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Recent construction activity on Main Street south of Highway #7.

To get up-to date information and to fill out our
latest survey on-line, log on to our web site at:

http://home.ican.net/~bct/ura.htm

The Unionville ernl
Conservation District

And Suggestions For A
Unionville Heritage Millennium
Project

Two years ago, our twenty-year battle to have Unionville
legally designated as an officially protected Heritage
Conservation District was won. As a result The Unionville
Heritage Conservation District was defined as, roughly, to the
south Main Street south of Highway #7 (from Unionville
Gate), to the east, the bridge on Highway #7 (by the heritage
Esso gas station), to the west, the railway tracks (by the
BMW dealership) and to the north, the north end of Main
Street. Unfortunately, as so often happens, once a major
battle is won the victors relax and before they know it war
has broken out again! This has already started to happen in
our new Heritage Conservation district.

Officially, we now have stringent by-laws that prohibit the
demolition or removal of Unionville's heritage buildings and
trees and enforce the use of sympathetic heritage building
design, exterior finishes and commercial signs throughout the
entire designated area. However, a drive through the
designated heritage area quickly reveals that many
developers, property owners and tenants are paying little heed
to the heritage by-laws and, worse, the Town seems to be
doing little to enforce their by-laws.

As can be seen from the photograph, on Main Street south of
Highway #7 the heritage battle seems to have already been
lost in the two years since the Heritage Conservation District
was declared. A row of heritage homes (the heritage core of
this area) has recently been demolished and the surrounding
large trees cut down. It would appear that more demolitions
are planned. Unless action is taken now, no heritage
buildings or trees will survive into the new rmllenmum south
of Highway #7.

Continued on page 3



York Region Report Card

In 1998, the York Region Planning & Development Services
Department undertook a major public consultation process on
the Regional Official Plan. The purpose of this initiative was
to collect feedback on a variety of planning issues facing the
Region. The initiative also asked participants to rate the
region’s success in implementing the Regional Official Plan.

The Report Card was distributed widely throughout the
Region. The public was asked to grade the Region in a
number of subject areas. The scores were as follows:

YORK REGION REPORT CARD

Natural Environment C+
Region’s Economy B-
Housing Opportunities & C+
Community Design

Regional Centres C+
Road Network C
Transit C-
Water & Sewer \ B-

The Region also commissioned a random survey of residents
by Environics Research Limited on issues relating to social
services, the natural environment, the economy, communities
and public transit.

The Region also conducted a visual preference survey which
allowed the public and stakeholders to rate a series of 35mm
slides. The photographs covered 14 categories from parks to
transit to housing design. The survey provided valuable
insights into what participants’ value and prefer in the design
of their communities.

Nine workshops were held on topics such as Grappling with
Gridlock; and urban Sprawl or Communities. The sessions
were taped and broadcast on Cable 10 throughout the Region.

Five mobile workshops were held on such topics as
Community Design,; and regional Streets. The workshops
provided an opportunity for the public to visit various parts
of the Region, and to discuss issues and opportunities with
experts.

Approximately 550 people participated in the initiative. A
wealth of input, observations and suggestions were received
from the public. Regional Council subsequently identified 15
action areas to address public concerns. These initiatives
include a symposium on the pace of growth, a strategy to
save Lake Simcoe and a series of urban design workshops.
The region has organized a series of work groups to
participate in the implementation of the action arcas.

For more information on how you can participate in these
work groups, please call the Region’s Planning department at
(905) 895-1231 or (905) 731-0201.

Three Bag Garbage Limit

In 1993, the sky was falling in on Unionville. Citizens were
marching in protest, attending civic meetings in
unprecedented numbers, and flying green ribbons. Some were
even ready to take up arms! The cause of this civic unrest?

The NDP government had proposed that Markham and even
more audaciously Unionville sites be evaluated as potential
landfall locations to replace the Keele Valley Landfill.

Thankfully, both sites were delisted. However, our garbage
still has to go somewhere. As you walk around our
neighbourhood on any Tuesday evenings, you have to wonder
if the residents who were so vehement against the proposed
dumps can see any connection between the “mountains™ of
garbage at the end of their driveways and the need for
additional landfills.

Quoting from the latest Markham circular * Each household
is limited to 3 bags of waste each week” and “more than 90 %
comply with this guideline”. Perception is in the eye of the
beholder. The same householders (more than 10%)
consistently put out between 6-9 bags of garbage each week
WITHOUT TAGS, and each week their bags are picked up.

Sorting garbage and recyclables, composting kitchen waste,
taking other items to the depot, donating unneeded items to
charities for reuse does require some time and effort.
However, when you do, it is impossible to produce more than
three bags of garbage weekly. We all know the benefits of
reducing waste so let’s do it.

As for those residents who are too lazy to recycle or who feel
that the rules do not apply to them, we ask Town of Markham
Council ““ Are you going to enforce this Guideline or not?” It
is amazing how quickly you would get people’s attention if
their excess bags were not picked up.

The power of education is awesome; however, discipline is
also effective.



