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URA Members Meeting Minutes
Monday January 06, 2020
Markham Pan Am Centre

URA Directors:
Alick Siu, Peter Miasek, Michael Gannon, Donna Day, Gene Genin, Bill Bryans, Adam Poon, Richard
Tranquada, Mary Caporusso, Ken Ackles and Joska Zérczi

Elected Officials:
Councillors: Reid McAlpine
Regional Councillor & Deputy Mayor: Don Hamilton

Special Guests:
Alice Lam — Sr. Manager, Road, Survey and Utilities Division, City of Markham
Morgan Jones — Director of Operations, City of Markham

Attendance:
30 members & guests

1. President’s Introduction
Director & Board Secretary, Gene Genin, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Gene welcomed
members, officials & guests.

2. Special Topic

City of Markham 2020 Winter Operations and Survey

Ms. Lam and Mr. Jones provided an overview of Markham’s winter operations plan. Staff held two
Council workshops and conducted a telephone survey of residents. In general, residents surveyed are
satisfied with current snow clearance service levels on local roads, sidewalks and driveway windrows.
Over the past year about 12% of surveyed residents have contacted the City with complaints regarding
these three areas.

No changes to service levels in these three areas are proposed, although calls and feedback regarding
specific situations are encouraged. Three URA members asked staff to follow up on specific snow
removal and ice management issues.
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Based on Council direction, Operations is planning to pilot pathway snow removal near schools. The
challenges with pathway service include limestone and asphalt surfaces, overgrown bushes and the
locating of paths when covered by snow.

For roadways without sidewalks, members asked about the feasibility of plowing a “walking strip” near
the curb. These low-traffic areas are prone to snow and ice accumulation due to lack of traffic. Traffic is
needed for proper salt dispersion. Staff thought that the current contract does not allow sidewalk
plows on roads and did not see a viable solution. No follow ups were identified.

3. Membership Matters

3.1 Meeting Minutes
The November 04, 2019 meeting minutes were reviewed and approved.

4. Councillor Updates

Regional Councillor and Deputy Mayor, Don Hamilton advised that arterial road widening in Markham
is a dominant issue. Regarding the proposed widening of 16" Ave, three of the four Markham Regional
Councillors are supportive.

Brampton Transit, in response to traffic congestion, provides free transit for seniors. Estimated cost of
the program is $1.2 million per year. Several members spoke of the need for shuttle buses and on-
demand transit.

Councillor Reid McAlpine provided the following updates:
e City conducting road widening workshop on January 22, 2020
e City approved at 1.95% tax increase in Markham’s portion of property taxes. York Region’s
increase is not finalized at this time
e For first time in many years, the City has tendered the waste collection service

5. Committee Reports & Focus Topics

5.1 28 Main Street Development (Richard Tranquada)

Richard advised that URA directors had several concerns with the revised proposal. Specifically, the
recent request for the addition of 13 stories in order to accommodate above-ground parking. Soil
testing shows that underground parking may not be feasible. A meeting with City staff is scheduled.

5.2 Arterial Road Widenings (Mike Gannon)

Mike provided an overview of the Notice of Completion of the Environmental Assessment for 16™" Ave.
widening. The assessment recommends that the stretch from Woodbine to McCowan be widened to
six lanes to accommodate extra transit and HOV lanes. Another recommendation is the provisioning of
continuous active transportation facilities between Woodbine and York Durham Road.

20200124.2



A URA subcommittee, consisting of Alick Siu, Peter Miasek, Bill Bryans, Dennis Fortnum, Richard
Tranquada and subcommittee chair, Mike Gannon, will focus on 16 Ave. and other planned Markham
road widenings.

The February 3™ members meeting is planning to discuss the best way to research the effect of road
widenings and the development of a URA position.

5.3 GO Transit Service to Union Station (Peter Miasek)

Peter advised that weekday evening GO service has been reduced significantly since early November
and, counter intuitively, is now worse than on weekends. The URA filed a complaint with GO Transit.
No response as of this time.

6. Meeting Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.
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