Unionville Residents Association

Together our Voice is Stronger!
www.unionvilleresidents.ca

URA Member Meeting Minutes
Monday October 02, 2017
Markham Pan Am Centre

URA Directors:
Alick Siu, Peter Miasek, Gene Genin, Reid McAlpine, Donna Day, Geoff Pyne, Adam Poon
Regrets: Karen Lui, Tom Davies & Kanthini Rajakanthan

Elected Officials:

Councillor: Don Hamilton

Regional Councillor: Nirmala Armstrong
Councillor: Amanda Collucci

Attendance:
Approximately 40 members & guests

1. President’s Introduction
Meeting called to order at 7:05 PM by URA President, Alick Siu. Alick welcomed members and special guests.

2. Membership Matters

2.1 Councillor Updates

Don Hamilton provided updates on the following topics:

- York Downs development: Don is not supporting the current development proposal;

- Regional Chair: Markham Council supports an elected vs appointed chair person;

- 16 Ave Environmental Assessment: Heritage site designation is unlikely due to OMB ruling
- GO Train Horn Cessation: implementation is in progress

Nirmala Armstrong provided updates on the following topics:
- hosting of youth employment workshop for business as means to reducing homelessness
- York Region Chair nomination process is scheduled for discussion by Council on Oct 19t

3. Committee Reports & Focus Topics

3.1 Rooming Houses & Short-Term Accommodation (Geoff Pyne)

Geoff’s update confirmed that the consultants retained to help with the by-law update - Gladkey & Associates, are
recommending that parties looking to provide rooming houses and STA’s obtain by-law permission by applying for zoning
changes. At the October 03, 2017 public hearing the URA will recommend that a licensing, not zoning, approach be used to
manage rooming houses and short-term accommodations.

3.2 York Downs Redevelopment (Mike Gannon and Peter Miasek)
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Mike and Peter advised that the change in development partners has resulted in “unofficial” changes to the site plans. The
new site plan is being submitted to the City. Once formally submitted, other stakeholders such as York Region, TRCA, York
Region School Board and Ministry of Natural Resources will weigh in with issues. A key milestone on Markham’s position
will be the City staff report.

A URA Members’ workshop identified density, flood protection, traffic, internal road network and built form (mid-rise
condos) as key issues. On behalf of the URA Mike will submit a deputation to the City on October 16.

Reid advised that an OMB pre-hearing was scheduled for November 07.
3.3 Huges Briarwood Farm Redvelopment

Malcom advised members that a new redevelopment plan for the Hughes Farm property was submitted to the City. A
community information meeting is scheduled for October 26, 2017 at Markham City Hall - Council Chambers.

4. New Business
None.

5. Closing Remarks
Alick announced that the Annual General Meeting will take place after November’s URA meeting.

6. Meeting Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 9:45 PM



