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September URA Meeting

We hope to see you all online at our September
member’s meeting.

Date:  September 14™ 2020 (Monday)
Time: 7:00 PM-9:00 PM

Venue: Online Zoom meeting

Address: Wherever you are comfortable
Event: Open topic meeting

A separate email with an invite to the meeting will be
send out shortly.

Reader Engagement

Please let us know how you feel about this
year's changes to Main Street Unionville.

As Covid 19 continues to be an issue, we are still
unable to hold in person meetings. This limits our
ability to effectively engage as we would like to, so we
are starting a series of engagement items to get you
thinking about local topics and provide feedback. We
will not be able to respond to every email but will
provide in a subsequent letter an analysis of the
feedback you all provided and let you know of any
planned URA activity as a result.

This month’s item is Main Street Unionville,
specifically the changes that have been made this
year. These include, no parking on the West side,
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speed limited to 30 km/hr, vehicle access restricted to
local access only, reduced traffic lane width and
increased patio sizes.

Please let us know what you think about these
changes. Successful or not? You could consider for
example, impact on safety for pedestrians and
cyclists, impact on traffic, impact on vibrancy and
street life and impact on Main Street as a destination.
Please email feedback@unionvilleresidents.ca with
your comments and suggestions on this topic.

York University Markham
Campus back on track - 2023
opening!

After a two year construction delay due to provincial
funding cutbacks in 2018, York University, the
Province, York Region and Markham announced that
construction of the campus is ready to start
immediately. Capital funding for the $275M campus
has been largely raised from University sources
(5150M), with York Region contributing $25M and
Markham contributing the land. The balance of
capital funds came from private donors. The Province
has committed to picking up operating costs. The

campus is slated to be open by Fall 2023.

Contact Information mailto:info@Qunionvilleresidents.ca

URA Membership Drive

Join now or renew and we will
donate S5 to the Markham
Stouffville Hospitall*

Benefits of becoming a URA member

The goal of the Unionville Residents Association
(URA) is to work together for the benefit of the
Unionville Ward 3 neighbourhood. During these
challenging times, it is even more important that we
stay connected and focused on the important issues
affecting our members and community.

e Membership in the URA provides strength in
numbers. It's an important advantage to say that
hundreds of URA member households are
behind us.

e Financial support through your membership fees
is crucial as the URA is run by community
volunteers. Membership fees fund operating
costs and community events such as the annual
Christmas party, Festival activities,
member meetings and workshops, website
hosting, PO Box, workshops, legal fees and more.
(URA board members are not compensated in
any way).

(* The donation offer is valid for new memberships and
renewals until September 30, 2020)

There are 3 easy and convenient ways to
renew membership or become a new
member of the URA

e Online at unionvilleresidents.ca (click on the
membership page)

e In person, by cash or cheque, at a member
meeting (currently suspended due to Covid 19)

e By mail to: 4261 — A14 Hwy #7 East, Suite 235,
Unionville L3R 9W6 (please include a cheque

http://unionvilleresidents.ca/
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along with a completed copy of the attached
postcard)

To check your membership status, contact
treasurer@unionvilleresidents.ca

Together, our voice is stronger!

Metrolinx Public Consultation

Metrolinx is hosting a second round of public
consultations as part of the environmental
assessments on new infrastructure requirements in
the On Corridor Works contract.

The purpose of this round of consultation is to
present information and seek feedback on the any
newly identified infrastructure (or changes) and the
findings of the draft technical and environmental
studies undertaken to date. This includes GO’s
Stouffville corridor and changes to Unionville Station.

Following advice from Public Health Ontario on
COVID-19, this round of consultation will be carried
out as a Virtual Open House from August 18 to
September 1, 2020. Members of the public,
government agencies, Indigenous communities and
other interested parties will be encouraged to learn
more and participate in the process.

Interested parties will be able to access the virtual
open house materials by visiting Metrolinx Engage Go

Expansion On Corridor.

