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About 1,000 residents enjoyed the perfect weather and the many
activities at the Community Picnic hosted by the Unionville
Ratepayers’ Association. Food was served to the capacity crowd
by the Unionville Lions’ Club with all proceeds going to charity.
A special thanks is due to this year’s committee chair, Judy Virtue
who did a superb job of organizing the event.

Picnic
Raffle Jicket Winners

343187 - Watch - Timex

343193 - Canister Set - Queen’s Pantry
343224 - Gift Certificate - Toogood Coffee
343233 - Nature Book - Backyard Naturalist

343242 - Tickets - Markham Theatre

With the municipal election just around the corner, it is
appropriate that we dedicate the headline of this issue to it.
There were numerous decisions made by Municipal Council in
the last three years, many of them quite controversial. You
should know about them before you vote.

As in the past, we will be circulating a survey which is
intended to convey information as well as to give you the
opportunity to make your views known. The survey will be
circulated more widely than this newsletter and you should
look for it in your mailbox in a week or two. We also put the
survey on our new Internet Web site so, if you are on the Net,
you can read it and fill it out electronically by logging on to:

http://home.ican.net/~bct/ura.htm

We Are On The Internet!!

by John Paloc

At long last, we have become Internet-literate and with it, our
ability to talk to you has taken a quantum leap.
Communicating with you is a costly, hit-and-miss affair. Our
costs are about $1,200 for each newsletter and in less than a
week, it becomes out of sight and out of mind.

Speaking as the editor of this publication, you can’t imagine
how difficult it is to resize and rewrite articles so that they
will fit exactly on these four pages and still not lose their
meaning. Creative formatting is only part of the answer.

With our new Web site, we will be able to make more
information available to you on a timely basis, and you will be
able to access it at a time that is convenient for you.
Unfortunately, not enough people are on the Internet to make
it a primary source of information but, it’s a start.
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The ﬂnimwﬁ!&e Heritage District Study: An Update

by Richard D. B. Talbot, President, The Unionville Historical Society

This time last year we were all
optimistic that Markham Council would
meet its commitment to have the
Unionville  Heritage  Conservation
District Plan in place by Christmas
1996.

Unfortunately this did not happen and,
although a citizens' advisory committee
was appointed last fall and it held some
initial meetings, the town called no
further meetings between February and
September 1997.

Sadly this pattern of "foot dragging"
had been a continual obstacle to
obtaining legislative protection for
Unionville’s heritage. In fact, this
process has been "an on-going priority"
since 1976!

In the meantime official Heritage
Conservation District plans were
approved for the villages of Markham
and Thornhill. As a result of this lack
of official protection for the Village of
Unionville, the demolition of heritage
properties continued throughout 1997
and the residents' battle to prevent
inappropriate infill remained as difficult
as ever.

However, as a direct result of letters
written by The Unionville Historical
Society, The Unionville Ratepayers'
Association and The Unionville
Business Improvement Area, the study
is back as a "priority". An Advisory
Committee Meeting was held on the
11th of September and the final Public
Open House was held on the 15th.

The final administrative steps should
now be completed in time to ensure
Council's approval just in time for the
municipal elections!

However, as we have learnt in the past,
unexplained "foot dragging” by Council
has been the biggest obstacle to
ensuring the protection of Unionville's
heritage. We must therefore continue to
demonstrate strong resident support for
the preservation of our heritage both
before and after the approval of the
Heritage District.

It was as a direct result of the residents'
concerns about the continuing decline of
Unionville as a unique historical village
that prompted the revitalization of The
Unionville Historical Society.

The Society was originally formed in
1983 and its founders (Keith Kennedy,
Conrad Beaubien and Tony Murphy)
were among the prime "movers and
shakers" behind the huge 1960s battle
to save Unionville from the threat of
demolition through the widening of
Main Street. But, as so often happens,
once the initial battle had been won the
membership began to dwindle until it
reached the point where it almost ceased
to operate.

Fortunately, many residents and friends
of Unionville have come to realize that
the initial battle to save Unionville was
exactly that, only an initial battle. They
realized that we are in an on-going war
to preserve Unionville's unique history
and that, as the pressure for develop-
ment mounts from Scarborough
northwards, the pressure will continue
to grow to demolish or move our
remaining historic buildings as well as
the demand of developers to build
inappropriate "modern” infill buildings.

These two pressures have become
particularly apparent in the past two
years. As a result, The Unionville
Historical Society has been revitalized
and we are now seeking new members
who would be interested in researching
and preserving Unionville's
history.

