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President's Reorf
The Work Of Your Ratepayer
Association

Hello to one and all. Although you my not have received a
newsletter from us in a while, it doesn’t mean that we
haven’t been very busy. There have been a number of issues
that your ratepayer executive has been involved with over
the past little while.

Stiver Brothers Elevator Complex, 9 Station Lane, circa 1916. The
Town has owned this property for a number of years but was ) )
unable to decide what to do with it. Recently, a decision was made ~ Some of these issues include:

to sell the property, subject to the condition that it was to maintain e working to protect Unionville from the
as much of its external appearance as possible. See the story on Markham Centre development;
page 3. e fighting council over property tax increases the

last two years;

e protecting the Stiver Mill from inappropriate
development:

e working to bring Unionville the new
Millennium Bandstand;

e protecting Main Street’s heritage;
representing Unionville’s interests on the
Markham Centre Advisory Group and on the
Main Street Unionville Parking and Land Use
Study;

e fighting against development of a Hotel at Town
Centre Blvd. and Apple Creek Blvd.; and

e working on the Unionville Lion’s Club’s
proposal to build an arch in Library Park.

These and some of the other activities and happenings in
Unionville are discussed in the following pages.

Alan Graf,
President

It is very important to renew and energize your Ratepayer Association, so
please come out to the AGM, and consider joining the Executive. Protecting

our community and our property values is important to all of us.



The Markham Centre Development

Many people in Unionville are unaware that the Town of
Markham passed OPA 21 in 1994, which will radically alter
the community of Unionville that we love and live in.

OPA 21 represents the Town’s vision for a mixed-use town
centre development within a live/work environment. It
applies mostly to lands between Hwy.7 to the north,
Kennedy Rd. to the east, Hwy 407 to the south and just past
Warden Ave. to the west.

It is intended to be a high-rise, high-density downtown core
for Markham embracing the principles of smart growth. It
comprises almost 1,000 acres, and is expected to house
25,000 residents in 10,000 condominiums, apartments and
townhouses. There is expected to be jobs for 17,000 people
and 2,000,000-sq.ft. of office and retail space.

This new downtown core will integrate businesses, homes,
retail locations, recreational facilities, entertainment and
educational venues. The integrated neighbourhoods will
provide a unique urban experience while ensuring that the
community remains a people place. The major east-west
road is expected to be Enterprise Drive (about halfway
between Highway 7 and Highway 407). It will be tree-lined
and provide sweeping views.

. To .minimize traffic concerns, a rapid transit system is
proposed for the 407 corridor. A Civic Mall will divide the
community into district neighbourhoods with an old-
fashioned town square. Interconnected parks and open
spaces, complete with walking and biking trails, will provide
a number of active and passive recreational opportunities.

The centrepiece of this development is expected to be Park
Lake (similar in size to Toogood Pond) which will feature
waterfront shops, recreational activities, and a view of the
valley lands.

The Town of Markham has established 10 Guiding
Principles for their vision of Markham Centre, and they
expect that any development within this area will follow
these principles:
e protect and enhance the valley lands;
support public transit;
transform Highway 7 into an urban boulevard;
develop an effective street network;
provide a sense of place;
enhance pedestrian activity;
ensure ecological sustainability;
provide a cultural and social focus;
manage traffic and parking issues; and
deliver a financial framework.
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- Very Important for your Future

A 21 member Advisory Group representing a wide variety of
stakeholder interests including local property owners,
businesses and Markham residents was established last year.
Mr. Alan Graf, your URA President, has worked hard on
this committee for us. In addition, there are five sub-
committees covering the areas of greenlands, transportation,
built form, green infrastructure and public spaces.

On the plus side, significant effort has been put in to how
best protect and preserve the Rouge River valleylands,
which wind through the middle of this site. The developers
seem just as concerned as the Town in trying to figure out
the best way to protect the river and how best to deal with
rain water run-off and other watercourse concerns to protect
the Rouge River.

