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Highway 7 at Warden Avenue May 15, 1998 at 1:30 p.m. But this
appears not to be a problem for Markham Council. "The people
in Hong Kong got used to traffic much worse than this.” said
Ward 8 Councillor Alex Chiu with conviction.

Main Street Formally Designated A Heritage Area
After two years of lobbying by residents, including members
of the Unionville Historical Society, Unionville joins
Markham and Thornhill as a designated heritage area.

To get up-to date information and to fill out our
latest survey on-line, log on to our web site at;

http://home.ican.net/~bct/ura.htm

Can Our
Infrastructure
Support New
Development?

Infrastructure is a long word. It also represents a complex
concept. It means that development can not be considered
apart from the community in which it takes place.

Every time a new subdivision is built, we have to make sure
that there are new schools for the children who will inevitably
come, adequate fire protection facilities, new police stations,
more recreational and cultural facilities, larger arterial roads
to handle the increased traffic, more public transit, more
garbage pick-up trucks and more retail stores in which the
new residents can shop.

Ideally, new residential complexes are also accompanied by
commercial development so that the new residents will be able
to find jobs without having to travel long distances, clog up
the main roads, pollute the atmosphere

Coordinating the process whereby the growth in the
community’s infrastructure is matched with its rtate of
development is not an easy task when we consider the
multitude of private interests and government agencies that
have to be involved. This coordination process takes place
about once every ten years when the interested parties get
together and work out the Town’s “official plan”. Any
changes to this plan after it has been approved is likely to
cause an imbalance between development and infrastructure
and is normally considered undesirable.

Ratepayer associations, such as ours, have a long history of
active opposition to planning a piecemeal at a time. But too
often, the consequences of bad planning become apparent
only after it is too late. There is little residents can do when
all the contracts are already blgned This may well be the case
for the developments North of 16™ Avenue.

To find out how you feel about this, we included an opinion
survey in this newsletter. Please fill it out. We will make good
use of the results.



Is There A Garbage Crisis?

{or is this a question you wanted to know,
but were afraid to ask)

Regional Councillor Gord Landon who is
currently organizing the first Canadian
International ~ Resource ~ Management
World Congress R’2000, thinks there
certainly is.

Simply put (if anything can be simple
about this very complex problem), the
Keele landfill site will close in 2002. We
know from previous studies that it takes at
least five years with planning and
environmental studies, public meetings,
parliamentary approval, and development
to build a suitable landfill site. Landon
says there is no political or public support
for another landfill site within the
boundaries of this region.

In North America, we package for short
term use and build redundancy into most
products. But as of late, we have come to
realize that a throw-away society cannot
continue for indefinitely.

Our first societal response was to recycle.
But clamping down on over-packaging and
the insistence on longer product life have
been peripheral.

Ontario’s goal of 50% diversion from
landfill by the year 2000 has yet to be
realized. Province-wide, our recycling rate
stands at 23%. Markham is doing better
than most at 40%.

Landon insists that we reached a level
which can be raised only if we change our
collection and recycling processes. He
proposes a wet and dry stream collection
system. The wet is all organic matter and
the dry everything else.

The dry stream will replace the blue box
system that requires the householder to
separates recyclables and will substitute for
it a centralized process that combines
mechanical and manual sorting.

The wet waste will be diverted t0 a series
of central composting facilities. Landon
believes that, if well managed, this process
can be a more cost efficient in both the
collection and the disposal of recovered
materials.

He submits that Householders using blue
bags for recyclables and green bags for
organics, could divert 62% of waste, with
an additional 6% going into backyard
composters. The estimated remaining 0.3
kilograms per family per day will be all
that will go to landfill. He supports his
numbers with reference fo the Town’s
previously-tested Model Home program..

Landon believes that the new, improved
scrubbers now available for smoke stacks

could also make disposal by incineration a
viable alternative.

The R’2000 5th Congress and Exhibition
which will be held in Toronto June 5-9,
2000 will provide a window on these, and
other new waste disposal options.

Las Vegas North? NOT!!

Gambling in Markham has turned out
to be a contentious issue. The roving
casinos that some of our local charities
have come to depend on for funds, are
no longer licensed by the province since
March 31, 1998. To replace this vital
means of support, the provincial
government included Markham as a
designated site for one of the planned 44
permanent mini-casinos.

However, Markham Council passed a
unanimous resolution on Oct. 14, 1997
whereby they declared their opposition
to permanent gaming clubs in the town.
An agenda item on the March 31, 1998
Town Council meeting allowed the two
sides of the issue to present their
positions for or against permanent
casinos. This was followed by another
vote which reconfirmed Council’s
unanimous opposition. There was only
one abstention.

The issues in this situation proved very
difficult. The charities told a compelling
story of providing valuable community
service and of needing our support.
The opponents to casinos also presented
worthy cases that dwelt on the societal
ills fostered by easily and constantly
available avenues for gambling.

