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Together our Voice is Stronger!
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URA Members Meeting Minutes
Monday October 05, 2020
Video Conference

URA Directors:
Alick Siu, Richard Tranquada, Peter Miasek, Michael Gannon, Donna Day, Gene Genin, Adam Poon and
Jéska Zérczi

Elected Officials:
Councillor: Reid McAlpine
Regional Councillor & Deputy Mayor: Don Hamilton

Attendance:
Approximately 24 members & guests

1. President’s Introduction and Opening Remarks
President, Alick Siu, called the meeting to order at 7:10 pm. Alick welcomed members, officials &
guests.

2. Membership Matters

2.1 Meeting Minutes (Gene Genin)

The distributed September 14, 2020 meeting minutes were reviewed and approved without changes.

2.2 Membership Matters (Donna Day)

Constitutional amendments will be proposed at November’s Annual General Meeting (AGM). A draft of
the proposed amendments will be sent out prior to the meeting. Proposed constitutional changes
include: the definition of members in good standing; the use of online meetings during pandemic
conditions; membership fees and the Unionville Ratepayers to Unionville Residents Association name
change.
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3. Councillor Updates
Councillor Reid McAlpine provided the following updates for URA members:

e A major concern continues to be the impact of illegal student housing on surrounding
neighbourhoods resulting from York University’s Markham campus. To mitigate some of the
student housing related problems, York University plans to retain Scion Consulting to conduct a
formal study of student resident requirements.

e Whereas rules governing secondary suites are set by the province, laws governing rooming
houses are set by the city. Currently, rooming houses are not permitted in Markham, but in
addition to following up with Ontario Tech University’s student housing experience, Reid has
asked city planning staff to review by-laws governing rooming houses as a means to controlling
this currently illegal form of accommodations

e A traffic safety audit report was submitted to the Development Services Council (DSC) outlining
problematic areas. The next step is for staff to develop mitigation plans for the accident-prone
areas

e The number of property standards complaints in 2020 is lower as compared to 2019.
Nonetheless, enforcement remains difficult because of ambiguous standards and very limited
enforcement tools. Extended compliance time allowances and lack of court enforcement is
causing the city to look at a residents’ guide and other types of public education as means to
improving property standards compliance

Regional Councillor and Deputy Mayor, Don Hamilton provided the following updates regarding
regional issues:

e COVID-19 continues to dominate the regional agenda since municipal health is managed by the
region. An unfortunate side effect of mask usage is disposal of masks into recycling streams.
Contaminated recyclables are complicating waste processing and placing collection and
processing staff at risk

e A change to household waste collection means that packing Styrofoam must be taken to
recycling depots. Styrofoam food trays are still permitted be included with household non-
recyclable waste

e Due to higher crime rates community and police safety meetings are a lot more popular

e Rat infestation is bigger problem in Markham due to growth in green bin usage and the loss of
field habitat to housing development

e Despite Covid-19 revenue and expense impact York Region’s capital budget for new roads
remains in good shape due to Federal grants

e The Main Street Remembrance Day ceremony and the Christmas parade are cancelled this
year. Remembrance Day wreaths will be placed at the cenotaph where citizens can place

poppies
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4. Committee Reports & Focus Topics

4.1 Markham Center Secondary Plan (Richard Tranquada)

Under the stewardship of John Gladki - planning consultant, the secondary plan committee has
established guiding principles regarding aspects, such as density, for Markham Center. Additional
public meetings scheduled for late October. Councillor McAlpine cautioned that density numbers are
important for inclusion in the secondary plan to control the number of high-rise developments.

4.2 Unionville Floodplain Mapping Boundary Update (Richard Tranquada)

In 2019 the Toronto Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) updated the floodplain boundaries for the
Unionville Special Policy Area (SPA is a flood plain designation for historic communities such as Main
Street Unionville). Richard, who has been following the project, advised that the TRCA is close to
completing the final consultation phase of the engagement. The boundary revisions reduce the
floodplain area in the north-end of Unionville, but expand coverage in the Main Street and Enterprise
Rd. vicinity.

Additional information regarding the Unionville SPA can be found at:
https://yourvoicemarkham.ca/unionvillespecialpolicyarea

4.3 Transportation and Road Widenings (Peter Miasek)

The committee continues to dialogue with Brian Titherington (York Region Director, Transportation &
Infrastructure Planning) and his team. With help from Don Hamilton, several transportation scenarios
were submitted by the URA sub-committee for evaluation by Brian’s team. The scenario studies may
help substantiate the need for road widening.

5. York University Markham Campus Student Housing Presentation (Jack Winberg - President & CEO
of Rockport Group)

Jack and his team presented Rockport’s preliminary design for purpose-built student housing for York
University’s Markham campus. The design is in anticipation of a Request-for-Proposal (RFP) from York
University for student housing next to the new campus site. The proposal involves developing a parcel
of land, currently owned by Rockport Group, located next to Crothers High School. The Rockport Group
specializes in the construction of purpose-built residences. Examples of recent projects include the
Amica senior’s residence located next to Crothers High School and the proposed student housing site.

The preliminary design includes approximately 240 suites with 400 beds contained in a 32-story
building. The plan is to use Markham Energy’s central heating and cooling infrastructure. Because a
high underground water table limits below-grade excavation, parking will be limited to 50 vehicles plus
500 spaces for bikes.
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6. New Business
None
7. Meeting Adjournment

Meeting adjourned at 8:54 pm.
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