If you are interested in actively assisting
in the preservation of Unionville or if
you are only interested in attending our
informative functions or in receiving
our newsletter please call 475-6690
during working hours and we will be
glad to sign you up. Membership is
only $5 per annum.

Please sign up today and help us save
Unionville's unique heritage.
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- Main Street Merchants

by John Paloc

With the economy booming and the

TSE Index breaking the 7,000 mark,

one would expect that Unionville’s

merchants would be overloaded with

business. But the recovery on Main

Street has been slower than elsewhere
and this can be traced to a lack of

advertising due to a lack of funds.

This lack of funds, in turn, is due to a
fiasco a few years ago when the Main
Street Merchants’ Association (BIA)
was made responsible for some bills
owed to the Town by one of its
members when it declared bankruptcy.

The Merchants’ Association has asked
repeatedly, but to no avail, for some
highway signs promoting Main Street
and for some newspaper advertising.

We all have a vested interest in the
economic well being of Main Street. We
should call Mayor Don Cousens at 477-
7000 and tell him so.



Mayor - The nomination deadline
passed with only two contenders
emerging to challenge Don Cousens for
mayor.

Jeffrey Tam is a 26 year old resident of
Markham with no known previous
experience in municipal affairs.

The other contender, Sam Orrico, is
well known to Council watchers. Sam
is a colourful character who, in the
past, lived in abandoned buildings and
was the subject of some media
attention. He ran in a Ward 6 by-
election against Ron Maheu but his
budget did not allow for any election
signs or literature. He got fewer than 20
votes in that election. He should top
that mark with ease this time.

To be fair, running for mayor is no
small task and in fact, it is more
difficult than running for Parliament.
The area to be covered is greater and
the candidate can not rely on a National
organization for help with publicity,
policy and fundraising.

In the absence of more experienced
candidates, we can expect this election
to be low-interest, low-turnout and,
given what is at stake, that is
regrettable.

Regional Councillors - There are five
contenders for four spots and, given the
nature of their campaigns so far, we can
safely say again that this election will
be a low-turnout affair.

Frank Scarpitti - Frank was the first
out of the blocks and is running the
strongest campaign. He recruited some
of Jim Jones’ top organizers and
received a personal endorsement from
Jones himself. The fact that he is also
endorsed by Deputy Mayor Carole Bell
and Dr. Ken Ng indicates that Frank
can count on support from all elements
of Markham’s community.

With this in mind, we can expect that
Frank will secure the top position in this
race and with that, will become our next
Deputy Mayor.

Gord Landon - He is the only other
regional candidate with literature out
and is running just about as hard as
Frank Scarpitti. He has solid reasons
for doing this.

Gord came within 500 votes of being
defeated the last time by newcomer Ivy
Persaud. Worse yet, he was the victim
of a come-from-behind win by Jim
Jones for the Conservative Party’s
nomination in the last federal election.
This was despite the fact that Gord was
nominated for the job by Regional
Councillor Fred Cox and was endorsed
personally by Mayor Don Cousens.

Landon is now viewed as one of the few
incumbents who could actually lose.
Whether or not this happens, is one of
the more interesting questions of this
race.

Bill Fisch - Bill is returning for another
round after having served for several
terms as a Local and Regional
Councillor. He was sidetracked into
party politics when he ran as the
Conservative Candidate in Thornhill in
the last federal election.

His substantial defeat by Liberal
parachute Eleanor Caplan came as a
surprise and went a long way to
reinforce the impression that it really
doesn’t matter who the local candidate
is. People vote for the party leader in a
federal campaign.

Despite a lengthy career in municipal
politics, Bill has not offended any major
group and should wind up again as one
of the four Regional Councillors.

Ralph Aslin - Ralph is moving up to
the Regional post after a single term as
Ward 5 Councillor. As a local
councillor, he has proven himself to be
likable, even tempered and reliable. His
detractors would say that he is not one
who could be counted on to take
controversial stands.

Before he was elected to Ward 5, Ralph
ran a municipal tax consulting business,
which gave him an edge over the others

for the role of chair of Markham’s
finance committee.

Ralph should have no difficuity secur-
ing one of the four spots on Regional
Council.

Edward Sarafian - Ed is a newcomer
to municipal politics and his bid for a
regional spot will be an uphill battle.

He is a title searcher by profession and
was the Reform Party candidate in the
riding of Qak Ridges, which includes
parts of Markham. He will be counting
on support he gained there for this
election.

Local Council -Ward 3, Unionville
The President of the Unionville
Ratepayers Association, John Paloc, is
one of the contenders for this spot and
therefore, some may regard this section
of the article as less than totally
objective. Nevertheless, we would be
remiss if we did not address this crucial
race which is being fought to determine
who will succeed Jim Jones, our new
Member of Parliament.