Dr. Ralph Pohlman from the Markham-
Stouffville Hospital prefaced his
discourse by stating that he was not
lobbying for or against casinos. But he
did express his findings and experiences
dealing with the tragic and addictive
effects of gambling.

The vote is now in and where does that
leave us? Qur MPP, David Tsubouchi,
stated that “Markham Council was well
within its rights to turn thumbs down on
a permanent casino”. But what about
the charities? Everyone agrees that their
services are worthwhile.

At the March 31* Council meeting, it
was stated off-the-record that there
should be a task force charged with the
challenge of identifying alternative

means of generating funds. The task
force has now been established with
Ward 4 Councillor George McKelvey
heading it up.

With the task force’s final report
expected to be presented in January
1999, there is a significant gap that the
charities will have to contend with.
This certainly 1s not the end of the issue
and we can expect to see many more
interesting debates on the subject.

Our Traffic And Transit Woes

The population of Markham currently
about 180,000 and is expected to double in
the next 10-20 years. New communities
from Kennedy Rd. to 9th line north of 16th
Avenue and Markham Centre south of
Highway 7 will be developed in the next
few years.

Councillor David Allison is rightfully
concerned. He threw in a bombshell at one
of a series of public meetings called to
gather public input. He proposed a hold on
new subdivision approvals to give Council
time to review the road improvements
needed to accommmodate new development.

Town staff immediately issued a report
stating that such action was not necessary.
Nevertheless, Allison and four other far-
sceing councillors forged ahead at a
Council meeting on April 28" “The
guiding principle” says Allison “is that
development and necessary roads be paced
together.” In spite of staff’s reluctance to
accept this latest proposal, a number of
new councillors including deputy mayor
Scarpitti supported it. One noted opponent
was our Ward 3 councillor Joe Virgilio.

Council has engaged ENTRA Consultants
Inc. to conduct a series of public working
groups under Regional Councillor Gord
Landon’s (Chair, Transport Committee)
guidance.

This latest endeavor will provide input into
better use of public transport, the improved
use of the existing road systems and will
also tackle the basic source of our traffic
problems. As Councillor Allison states
“With all this new development how will
our community fare. It is ours to live
with.”

For the current developers and the
councillors who support them, this is
history. Their approvals are already in
place and within a few years they will be
elsewhere paving over the next piece of
remaining land with little concern for
traffic and the environment.



1998 Annual Survey

(Please indicate your answers on a scale of 1 - 5. 5 = strong approval, 1 = strong disapproval and 3 = indifTerent.)
Please mail your completed survey to P.0O. Box 64603, Unionville Postal Station, Unionville, Ontario L3R 0M9 or fax it to 477-8144

1 Sufficiency of recreational facilities in Markham: (5 = more than enough, 1= not enough)

[1[2]3]4]5]

indoor swimming pools

outdoor swimming facilities

soccer fields

baseball diamonds

hockey arenas

figure skating

free skating

=R is|o oo o |e

picnic areas

childrens' plavgrounds

| .

2 Opinion on traffic in the following areas: (5 = no concerns, 1 = concerned)

Highway 7

16th Avenue

Warden Avenue

Kennedy Avenue

Highway 404

Y EC E= [< I E=all -]

Carlton Road

Village Parkway

3 Highway 407 tolls? (5 = like tolls, 1 = dislike tolls)

4 Opinion of our new garbage collection system: (5 = approve, 1 = disapprove)

a [Do you support the three bag limit?

b_|Do you support the free tags for additional bags system?

¢ [Would you support a charge of $1 or more for additional tags?

5 Opinion on the changing face of Main Street, Unionville? (5 = like trend, 1 = dislike trend)

a |Are you satisfied with the mix of restaurants vs. other hard goods stores?

b |Do you feel that Main Street's heritage is adequately protected?

¢ [Should there be more parking adjacent to Main Street?

6 Opinion on recent changes made to Toogood Pond: (5 = approve, 1 = disapprove)

Are you satisfied with the integration of rocks into the shore line?

Are you satisfied with aesthetic appearance of the fish ladder?

Are you satisfied with the utilization of the pavillion at Toogood Pond?

a
b
¢ |Was the earth from the pond properly used to create the toboggan hill?
d
e

Should the public washrooms in the pavillion remain open in the summer?

"/ Opinion on the pace of development in Markham: (5 = approve, 1 = disapprove)

a |Do you support the trend toward higher density housing?

b |Is there adequate infrastructure to support these developments?