Contact Information mailto:info@Qunionvilleresidents.ca

Construction Starts at Briarwood
Farms

Construction has started in earnest (after tree cutting
in 2019) on the Briarwood Farms redevelopment at
16th Avenue and Normandale. See article in URA
newsletter April, 2018 for background. in response to
questions from residents, Councillor McAlpine has
provided a construction update. It is reproduced
below in its entirety.

Over the past couple of weeks | have been in
discussion with LiVante Developments, York Region
staff and our Markham engineering staff to better
understand the permits and agreements in place with
respect to site alteration and construction access for
LiVante's contractors to the Briarwood/Hughes Farm
development.

The Toronto and Region Conservation Authority
(TRCA) is also involved due to the proximity of the site
to the creek to the west and the TRCA's requirements
for setbacks of the development from the top of the
creek bank, and other measures to protect the natural
features; the valley will ultimately revert to the City as
green space.

Very broadly speaking there are 3 phases to the
project -- site alteration, construction of most of the
houses, and construction of the last couple of houses.
Site alteration includes the environmental cleanup
that began a couple of weeks ago.

Along with the environmental cleanup, site alteration
includes grading and the establishment of buffers to
protect the creek from the project. This includes some
work to mitigate the impact of construction traffic
directly from 16th Avenue along the old farm
driveway. The driveway itself will have to be
upgraded, to handle heavy equipment, and moved
slightly back from the creek bank. As a result the TRCA

http://unionvilleresidents.ca/
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requires that, until site alteration is complete and the
protection measures and driveway upgrades are in
place, access to the site must be from Normandale.
Please note that the permit requires LiVante to keep
Normandale clean and free of mud.

Once actual construction begins, including water,
sanitary sewer, storm sewer and electricity services,
York Region has (only recently) agreed to allow access
from 16th Ave. So there should be a period of relief
from the construction traffic along Normandale when
that starts.

The Region has been reluctant to allow access from
16th Ave. until now due to the potential danger of
turning traffic (heavy trucks etc.) on a (usually) very
busy road, without traffic signals at the temporary
driveway. LiVante is also concerned by the safety
issues. The agreement does give them some leeway if
they feel that access from 16th is too dangerous at
some times or for some vehicles. | have asked that our
staff monitor this situation and that any consistent
reversion to access from Normandale (beyond the odd
single vehicle) be brought to my attention.

The last phase for the construction of one or two final
homes, plus final landscaping and completing the
internal condominium road will require access from
Normandale. The final homes will be built more or less
on the driveway from 16th. And the driveway itself
will be removed.

Finally, | should note that parking in the area,
particularly for the personal vehicles of the
construction crews, will be governed by our usual
parking bylaws. The small building site really does not
allow for significant on-site parking.

| believe this clarifies the situation. It is certainly
unfortunate that access for site alteration requires the
use of Normandale. But this is in aid of protecting the

Contact Information mailto:info@Qunionvilleresidents.ca

natural features of the site, a not unreasonable
compromise | hope.

Settlement with Times Group

As described extensively in earlier newsletters, most
recently January, 2020, URA is a party to an LPAT
appeal by Times for their property on the south side
of Highway 7 between Verdale Crossing and Warden
Avenue. In late June, the City and Times announced
that they had reached a settlement on all the City’s
issues, to be documented in a Zoning Bylaw
Amendment (ZBA). The City’s issues closely mirrored
those of URA. After detailed analysis, the URA
Directors concluded that, on balance, we were also
satisfied with the ZBA. All other parties also
agreed. The July LPAT hearing became a settlement
hearing, and the LPAT approved the settlement.

The final settlement contains several important provisions
that are favourable to our community:

e Definitive specification for an office building of
20,000 sg. m. near corner of Warden and Hwy 7;

e Markham Centre’s first purpose-rental building
(300 units) including 60 units of affordable
housing;

e Provision for a 930 sq. m. neighbourhood centre
in one of the buildings, should the City request it;

e Phasing of construction to align with extension of
Rougeside Promenade westward to Warden.
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