The Unionville Heritage Conservation
District (con’t)

In the designated heritage area along Highway #7, a battle is
raging between those who are trying to comply with the

- heritage by-laws, and those who deliberately flout them.
Sadly, the "bad guys" are winning. Just take a look at The
Bank of Nova Scotia, Walker's Cleaners, Mr. Sub, Mini-
Grid, Coffee Time, Thrifty's, Pizza Pizza, Quan's Appliances,
Ho-Lee-Chow, Subway, and Markham Vacuum Centre.
Look at the photo. Do any of these facades or signs make
any attempt to comply with the heritage by-laws? Are there
any large trees left? Next time you drive Highway #7 look at
the streetscape in this area with its inappropriate structures
and signs erected by such major bodies as Markham Transit,
Markham Hydro and Bell Telephone. Are they complying
with the heritage by-laws, or are they trying to turn
Unionville's gateway into Scarborough north?

If you ask the Town, you will probably be told that the
Highway #7 area of the Heritage District is too late to save.
But is it? Take a closer look at the "good guys" such as Esso,
105 Main Street (across from Esso), Rueben Partners, 4460
Highway #7 (at the comer of Union Street), Brodies and The
Great Canadian Bagel. Even BMW and CIBC, if not "good
guys", they have at least made some attempt to comply! The
"good guys" are fighting to take back Highway #7 as part of
the Heritage District and we should encourage and help them.

What should our Heritage Millennium Project be? Firstly, let
us ensure that the Town enforces a "Zero Tolerance" policy
towards the demolition or removal of heritage buildings and
trees. Secondly, let us force the Town and the property
owners along Highway #7 (between Esso and BMW) to clean
up their properties, comply with the Heritage building and
sign by-laws and replant trees. What better Millennium
legacy can we leave our grandchildren than an oasis of
heritage buildings at the gateway to Unionville with
"Welcome to Historic Unionville" signs at the three entry
points, trees along Highway #7 and, dare we hope, a centre
boulevard complete with trees and flowers?

Why a 30-Metre Setback for our
Rouge River and Valley Lands?

When the Government of Ontario announced a major addition
to the Rouge Park in April 1999, the Minister of Natural
Resources, Mr. Snobelen stated: ** by adding more land and
providing $5.4 million for future expansion, we are protecting
a significant natural area in the GTA and strengthening our
commitment to The Rouge”.

Some Markham Councillors have for some time now come to
realize that the Rouge River and its tributaries need to be
protected before development and roads degrade its pristine
quality forever.

This has not always been the case and only as recently as
May this year our Mayor Don Cousens wrote to Mr. Glen De

" Baeremaker, President of the Save the Rouge Valley System

advising that he did see the need to support a 30-metre
setback or buffer zone from the stable top-of the-bank.

A previous Council decision of July 7th 1998 accepted an
OMB ruling and amended the Zoning By-law 222-97
requiring a 30-metre building setback from the Rouge River
bank and its main tributaries. This By-law was recently
challenged by a developer for his property south of 14th Ave.
and he succeeded.

With the Mayor and some members of the planning staff
supporting only a 10-metre buffer zone as being adequate, the
developers are not prepared to accept a 30-metre setback.
Studies by Rouge Park Alliance biologist Pam Fulford based
on 30 scientific papers confirmed that in her opinion that a
30-metre publicly owned buffer helps to achieve the following
objectives:
e it removes harmful nutrients;
e it removes sediment;
e it protects species diversity of both plants and
animals; and
e it creates more viable forest , valley and stream
corridors

The latter point in turn increases the population size of
species, providing safe areas from predators; increases local
habitats; increases seed dispersal; and reduces erosion, to
mention only some of the benefits.

There is no doubt that a 30-metre minimum buffer strip will
help to protect these last remaining wilderness areas within
the boundaries of Toronto and the other municipalities of the
GTA.

Continued on page 4



A 30-Metre Setback (con’t)

The Save the Rouge System conservation group has taken a
lead in working with developers to protect the Rouge valley
and achieved a mutually beneficial agreement in the
Morningside area.

The drive to protect the area around Markham is of particular
importance at this time as massive development is ongoing
around the Rouge and its tributaries. Wood lots, wetlands,
fish spawning areas and wild life paths are all under attack.
The importance to our area and general ecology of the Rouge
River and surrounding valley lands is understood by many
living in this area. What we need is for the politicians to get
on side, even though developers (the councillors’ financial
backers) may consider this a problem. The Morningside
negotiations proved a win-win situation with the developer
receiving some land in exchange and planning to take
advantage of the beauty of the Rouge and its surroundings.
The Rouge gained protection and will continue to survive.

Once these lands are degraded and paved over, the many
unique species and pristine beauty of the will be lost forever.

Members who wish to find out more can obtain information
from Save the Rouge Valley System. Call 416-282-9983 ask
for copy of Draft Report # 2 “Discussion Paper for the
Rouge Alliance on Park Boundary Issues”

Membership Application Form

Name:

Address:

Postal Code: Telephone:

Membership: I Regular-$10 J Supporting-$20

3 Contribution to Heritage Fund: $
I would like to volunteer my time in the following capacity:
[ executive [ community events [ municipal affairs

O picnic O special projects O Computer/Internet
wizard
[ other:

P.0. Box 64603, Unionville, Ontario L3R OM9

Meet Your Executive

Officers:
Alan Graf - President
John Paloc - Past President
Fred Clark — Vice-President
David Richards — Treasurer

Directors:
Tom Beck
Neville Cohen
Jeamie Reingold
Richard Talbot, C.D.

We can be reached at:
Tel. (905) 474-9748
Fax. (903) 477-8144
e-mail: agraf@home.com
web: http://home.ican.net/~bet/ura.htm




	DOC
	DOC000
	DOC001
	DOC002

