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One of the most popular activities at the Unionv

was the children’s colouring contest. The event, held on September 8 at
Toogood Pond, braved soggy weather and proved that community spitit
is alive and well. Once again, the Lions Club served their famous hot
dogs and hamburgers. Participants danced the Macarena to the sounds
of the blue-grass band “Crabgrass”. The best decorated bicycles were
judged by a team headed by the Hon. David Tsubouchi and the
colouring contest judging team was lead by Councillor Jim Jones.

Annual Meeting
7:30 P.M. Monday, October 21, 1996

Markham Civie Cenlre
Canadw Boom

Topic: Varley Art Gallery
Speaker: Councillor Jim Jones

Picnic Raffle
Winning Numbers

(name of prize coniributor shown in brackets)

342811 - Dave Matthews Band CD (J. Reingold)
343132 - Canister Set (Queens Pantry)

343055 - Shampoo, cut, style (Carelli Hair Salon)
342795 - Coffee, dessert for two (Toogood Coffee)
342867 - Coffee, dessert for two (Toogood Coffee)
342807 - $50 gift certificate (Hartman, McKay)
342832 - $20 gift certificate (Eclectics)

342939 - “Bright Wings” (Backyard Naturalist)

If you have a winning number, please call 470-9948

Decision Date: Oclober 8, 1996. (?)
Ratepayer Survey Inside

Recent changes to the Municipal Act allow municipalities to
charge for waste collection on a unit basis. To date, over 60
Ontario municipalities, including Belleville, Brockville and
Trenton, implemented user-pay programs. In March of 1996, the
Ontario Government awarded a $190,000 grant to Markham to
set up a demonstration program on how a user-pay system can
work in a large urban municipality. The waste management
committee has been working on this since then and they will
present their recommendations to Council on October 8, 1996.

Under the user-pay system, householders will purchase tags at
a proposed price of $1 each and affix one to every bag of
garbage they put out. Getting one or two bags of garbage taken
away for free will be considered as alternatives. The average
household in Markham produces 2.4 bags of garbage per week.
Recyclables will continue to be taken away without charge.

The Town’s consultants expect that a full user-pay system
would result in a 35% reduction in the volume of garbage we
produce due to a combination of more efficient recycling,
increased composting and more conscientious use of resources.
They expect that the reduced volumes will translate into cost
savings and will extend the life of existing landfills. They
consider the user-pay system to be more equitable because it
places the onus of paying for waste disposal on those who
generate the waste.

'The cost of waste disposal is disclosed separately - on
- Markham'’s residential tax bill. About $160 out of a typical tax
bill of $510 per year (municipal portion only) is allocated to
- waste management. Under the full user-pay system, at $1 per
bag and averaging 2.4 bags per week, the average householder
- will pay $125 per year for waste disposal. To fully compensate
. for this extra cost, th Wi
* about 25%.

e Town will have to reduce taxes by

Two other factors enter into this analysis which are not fully
determinable at this stage. One is the additional administrative

..... continued on page 2



costs that user-pay will entail and the second is the savings that
will be realized through a reduction in the volume of garbage we
produce. But these two factors should have an offsetiing effect,
leaving the 25% tax reduction as a good bench-mark figure.
Another uniknown factor in all this is Council’s resolve to apply
the revenues from user-pay to waste management costs entirely
and not yield to temptation to turn this into an effective tax hike.

The consultants identified and answered a number of concerns
raised by residents over the last few months:

Double Taxation - Most municipalities that implemented user-
pay apply the revenues from the sale of tags directly to their
waste disposal budgets and Markham is expected to do the same.
Since Markham discloses its waste disposal budget separately,
the flow of funds can be monitored readily.

Illegal Dumping - The Town will implement a policy of “zero
tolerance” toward illegal dumping. Untagged or discarded
garbage bags will be collected by Works Department vehicles

pre-printed bags is an altemative.

Equity - The system penalizes large families and those who are
living in shared accommodation. A conclusive answer to this
dilemma has yet to be found.

We attended the public meeting on September 11 and while most
speakers there were opposed to the idea of user-pay, we were left
with the feeling that no-one, including the consultants, really
know how the public feels.