8 What issues should the Unionville Ratepayers Association address in the coming year:




A Special Thank You to Our Supporting Members of 1997

Bob & Aiison Ahara

Jane & Wayne Alexander
A. & J. Alien

C. L. Lloyd Alien

Susie & Alfred Ang

Allsa Attersley

Joan & Stan Barclay

John & Joyce Bayko

Karen & Perry Beadon
Robert Beckett

Dale Bell

Dick & Lorraine Berg

David Bishop

Mark & Lorrie Boehmer
Keith & Diane Bray

Tom & Bonnie Brazier

Vida Bridgeman

Brigitte Buffey

Ron & Georgia Cameron
Mariel Camilleri & John Saringer
Mary & James Campbell
Gordon & Edith Carpenter
Eva & Tim Carter

Linda & Terry Chambers
Winnie Chan

Henry Chan & Wai Mei Siu
Joseph & Sue Lynn Chong
Neville Cohen

Michael & Barbara Coleman
Richard & Joyce Compton
Pam Cooper

Doreen & James Coverdale
Colin Creasey

Eric & Joan Crist

Douglas & Shirley Cronin
Reg & Sharon Crozier

Cosimo & Kathy Crupi
James Crysdale

Carol & James Davidson
Ray & Lucile Davies

Alan & Theresa Dean
John & Tiina Derry

Anne Diack

Bill & Kathy Dingwail

Dave & Maureen Dudley
Evelyn & Douglas Eliis
Dorothy Evans

C. Forbes

Marilyn & Bruce Forsythe
David & Dorinda Fumerton
Peter & Marianne Gaettens
Bruce Deborah Galloway
Derek & Pauline Gardner
Geln & Beth Garlock
David & Margaret Gibbons
Albert & Brenda Gillespie
John & Alice Gordon

Len & Dorothy Graf

Frank & Isabella Gray
David & Elizabeth Hall
Don Hamilton & Kim Schultz
Malcolm & Pam Hann
William & Carole Harbaruk
Robert & Heather Hardie
Fran & Brian Hardy
Barbara & Gregory Herring
Margaret & Dennis Hicks
Norm & Hannele Hobb
Jim & Pam Hopkins

Rose & Donald Houston

Ron Hulse & Karen Chadwick

Ginny & Barry Huits

Evelyn Hunt

John & Lynne Irwin
Heather Keeling

Deborah Kerridge & David
McVeigh

Shaft & Rehana Khan
Leslie & Gizella Kiss
Ernest Kokeritz

John Komnath

Charles & Ann Marie Kovacshazy
Howard & Shelley Krever
George & Beverley Lamont
Ethel & Ed Legere

Sharon & Andy Levy

Mark & Lori Lievonen

Brita Lightfoot

Alex Lloy & Rosemarie Superville
Vern & Donna Lonsway
Robert & Anne Luton
Joanne MacDonaid

Violet & John MacGregor
Brian & Norma Mahoney
Tonja & Werner Mantler
John & Nora McCaffrey
Cathy & fan McElroy

tinda & Jim McKendrie
James & Linda McKendrie
Steve & Pat McLaren
Barry & Jearette McLellan
David & Andrea McWhirter
Peter & Ferne Middleton
Brian Monti& Louise Ferri
David Moores

H. Mordhorst

Robert & Carolyn Nicholson
Roy & Vaike O'Neill

John & Frima Paloc

Larry & Pat Pancer

Peter & Lorrie Parry

Leo & Chris Perciasepe
John & Judith Pownall
Richard & Marion Proctor
Harold & lva Pynn

Ruth Reid

Craig & Nancy Robertson
Wes & Diana Rowe

Herbert & Lynne Sage
Derek & Sonia Shilletto
Elaine & Russ Simonds
Ronald & Sharon Smith
Penny Smith

Jo & Larry Stadnyk

Robert & Pamela Staley
Joyce Sterling & Vince Serratore
Jim & Gail Stoddard

William Sullivan

Lt. Col. Richard Talbot, C.D.
Murray & Pauline Thompson
John & Margaret Tough
Pekka & Anita Varvas

Judy & Michae! Virtue

John & Grace Vitols

John & Sharan Wallace
Elaine & Bill Walsh

Elaine, Andrew & Keith Wasylik
Kwing Shing \Wat

Brian & Pat Whiteford

Dave & Joan Wilson

David & Sheryl Wilson
Stephen Young

Sharon & Dario Zannier

Membership Application Form

Name;

Officers:

Address:

Postal Code:

Membership:

[} Contribution to Heritage Fund: $
I would like to volunteer my time in the following capacity:
(1 executive [ community events O municipal affairs

O picnic 0 special projects 0 Computer/Internet

D other:

Telephone:

O Regular-$10

Directors:

wizard

O Supporting-$20

P.0. Box 64603, Unionville, Ontario L3R OM9

Meet Your Executive

John Paloc - Acting President
Neville Cohen - Past president
Risa Powell - Secretary

David Richards - Treasurer

Ailsa Attersley

Tom Beck

Bernie Breach

Fred Clark

Alan Graf

Alex Janusitis

Alex Lloy

Jeamie Reingold
Cathie Ross

Richard Talbot, C.D.

We can be reached at:
Tel. (905) 470-9948
Fax. (905) 470-2717
e-mail: jpaloc@ican.net
web: http://home.ican.net/~bct/ura.htm






