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FEDERATION OF RATEPAYERS OF MARKHAM

The Federation is an umbrella group of ratepayers and other community
organizations in the Town of Markham. Formed initially by member ratepayer
groups of the Town of Markham after what was viewed as a lack of response by
the Town to community concerns and in particular the Official Plan Review. The
Federation has since expanded its’ mandate to cover other Town proposals that it
sees as prime examples of poor planning. With it's broad community base and
3 professional planners within its ranks, it's well placed to comment on the town’s
planning proposals.

One of the Federation’s main concerns at present is the proposal by 1DJ
Developments for a rezoning change in the Vinegar Hill area, (east side of Hwy.
#48, south of Rouge Sireet), bringing 3 apartment buildings, medium density
townhouses, and a large commercial centre into an area originally zoned for
single family housing.

The developers survey, presented o planning was questioned, when ‘~it~ﬂwas
noted it comprised an advertisement in a local paper asking residents to write and
tell them which sort of dwelling they would be interested in purchasing there.

That Council was considering their application, when they seemed not to have
made a market study appeared odd to the Federation.

Market studies generally are made prior to a submission of any application.
This example of “ad hoc” planning is an area of concern to the Federation.

With the upcoming Municipal elections in mind, the Federation plans t,o‘seek
out candidates who will be more receptive to community concerns. E;

The Federation acknowledges it will have to get involved politically if it istobe
more effective.




MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

§§88 Membership Drive commences in May. Unionville has grown to over
6000 homes in the last 3 to 4 years.

C{wering this large number is straining the resources of your executive. We
will be contacting many U.R.A. members 1o enlist your support to canvass your
neighbour. Membership is the life blood of the Association.

With many pressing issues coming before Council almost on a daily basis a
strong ratepayers association is essential.

PLEASE JOIN WHEN OUR CANVASSER CALLS.
Our WiP. Membership - Ken Wootton 477-6894

\,;M@NTHLY MEETINGS

Held 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in Crosby Arena
Meeting Room. All welcome.

FONTHILL/FRED VARLEY DRIVE DEVELOPMENT

We reported on the planned development of this site in our Fall/Winter
Newsletter.

A further proposal has been submitted to the Town of Markham by Heron
Homes for the development of this property. The proposal submitied is for 7
single family residential homes and 8 fownhouse condominiums. While thisisa
raduction from the original 11 townhouses proposed it is still considered
excessive for this sensitive area.

The proposal is currently being reviewed by the Town’s Planning Department
and is expected to come before the Planning Committee very soon. At this time
the residents and U.R.A. will once again have an opportunity to convince Council
to retain a development of reasonable density.

e T e

We have heard since the above report that the property has changed hands for
some $900 000.00. The new owners now have a considerable incentive to
maximise the return on their investment. The association believes that the new
owners will proceed with the latest Heron Homes Plans.

SAVE THE ROUGE VALLEY SYSTEM

This group has been lobbying foralong time to attempt to get the government
to preserve our natural areas. The Federal Environment Minister, Tom McMillan,
recently paid a visit to the Rouge Valley in Scarborough, at the behest of SRVS, to
see first hand just what this group has been talking about. SRVS presented Mr.
McMillan with a plan that linked the area adjacent to the Metro Zoo with Milne
Park and Bruce’s Mill Conservation area, in effect, a natural area following the
Rouge and it's tributaries that completely encircled Markham, and linked up to
this major conservation area in Scarborough.

If adopted, the plan could have a major impact on areas presently under
consideration for redevelopment. If not, many of these beautiful natural areas will
be lost forever, as SRVS feels that present guidelines are too liberal, and offer
little or no protection for our natural environment.



MAIN STREET UNIONVILLE

Your Association recently attended a public information meeting regarding
commercial rezoning proposals in Main Street below Hwy. #7. Whilst we can
empathize with the feelings of the present residents of Main Street, for whom the
residential character of the area has all but disappeared due to the present uses
that have been allowed on and around Main Street South, we feel that the
residents of East Drive deserve more consideration, and are deserving of our
support in deploring commercial incursion into a residential zone. At this
meeting, Councillor Scarpeili suggested that some areas could be developed
into townhouses. It seems that some type of compromise may be necessary ifa
residential character is to be maintained.