One speaker at the September 11 meeting suggested that we
consider a reward system instead to encourage people to recycle.
To match the average output of 2.4 bags per week, every
household could be issued 125 tags per year. Unused tags could
be turned in at the end of the year for a rebate of $1 each. The
consultants said that they would look at this proposal.

and will be opened and scrutinized. Experience shows that about L_the Town established a Hotlime: (D0 ) 4157535,

75% of the bags can be traced to their owners. When identified,
the owners will be billed or fined.

Theft of Tags - The tags will be highly adhesive and will be
difficult if not impossible to remove. Using specially marked,

A number of options have yet to be decided upon and this makes
our survey (on the opposite page) doubly important. We will
present the results to Council on October 8.

Main Steeet Heritage

Designation
by Richard Talbot

The drive to ensure that Unionville's
unique heritage character is formally
protected has been inching its way through
the Town of Markham for over twenty
years. In 1976, the Town identified the
older section of Unionville as a formal
Heritage Conservation District Study Area
and three years later, a professional study
was undertaken by A. J. Diamond
Planners and the Realty Research Group.
This study recommended that Council
designate the Unionville area as a Heritage
Conservation District under Part V of the
Ontario Heritage Act. Four years later, in
1983, Heritage Markham produced a
preliminary Conservation District Plan for
the Main Street Area extending from
Toogood Pond in the North to the Rouge
River in the South. The following year, a
sub-committee of Heritage Markham
further refined and enhanced the plan.

Although the Town did continue to work
on Unionville, their focus was diverted to
Thomhill and Markham Villages and
formal Conservation District Plans were
adopted for both of these communities
leaving Unionville as the only Heritage
area unprotected.

Eventually, in 1989, the Town at long last
made the commitment to complete the
Unionville Study and retained consultants
to prepare a comprehensive land-use
study. Once the study had been
completed, a further commitment was
made by the Town to complete the
Unionville Heritage District Plan but only
using internal staff resources. As a result,
very little progress was made on formally
protecting  Unionville's  architectural
heritage and the public attitude appears to
have been that the Town was adequately
protecting Unionville's heritage interests
without the requirement of formal
legislation, as had been desmed essential
in both Markham Village and Thornhill.

events.
G

~ Markham fs on the Internet

htﬁp.//www.caty mai'khamaora.ca
- Log on to get the latest information.
% Fill out the questlonnalre

Teﬂ them that you want {0 ses’ councﬂ
agendas, minutes, lists of community
organizations, programs and recreat:onal

However, this all changed in 1995 when
Mayor Cousens and the majority of
Council decided to ignore the Town's own
Heritage architectural guidelines, over-ride
Heritage Markham's objections and
recommendations and "bulldoze" through
their own Fred Varley Art Gallery design.

This sudden demonstration of Council's
cavalier attitude and Philistine tastes
galvanized the Unionville Ratepayers'
Association into action. However, when it
became clear that the Mayor and Council
were simply not prepared even to discuss
the design issue the Association
membership as a whole took the only
course it could and, at the last Annual
General Meeting, passed a motion that
the Town of Markham be requested to
proceed with finalising the Heritage
Protection legislation as soon as possible
so as to prevent any further degradation of
Unionville.

The resultant pressure from both Heritage
Markham and The Unionville Ratepayers'
Association prompted the Town to hire
additional staff to complete the study over
the past summer.

The Town is now setting up an Advisory
Committee consisting of members of
Council, Heritage Markham, the
Unionville Ratepayers' Association, and
the Unionville BIA to review the study
completed by the staff and make
recommendations to Council. It is hoped
that Council will proceed swiftly and that
the Advisory Committee will commence
its meetings in October so that the
Committee's recommendations will be
passed to Council for Council approval
before Christmas. Once the Unionville
Heritage Conservation District Plan is




approved by Council, it will then be
submitted to a Public Hearing early in the
New Year so that the public can be fully
informed. :

It would therefore seem that Unionville
will, at long last, get the heritage
protection legislation it so clearly needs
almost twenty years after the process was
first inttiated.
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Community Picalc
by Judy Virtue

Hurricane Fran stopped dumping rain on
us just long enough to let us to hold our
community picnic on September 8.

Unionville R

Approximately 300 people braved cloudy
skies and soggy fields and apparently, had
a great time.

