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URA Member’s Meeting Minutes  
November 5th 2018 

Canada Room, Markham Civic Centre 
 

  

URA Directors Present: 

Alick Siu, Reid McAlpine, Donna Day, Peter Miasek, Joska Zerczi, Geoff Pyne 

 

Elected Officials: 

Don Hamilton (Regional Councillor Elect) 

Reid McAlpine (Ward 3 Councillor Elect) 

 

Invited Guests: 

Azim Ahmed, David Swanson, Jana Neumann, Prince Hall (all from Metrolinx) 

Jason Alfred, Georgia Tsoromocos (both from EllisDon) 

Loy Cheah (City of Markham Transportation Engineering) 

 

Attendance: 

Approximately 50 members and guests 

 

1. Call to Order 

Past-President Peter Miasek called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  

 

2. Discussion on Unionville GO station 

The EllisDon representatives discussed the upcoming construction program at Unionville GO station to 

expand the parking lot and add two extra tracks, including tunnels and elevators.  Work on the expanded 

parking lot has started.  The entire project will go until end 2020.  

 

The Metrolinx representatives discussed upcoming service changes, current ridership on the GO system 

and Metrolinx plans on “mobility integration”, i.e. shuttle bus service approaches.  

 

Mr Cheah addressed plans to improve pedestrian and cycling access to the station and the progress on the 

Mobility Hub study.   Audience members expressed concern about poor auto access today and lack of 

parking when increased service occurs.   

  



 

3. Annual General Meeting 

A hiatus was taken to conduct the AGM.  Separate minutes for the AGM have been prepared.  

 

4. Councillor  Updates 

Mr. Hamilton discussed his priorities as a new Regional Councillor, including getting York U back on track, 

dealing with the Region’s high debt load and improving interface with the Ward Councillors.  

 

Mr. McAlpine discussed his priorities as the new Ward 3 Councillor, including advancing the mobility hub 

and Secondary Plan studies, setting up a Markham Transportation Committee and working on housing 

affordability.  

 

5. York Downs Update  

Michael Gannon, chair of the URA subcommittee,  summarized the status of the York Downs LPAT hearing 

and the fact that the URA Board has indicated its willingness to move to a settlement subject to review of 

the final documents. 

 

Dennis Fortnum spoke on behalf of the NCRA.  The NCRA is not prepared to comment on the final 

developer offer until they see the final implementing documents and consult with their lawyer, who has 

been out of town.   They envision more discussion with the Developer prior to November 22 (LPAT 

teleconference).   

 

  

6. Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.  

 


