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URA Members Meeting Minutes
Monday February 03, 2020
Markham Pan Am Centre

URA Directors:
Alick Siu, Peter Miasek, Michael Gannon, Donna Day, Gene Genin, Bill Bryans, Adam Poon, Mary
Caporusso, Ken Ackles and Jéska Zérczi

Elected Officials:
Councillors: Reid McAlpine
Regional Councillor & Deputy Mayor: Don Hamilton

Attendance:
37 members & guests

1. President’s Introduction
President, Alick Siu, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Alick welcomed members, officials &
guests.

2. Membership Matters

2.1 Meeting Minutes (Gene Genin)

The January 06, 2020 meeting minutes were reviewed and approved.

2.2 Membership Status (Donna Day)

Membership Director, Donna Day provided the following membership statistics, as of January 2020:

Year 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 Jan
Households 299 315 318 330 330
Subscriptions NA 154 164 158 150

Total NA* 573 482 488 480

Paid 128 104 94 91 57
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3. Committee Reports & Focus Topics

3.1 Main Street Streetscape Project (Joska Zérczi)

Jéska presented two streetscape options the City is considering for Main Street. Concept 1 maintains
the same street width while Concept 2 features a narrower roadway with wider sidewalks. Concept 2
also moves parking to the eastside of the street. A variation considered for both options is the
“Enhanced Treatment” where paver blocks are used for road surfaces instead of asphalt. A concern
raised was the affect a narrower roadway would have on delivery vehicles and traffic flow.

Next steps are the completion of detailed engineering plans for the selected option. The current
budget of $4.06M includes the additional cost of pavers.

Motion: The URA supports Concept 2 and the enhanced treatment paver block road surface.
Moved by Joska Zérczi
Seconded by Peter Miasek
In a show of hands, the motion was approved by a vote of 19 for and 12 against

Motion carried

3.2 Arterial Road Widenings (Mike Gannon)

Following last month’s meeting, Mike Gannon provided a detailed evaluation of the 16™ Ave. widening
Environmental Assessment The assessment recommends that the stretch from Woodbine to McCowan
be widened to six lanes in order to accommodate two transit/HOV lanes. Another recommendation
includes the provisioning of continuous active transportation facilities between Woodbine and York
Durham Road. In response, the URA submitted two letters to the Region describing members’ concerns
with the study, e.g., inadequate stakeholder engagement, strategic fit and lack of alternative options.

Subcommittee members (Peter Miasek, Bill Bryans, Dennis Fortnum) and URA member, Nesta Morris,
presented their learnings from the January 22, 2020 city-sponsored transportation workshop and their
perspective on the impact road widening would have on traffic and the community. Regional Councillor
Don Hamilton, confirmed that the mayor and the other three Regional Councillors favoured the
widening of 16™ Ave.

The subcommittee proposed two alternate motions for the members to chose. Prior to voting, the
following two amendments were proposed:

First Motion to Amend: That the scope of the study to alternatives to road widening include general-
purpose traffic instead of dedicated HOV lanes.

Moved by Bruce Tilden
Not Seconded. Therefore, no vote
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Motion failed

Second Motion to Amend: The scope studies of alternatives to road widening include intersection
signal light synchronization.
Moved by Adam Poon
Seconded by Peter Miasek
In a show of hands, the motion was rejected with a vote of five for and nine against
Motion failed

Members then voted on the two main motions:

First Motion: The URA generally supports the 16™ Ave. EA findings, but recommends more studies be
conducted on other Markham road widenings.

Moved by Mike Gannon

Seconded by Peter Miasek

In a show of hands, the motion was unanimously rejected
Motion failed

Second Motion: The URA rejects the 161Ave. EA findings and recommends that more study be
conducted to include alternatives to the widening of 16" Ave. and other Markham roadways.

Moved by Mike Gannon

Seconded by Peter Miasek

In a show of hands, the motion was accepted with a vote or thirteen for and one against
Motion passed

4. Councillor Updates

Councillor Reid McAlpine provided the following updates:
e The City is hosting a Markham Trails open house on February 13, 2020.
e The controversial practice of National flag raising at city hall is scheduled for council discussion
on February 11, 2020.
e On February 18, 2020 Metrolinx is conducting public presentations on the electrification and
twining of the Stouffville GO Train line.

5. New Business
With respect to Markham's traffic situation the following motion was proposed:

Motion: The URA requests that York Region retain consultant, lan Lockwood, to conduct a
comprehensive study of the region’s proposed road widening plans for Markham.

Moved by Dennis Fortnum
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Seconded by Peter Miasek
In a show of hands, the motion was unanimously accepted
Motion passed

6. Meeting Adjournment
Alick adjourned the meeting at 9:05 pm.
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