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Together our Voice is Stronger! 

www.unionvilleresidents.ca 

 
URA Members Meeting Minutes 

Monday, September 14, 2020 
Video Conference 

 

URA Directors: 
Alick Siu, Richard Tranquada, Peter Miasek, Michael Gannon, Donna Day, Gene Genin, Ken Ackles and 
Jóska Zérczi 
 
Elected Officials:  
Councillor: Reid McAlpine 
Regional Councillor & Deputy Mayor: Don Hamilton 
 
Attendance: 
Approximately 24 members & guests  
 
1. President’s Introduction 
Director, Jóska Zérczi, called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm. Jóska welcomed members, officials & 
guests. 
 
2. Membership Matters 
 
2.1 Meeting Minutes (Jóska Zérczi) 
 
 Review of the March 2020 meeting minutes deferred to next meeting. 
 
2.2 Membership Status (Donna Day) 
 
Director, Donna Day provided the following membership status report:  
 

• 453 households are active members (333 member and 120 subscriber status households) 

• Membership numbers have been stable since 2011, other than the addition of 160 households 
in 2018 

• 76 households have up-to-date membership payment status 

• The current membership drive program features a donation to Markham-Stouffville hospital 
for every renewal or new membership. As of this date, four renewals have been received. 
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2.3 Treasurer Update (Donna Day) 
 
Director, Donna Day provided the following treasury report:  
 

• Current bank balance is $6,011 

• Annual expenses are typically $3,100. This year’s operating expenses are significantly lower 
because Covid-19 meeting cancellations resulted in lower meeting room fees 

• URA fiscal ended August 31. Full report will be presented at the Annual General Meeting in 
November. Interim expenses, for the fiscal year, were $2,151. This is a 31% reduction as 
compared to fiscal 2019.    

 
3. Committee Reports & Focus Topics 
 
3.1 16th Avenue Widening (Michael Gannon) 
  
Michael advised that the passage of Bill 197 – The Covid-19 Recovery Act, meant that environmental 
assessments (EA) are no longer required for a range of development projects such as road widenings. 
As a result, the 16th Avenue widening is EA no longer relevant. 
 
In response, the subcommittee will look at other ways of influencing the decision process. Options 
under consideration are influencing York Region’s Transportation Masterplan and political engagement 
to affect capital spending priorities.  
     
3.2 Arterial Road Widenings (Peter Miasek) 
 
Following February’s meeting motions regarding the URA subcommittee’s scope, Peter confirmed that 
the subcommittee was successful in getting the York Region planners to look at eight additional traffic 
congestion mitigation scenarios that include updating road demand forecasts. 
 
3.3 Times Group and Aryeh Developments (Peter Miasek) 
 
Peter advised that the city and URA have come to an agreement with the Times Group regarding 
development planned for the Warden and Highway #7 area. The agreed to plan includes 6,200 units, 
46 story towers, 20,000 sq. ft. of retail space, affordable housing and a neighbourhood center.  
 
The Aryeh development – Warden, south of Highway #7, is in LPAT review. The issues are the 
suitability of above ground parking and inadequate allocation of park space. 
 
3.4 Markham Secondary Plan (Richard Tranquada) 
 
Richard advised that the City has retained Gladki Planning Associates to develop the secondary plan for 
Markham Centre. Two online meetings have been held and a third is scheduled. So far, the topics have 
been high-level and not substantive. Richard will continue to monitor on behalf of the URA. 
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3.5 Unionville Main Street Revitalization ((Jóska Zérczi) 
 
Due to Covid-19, Main Street revitalization planning has been delayed. Attention has been directed 
towards mitigating Covid-19’s impact on businesses with temporary changes to outdoor patio sizes, 
pedestrian traffic management and vehicle traffic restrictions. 
 
4. Councillor Updates 
 
Regional Councillor and Deputy Mayor, Don Hamilton provided the following updates: 

• The Region is updating population projections and the impact of work-from-home on 
transportation needs 

• The mayor remains committed to the current road widening plans at this time. 

• The City is also assessing Covid-19’s budget impact resulting from revenue losses, staffing 
changes and PPE purchases 

 
Councillor Reid McAlpine provided the following updates: 

• York Region Police (YRP) reported that one suspect of the recent Main Street robberies was 
arrested. A second suspect was identified and is being sought 

• Since Markham is not meeting population targets, Reid advocated for a reassessment of 
Markham Centre development plans 

• TRCA is conducting public floodplain consultations as a follow on to the publishing of new flood 
plain boundaries. Fortunately, the revised floodplain area is smaller overall, but the area near 
Highway #7 was expanded 

• Briarwood Farm development is back underway so additional construction traffic will impact 
Normandale before switching to the 16th Avenue driveway 

• The Sheridan Nursey site redevelopment proposal is working its way through City planning. 
Reid would like to see the secondary plan completed before the proposal is reviewed 

• The eight-story condo proposal for Helen Avenue has also been submitted. Reid would also like 
to see the secondary plan completed before reviewing the proposal 

• York University is moving forward with a 500 unit, privately managed, student housing 
procurement. With a student population of 4,000, the growth of illegal housing is a key 
concern  

 
 5. New Business 
 
None 
 
 6. Meeting Adjournment 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm. 


