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Together our Voice is Stronger! 

www.unionvilleresidents.ca 

 
URA Members Meeting Minutes 

Monday January 21, 2019 
Markham Pan Am Centre 

 
URA Directors: 
Alick Siu, Peter Miasek, Michael Gannon, Gene Genin, Bill Bryans, Adam Poon & Geoff Pyne  
Regrets: Karen Lui, Donna Day Joska Zércz & Kanthini Rajakanthan  
 
Elected Officials:  
Councillors: Reid McAlpine, Amanda Collucci 
Regional Councillor: Joe Li 
Regional Councillor & Deputy Mayor: Don Hamilton 
 
Special Guests: 
Andrea Tang – Sr. Manager, Financial Planning at the City of Markham 
 
Attendance: 
15 members & guests.  
 
1. President’s Introduction 
Meeting called to order at 7:08 PM, by URA Director, Michael Gannon. Michael welcomed members, officials & 
guests. 
 
2. Special Topic 
City of Markham 2019 Budget Overview (Andrea Tang – Sr. Manager, Financial Planning, City of Markham) 
Ms. Tang provided an overview of Markham’s 2019 budget, that is scheduled for approval in March 2019. Key 
highlights included: 
 

• key budget pressure is due to wage settlements for unionized & non-unionized staff 

• proposed Markham tax increase is 2.07% ($26.21 on a $790,464 home); York Region increase is to be determined 

• Water & wastewater fee to increase by 7.8% 

 
3. Membership Meeting 
 
3.1 Membership Report (Kanthini Rajakanthan) 
No update provided 
 
3.2 Treasurer Update (Donna Day) 
No update provided. 
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4. Councillor Updates 
 
Regional Councilor & Deputy Mayor, Don Hamilton advised that the YRT purchased six new buses for $6M & 
that York Region is planning a new head office building.  
 
Councillor Reid McAlpine provided the following updates: 

• no new by-law enforcement staff were proposed for fiscal 2019 

• the developer for 3882 Highway 7 (between St Justin Martyr Church and Ellington condo) proposing a 
10-story building; public input meetings pending 

• for the Times developments on south-side of Highway 7, Transport Canada approved the construction 
of two, 36-story condos 

• for Markham Centre, the City has retained a consultant to conduct a secondary plan 

• a Main St. Unionville streetscape requirements meeting is planned for February; date to be determined 

• Unionvilla redevelopment construction is scheduled to start in February 

• at the Amica Residences at 34 Main St. the construction of two more high-rises starts in couple of 
months 

• the Anti-Horn gate construction is behind schedule by several months 

• volunteer positions on community boards are available; open house planned for February  
 

5. Committee Reports & Focus Topics 
  
5.1 Times Group Development – Height Increase (Peter Miasek)  
Peter advised that the URA will oppose the Times Group request to increase heights from 20 to 40-stories at the 
next Local Planning Appeals Tribunal (LPAT) hearing scheduled for June 27.  
     
5.2 Bill 66 – Restoring our Competitiveness Act (Peter Miasek) 
Peter provided an overview of the changes proposed in Ontario’s Bill 66. The key concern is municipalities ability 
to bypass land use restrictions – such as the Green Belt & Clean Water Act, where development results in the 
creation of 100 or more jobs. Reid commented that the Ontario government’s plan to increase affordable 
housing by reducing development fees may result in higher property taxes. For example, the removal of water 
infrastructure fees from development charges would add approximately $700 to property tax bills. 
 
 5.3 Regional Gov Review (Peter Miasek) 
Peter advised that the provincial government has retained consultants to review the municipal structure across 
nine GTA-area regions. A report is due in the summer of 2019. Members agreed that the URA should submit, to 
the study group, a set of guidelines with which to evaluate proposed changes.    
 
6. New Business 
 
Mavis Smile announced that the Unionville Historical Society was hosting guest speaker Sandra McNamara on 
Monday January 28 at Central United Church. 
 
7. Meeting Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM 