Only four candidates declared their
intention to run but interestingly, they
come from different walks of life, which
means that voters of Unionville will be
deciding not just who will do the best
job, but also what direction Unionville’s
future will take.

There are about 17,000 voters in Ward
3 and with a predicted turnout rate of
less than 40%, we can expect that no
more than 6,500 ballots will be cast.
With any reasonable split, garnering
2,500 votes will result in a win. Since
all four of the declared candidates have
at least 2,500 supporters, the winner
will be the one who proves to be the
best at “getting the vote out”.

John Palec - As president of the
Unionville Ratepayers’ Association, the
organizer of events such as the recent
Community Picnic and the producer of
newsletters, including this one, John is
counting on getting recognition for his
years of volunteer work to win. He will



mn his campaign under the themes of
“accountability”, “planned develop-
ment” and “fiscal responsibility”.

A self-employed chartered accountant
by profession and an engineer by
training, John will also emphasize his
qualifications to convince voters that he
deserves their support.

Marilyn Head - A strong Carole Bell
supporter, Marilyn ran against Jim
Jones in the last municipal race and got
2,200 votes. This is already close to
the number it takes to win this time and
Marilyn knows it. She has issued an
elaborate campaign brochure in which
she touched on most of the issues
affecting this community.

Marilyn is a real estate agent and,
among her credits, she lists her role on
the User-Pay Garbage Committee.

Cathy Escott - First to declare her
intention to run, Cathy serves on the Art
Gallery committee and in the past was
on the Unionville Festival Committee
and the Markham Theatre Board of
Directors.

Cathy is a teacher and has just recently

resettled in Unionville. Many of her
active supporters come from the group
that fought against Jim Jones for the
Conservative nomination in the last
federal election, including Regional
Councillor Fred Cox.

Joe Vergilio - Joe was the first
candidate to issue a full campaign
brochure and has made his presence
known with a huge sign campaign. He
emphasizes his experience as a separate
school trustee and an organizer in the
Catholic and Italian communities. His
chairmanship of Markham’s Committee
of Adjustments is of interest because in

that capacity, Joe had a direct say in

many of the spot rezonings approved by
Councll, including the one that made the
Art Gallery building possible.

A lawyer by profession, Joe worked
hard on Jim Jones’ campaign as a
fundraiser. Whether he receives a
personal endorsement from Jones in
return is a big question in this race.

Other Interesting Races

Ward 1 - As a result of redistribution,
incumbent councillors Stan D’Aurio
and Bill O’Donnell will be competing
against each other for this spot.

Ward 5 - Prominent Markham Liberal
Jack Heath ‘will likely “come up the
middie” as education advocate Barb
Smith and school trustee Anne Forfar,
both Conservatives, will split the right
of centre vote between them.

Ward 6 - David Allison, a vice
president of Manulife Insurance and
head of a ratepayer group is the
perceived front-runner in this race. His
election will be seen as a repudiation of
the current Council’s “spot rezoning on
demand” policies.

Ward 8 - Incumbent Alex Chiu is being
challenged by a host of newcomers.
Chiu is currently facing charges for his
actions at a Markham swimming pool.
It will be interesting to see if his
supporters take note of that.

Hydro Commission - A surprise last
minute entry is Regional Councillor
Fred Cox and most people react to this
announcement with disbelief. Cox’s
explanation is that he is too busy with
his business to be involved any more
than this, but others think that he wants
to have a say in the privatization of
Markham Hydro’s supplier of power.

Membership Application Form

Meet Your Executive
Officers:

Name:

Address:

Postal Code: Telephone:

Membership: 7 Regular-$10 7 Supporting-$20

[ Contribution to Heritage Fund: $
I would like to volunteer my time in the following capacity:
() executive [J community events [} municipal affairs

J picnic 7 special projects 7 Computer/Internet
wizard
[F other:

P.0. Box 64603, Unionville, Ontario L3R OM9

John Paloc - President

Neville Cohen - Past president
Judy Virtue - Secretary

Risa Powell - Secretary
David Richards - Treasurer

Directors:

Ailsa Attersley
Mariel Camilleri
Fred Clark

Alan Graf

Alex Janusitis
Jeamie Reingold
Richard Talbot, C.D.
Bina Yit

We can be reached at:

Tel. (905) 470-9948

Fax. (905) 470-2717

e-mail: jpaloc@ican.net

web: http://home.ican.net/~bct/ura.htm
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