With regards to the proposals on Main Street, north of Carlton Road, we do not
agree that the properties on the northwest corner be zoned commercial. It was
not that long ago that Council endorsed Carlton Road as being the northernmost
limit of the commerical area, and your association is not happy with this new
proposal.

If these properties are not suitable for residential use, something we believe
Council has vet to demonstrate, then the buildings should be converted into a
community use, or demolished, and the properties integrated into the Toogood
Pond Park area. Zoning these properties commercial will only serveto aggrevate
an already deplorable parking problem on Main Street. Your Association believes
that this lack of parking space will lead to a decline in the ambience of Main
Street, and feels that until a comprehensive parking sclution has been worked out
with the existing merchants of Main Street, that a halt be called to any further
commerical development in the area.

WINTER CARNIVAL

We have another successful Winter Carnival behind us, and it is time to thank
all concerned, not the least of which being the commitiees of the Unionville
Ratepayers Association who put together the dance and the Sunday activities on
Toogood Pond. We must also not forget the volunteers who helped us run the
kids’ games on the Pond, in particular the folks from the Block Parents
Association, and thanks to the Lions Club who provided the pancakes and hot
drinks that really hit the spot! Many thanks, one and all.

It is always a pleasure to thank local businesses for their support, becauseitis
a gauge of their involvement and concern for their community. We canvass every
year for door prizes for our dance, and cash donations to help offset the not
insignificant cost of staging the Carnival.

The businesses who supporied us this year are:

Town Beauty Parlour Johnson & Daniel
Queen’s Pantry Muriels's Flowers
Canadiana Curtains Living Waters’ Restaurant
Designers’ Touch Interiors Bridle Trail Pharmacy

We also had four corporate sponsors this year:

Monarch Construction Great Gulf Homes
Tridet Corp. Bramalea Lid.

Then there is Laurie Cavan, Manager of Crosby Arena, and the crew from
Parks & Recreation who made a sterling effort to ensure that we had ice on the



Pond. We had a few nail-biting moments, mid-week when Laurie toid us we may
not be able to use the Pond as the warm weather of the preceeding week had
created large gaps on the ice surface. Parks & Recreation worked through one
night flooding the Pond to create the ice surface that we needed. They went the
extra mile for us, and we thought that you should know. We really appreciated
their efforts.

The results of the Mens’ Broomball & Snow Pitch games.

Broomball
Bauer 1
Addington 3 Addington 1
Greencroft 2 Aitken Cir. 0
Aitken Cir. 4 Addington 1
42nd. St. 1 Carlton 2
Too Bads 0  42nd. St 0
Fairfield o Carlton 4
Carlton 2
Snow Pitch
Dalecroft 8
Euclid 14 Euclid 8
Addington 12 Addington 0
Unimark 2

There was no ladies broomball this year, as only one team entered. So for all
you ladies out there, there is a trophy for the taking. But not until nextyear. Same
time, same place.

Finally, a big “thank-you” to all of you who supported us at the dance, an
imporiant event for us, as proceeds go to pay for our activities the next day on the
Pond.

IN BRIEF

1.

The next A.G.M. will be held in September 1988. We would like a big turn
out especially as this will proceed the all candidate meeting prior to
municipal elections. Date & guest speaker will be announced in the
Economist and Sun.

It would be nice if Council would maintain iis position, especially when it
formulates and approves an official plan. The northside of Hwy. #7 from
Warden to Village Parkway is officially zoned residential. With illegal
banners and signs announcing their businesses; we can all guess which
way development is going. Too latel! | saw official application signs asking
for the rezoning on 3 properties.

Some say that Main Street south of Hwy. #7 was a lovely residential area
some years ago. It had a chance to remain residential and supplement East
Drive. Council allowed illegal and legal pockets of business. Now it seems
too late (see article Main Street).

Save the Rouge System has a Markham Chapter. Contact Steven
Marshall, telephone 294-1187.



