126,000 sq ft of land. Discounting 0.56 acres for
parkland results in approximately 101,700 sq ft for a
building with a proposed gross floor area of 237,470
sq ft. The land owner Digram Development (Helen)
Inc is seeking an Official Plan Amendment from Low
Rise Residential to High Rise Residential as it intends
to build to 8 storeys 2.34 FSI which falls into
Residential High Rise Land designation (maximum 15
storeys 2.5 FSI), whereas mid-rise residential is up to
6 storeys & 2.0 FSI.
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The subject lands are now zoned “Rural Residential
One” (RR1) under Bylaw 304-87 which permits one
single-family detached dwelling per lot. The

developer is also applying for a zoning amendment
to delete the subject lands from this zoning bylaw.

The subject lands have approximately 112 m
frontage on Helen Avenue and 23 m on Greenberg
Gate. The applicant proposes two full movement
driveway accesses to the condominium with one
being the main entrance on Helen Ave and one on
the west extension of Peshawar Avenue. The main
entrance will lead to 31 visitor parking spaces in an
internal courtyard and ramp access to a 2 level
underground parking area with 334 spaces.

The subject lands are not immediately next to Town
& Country Volkswagen. The 8 storey condominium
is in an awkward location between a detached house
(43 Helen Ave) on the west and a block of 6
detached houses on the east.

The application has not been well received by the
neighbourhood, with a petition circulating that
opposes the development as high density high rise
not in harmony with the low density detached house
neighbourhood, blocking of the skyline and adding
traffic to the quiet neighbourhood.

For petition details, please refer to
https://www.change.org/nohighrisehousingonhelenave/

Photo taken near 83 Helen Ave looking at 63 & 55 Helen Ave

http://unionvilleresidents.ca/
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