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Together our Voice is Stronger! 

www.unionvilleresidents.ca 

 
URA Members Meeting Minutes 

Monday March 02, 2020 
Markham Pan Am Centre 

 

URA Directors: 
Alick Siu, Richard Tranquada, Peter Miasek, Michael Gannon, Donna Day, Gene Genin, Adam Poon, 
Mary Caporusso, Ken Ackles and Jóska Zérczi 
 
Elected Officials:  
Councillors: Reid McAlpine 
Regional Councillor & Deputy Mayor: Don Hamilton 
 
Attendance: 
20 members & guests  
 
1. President’s Introduction 
Past-president, Peter Miasek, called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm. Peter welcomed members, 
officials & guests. 
 
2. Markham Waste Management and Single-use Plastics (Claudia Marsalis – City of Markham) 
 
Claudia updated members on the impact Ontario’s Waste-Free Act, 2016 will have on Markham’s 
waste management and recycling practices. Current waste diversion programs cover only 15 percent of 
Ontario’s waste stream. The act’s key objective is to increase that percentage and further move 
Ontario towards a “circular economy”. Highlights of Claudia’s presentation include: 
 

• As of 2023 producers will be responsible for 100% of recycling costs – up from the current 50% 

• An exception to the cost allocation is food waste category since it is difficult trace the owner 
or producer 

• Items accepted for blue-box recycling will be standardized across Ontario 

• Recycling is cost-effective over a 10-year period. However, short-term cost-effectiveness 
varies because of the price fluctuations of individual recycled materials 
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3. Membership Matters 
 
3.1 Meeting Minutes (Gene Genin) 
 
 The February 03, 2020 meeting minutes were reviewed and approved. 
 
2.2 Membership Status (Donna Day) 
 
 Membership status report deferred to next meeting. 
 
4. Committee Reports & Focus Topics 
 
4.1 28 Main Street Development (Richard Tranquada) 
  
Richard updated members on the condo tower design changes requested by the developer. Because 
excessive ground water limits excavation depth, the new property owners are requesting a height 
adjustment from 33 to 47 stories. This adjustment would accommodate nine stories of above-ground 
parking. In response, the URA is making a deputation at the Development Services Committee (DSC) 
meeting scheduled for March 3rd. URA is concerned about the precedent the above ground parking 
design would make.  
     
4.2 Arterial Road Widenings (Peter Miasek) 
 
Following last month’s motions regarding the scope of the URA’s Road Widening sub-committee, Peter  
confirmed that subcommittee members are planning to meet with city planners to see if the region’s 
study scope can include widening alternatives such as reversable lanes and intersection improvements. 
 
5. Councillor Updates 
 
Regional Councillor and Deputy Mayor, Don Hamilton provided the following updates: 

• Thanks to help from Paul Morrison and Shanta Sundarason the GO trains horns will no longer 
be used at road crossings 

• Given the spread of the Covid-19 virus across York Region and Markham, the city is making 
mitigation plans. Details pending 

 
Councillor Reid McAlpine provided the following updates: 

• A proposal for an eight-story condo at 3882 Highway #7 was approved by City council 

• For a proposed eight-story condo on Helen Avenue, Reid will be requesting a plan for the area 
since the condo building will be next to family homes 

• A draft of a report on affordable housing will be coming to council in the next few weeks 

• In anticipation of the Markham York University campus, council will be looking at rooming 
house regulations  
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 6. New Business 
 
None 
 
 7. Meeting Adjournment 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm. 


