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Together our Voice is Stronger! 

www.unionvilleresidents.ca 

 
URA Members and Meeting Minutes 

Monday, November 02, 2020 
Video Conference 

 

URA Directors: 
Alick Siu, Richard Tranquada, Bill Bryans, Mary Caporusso, Peter Miasek, Michael Gannon, Donna Day, 
Gene Genin, Jóska Zérczi, Roland Hosein and Jeffery Taylor 
 
Elected Officials:  
Councillor: Reid McAlpine 
Regional Councillor & Deputy Mayor: Don Hamilton 
Member of Provincial Parliament for Markham-Unionville: Billy Pang 
 
Attendance: 
Approximately 34 members & guests  
 
1. President’s Introduction 
Alick Siu called the meeting to order at 7:35 pm. Alick welcomed members, officials & guests. 
 
2. Membership Matters 
 
2.1 Meeting Minutes (Gene) 
 
The October 05, 2020 meeting minutes distributed several days earlier, were reviewed and approved 
without changes. 
 
2.2 Membership Report (Donna Day) 
 
Membership report was presented during earlier AGM session 

 
2.3 Treasurer Update (Donna Day) 
 
Treasurer report was presented during earlier AGM session 
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3. Committee Reports & Focus Topics 
 
3.1 Markham Center Secondary Plan (Richard Tranquada) 
 
The workgroup, led by Gladki planning consultants, completed a session to establish the secondary 
plan guiding principles. The next milestone is delivery of the consultant’s preliminary report.   
 
3.2 28 Main Street Condo Development (Richard Tranquada) 
 
The requested adjustments for the 28 Main St. development continue to be reviewed by city planners. 
Because of the softening condo market, there is a risk that current development plans will change.  
  
4. Councillor Updates 
 
Councillor Reid McAlpine provided the following updates: 
 

• Due to COVID-19 the City has incurred $17M capital and $6M operating budget deficits. The 
capital deficit is due to the deferral of water rate increases. Council is considering making up 
the capital budget shortfall by dipping into the city’s emergency reserve fund 

• Metrolinx is meeting with Unionville Villagers Association (UVA) to review the Union-to-
Stouffville GO line expansion plans 

• A November 18th meeting is scheduled to review a 14 story senior residents’ proposal for the 
Hildebrand property located on Highway 7 between Warden and Village Parkway 

• The Watford Group’s recent bankruptcy declaration has put the plans for the Watford condo 
development, planned for the west side of old Main Street, at risk. The impact of the 
bankruptcy is not known at this time  

• A community consultation meeting, regarding development of a property on the north-east 
corner of Enterprise Blvd and the GO train tracks, is scheduled for December 

• An online community consultation regarding design of parkland located south of Royal Crest 
Court, between Birchmount and Warden, is scheduled for December 17 

  
Regional Councillor and Deputy Mayor, Don Hamilton provided the following updates: 
 

• The planned 7.8% water rate increase for 2020 was deferred to soften the financial impact on 
residents of COVID-19. Instead, a 2.9% increase in water rates is scheduled for fiscal 2021. 

• The deputy mayor continues to lobby for the $4.1M Main Street refresh. If approved by council, 
design work would take place in 2021 with reconstruction in 2022 

• COVID-19 continues to impact businesses. Contagion trends point to additional lockdowns 

• Mike Killingsworth, Deputy City Clerk for Bylaw enforcement, announced his retirement   
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5. Q&A with MPP Billy Pang 
 
MPP Billy Pang answered questions from URA members on a wide-range of topics regarding provincial 
changes in development approval, energy policy and COVID-19 response.   
 
 6. Meeting Adjournment 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm. 