The band “Crabgrass™ had us all stomping
our feet, swinging our hips while walking
with hula hoops and even doing the
Macarena. The roasted corn was a great
hit, cooked o perfection by the Lions
Club. We are able to hand out numerous
prizes thanks to the generosity of our local
businesses. Crayons for the children’s
colouring desk were donated by Crayola.

From an organizational point of view, the
event was a great success. The volunteers

appeared to have every bit as good a time
as the participants, which an improvement
over the winter carnivals of prior years
where volunteers sometimes had to stand
for hours in the bitter cold supervising
children’s games. From a business point
of view, this was our largest and best
financed event ever.

Experience indicates that if the weather
co-operates, we can expect up to 1,000
people to show up. We also know now
that we have enough volunteers and can
count on sufficient support from the
business community to make next year’s
event a go.

atepayers’ Association - 1996 Questionnaire

If possible, please complete and return to P.O. Box 64603, Unionville, Ontario L3R 0M9 by October 8, 1996.

(N=NO, 0=No opinion Y=YES)
User-Pay Garbage NIO|Y N
1| Would you support the proposal if taxes were 3| Is the preservation of Main Street’s heritage
reduced to fully offset user fees character important to you

Would you support the proposal even if it led
to an increase in waste disposal costs to you

Is the degree of openness of Municipal
government an issue to you

Should we opt for a partial user-pay system
(i.e. 1 or 2 bags per week free)

Now that the Art Gallery is built, do you like
the way it looks

Do you think that user-pay will lead to a
significant reduction in the total amount of
waste we produce

Should we monitor the Art Gallery’s
operating costs (or should we let this issue
drop now that it’s a “done deal™)

Do you think that user-pay will lead to a
significant increase in recycling

Are you concerned about the real estate
development proposals north of 16th Ave.

Will user-pay lead you to do more
composting

Do you consider traffic to be a major issue
(congestion, accident rates, street lights)

Will user-pay lead to more illegal dumping
(despite a policy of “zero tolerance™)

Are multi-cultural issues in Markham a
concern to you

Under user-pay, large families will pay more.
Given the amounts involved, is this a concern

10

Does Markham need more recreational
facilities (rinks, pools, indoor soccer)

If user-pay is implemented on a trial basis
only, should it be restricted to a designated
test area in the Town

11

Is Markham Council doing a good job

activities (e.g. picnic)

10| Should Council defer its decision on user-pay 12} Should we publish a list of issues and how
until further information is made available to Councillors voted on them before the next
the public municipal election
11| Should Council hold a referendum on user- 13} Will you use Markham’s Internet site to get
pay before implementing it more news, minutes, ads, e-mail.
14} Should we set up a Web site of our own on
General Issues the Internet
1| Should we make monitoring taxes, budgets 15| Please identify the issue that concerns you the most:
and services a priority
2} Should we organize more community




David Bishop
Mark & Lorrie Boehme :
Ron Botnick & ’Cath ]

Kevan & Janet {
Cosimo & Kathy ¢
Carol & James Da
Ray & Lucile Davies
Alan & Theresa Dean
Bill & Ellen-Jean Dewt ey

Membership Application Form

Name:

Address:

Postal Cede: Telephone:

Membership: F Regular-$10 3 Supporting-$20

I would like to volunteer my time in the following capacity:
() executive 1 community events ) municipal affairs

J picnic N special projects [ Computer/Internet
wizard

[ other:
P.0. Box 64603, Unionville, Ontario L3R OM9

Executives and
Volunteers Needed

The Unionville Ratepayers Association is a volunteer-
based organization whose strength is derived from
members who donate their time to it. In general, our
activities fall into two categories: community events
and municipal affairs. These two types of activities
sometimes require us to both work with, and oppose
Town Council at the same time. Councillors seem to
have no difficulty with this apparent dichotomy.

The community picnic we held in September was a
success, especially from an organizational point of
view. The generous contribution of over 20 volunteers
ensured its social success as well. Their time and
effort are greatly appreciated. Planning for next
year’s event should start in the Spring.

We continue to have a strong volunteer base but we
need more people to work on the executive. The level
of commitment required is not excessive because we
are addressing issues on a selective basis. Those
interested in getting involved please write, or call John
Paloc at (905) 470-9948.