Three existing Unionville streets are expected to be
extended south of Highway 7. Sciberras Road, Village
Parkway and Verclaire Gate are each going to be made
through streets. This will significantly change these and the
surrounding streets with increased traffic. Some meetings
have already been held with the local homeowners
discussing how best to minimize these impacts.

As this is expected to be a high-rise, high-density downtown
core, there will be a significant number of buildings built in
the 6-story to 16-story range. Due to height limits imposed
because of the flight paths for Buttonville Airport, no
building will be built taller than the clock tower on the
Hilton Suites (formerly Embassy Suites) Hotel

Some businesses such as Motorola and IBM have already
been built. Others, including some of the residential
development, are expected to start construction this year,
with the total build-out expected to take place over the next
ten years.

This new development will clearly put pressure on
Unionville and will bring many changes to our community.
Having 25,000 people dropped on our doorstep will
certainly bring added traffic, parking problems on Main
Street, and may change our “small-town feel”. All of us
need to know more about how this development will effect
Unionville’s future.

For more information, visit their web site at
www.markhamcentre.com, or come out to our Annual
General Meeting and hear an expert from the Town talk
about how this new development will affect you, and answer
your questions.



The Millennium Bandstand

As part of the Town’s year 2000 program, a millennium
bandstand was proposed for the old pumping station site at
the corner of Main Street and Fred Varley Drive. A
committee worked hard to bring a unique and historic
bandstand to Unionville in keeping with our heritage and the
requirements of the site.

The Millennium Bandstand became a reality late in 2001,
and we now have a unique site for summer concerts,
* Christmas tree lighting, and meeting friends. While the

Town paid for the actual bandstand, funds need to be raised

within the community for landscaping the surrounding site.
This is where the Unionville Gala came in.

Our most sincere congratulations go out to Mr. Brian Roman
(what a voice!!) and his committee and friends who put
together the First Annual Unionville Gala held last
November. They put together an exciting evening of music
and fun filling the Markham Theatre. Proceeds from this
evening are expected to go a long way to landscape the
bandstand site in a way to make all of Unionville proud.

Sale of the Unionville Golf Centre

The Unionville Golf Centre on Main Street south of Hwy. 7
was sold last year to the York Region Public School Board.

The School Board has indicated that they plan to build an
“elite athlete” high school on the site in conjunction with the
build out of the Markham Centre development. There are
concerns over zoning, traffic volumes, storm water
management, and environmental issues in protecting the
watercourse. Your Ratepayer Association will be following
up on these issues.

Protecting the Stiver Mill

Wow - what a fiasco this has been. The Stiver Mill
(pictured on the front page) is located on Station Lane, just
off Main Street at the railway tracks. This is one of the truly
significant historic buildings in Unionville, but our Town
council, which owns the building, doesn’t seem to
appreciate our heritage.

They deemed it expendable and sold it conditionally in the
year 2000 to the Town’s former solicitor (a new form of
severance package?), who decided to build a three story
medical building on the site. That’s when the local
homeowners and the URA got involved.

This large of a building in the centre of Town would have
had devastating effects on traffic and parking. After almost
two years, many acrimonious debates, hundreds of locals
attending many Council meetings, and at least two
extensions, the Town finally did what is right, and refused a
further extension. The developer pulled his deal and is now
suing the Town.

Congratulations to our local councilor, Mr. Joe Virgillio for
doing us proud on this one. He worked hard to represent the
ratepayers interests.

-Two More Tax Increases

In 2001, our councillors again kept up their pattern of
approving an unnecessary tax increase in the first year of
their three-year term. The tax increase for the Town was
2.9% and for the region was 4.5%. At least the region’s
increase seems to have gone to increased policing and
capital projects. While the Town’s increase just went into a
slush fund - that’s right, a SLUSH FUND - to be used to
offset an increase in a later year. Why do we keep putting
up with this brand of manipulation? And why do we keep
falling for it every election year?

For 2002, the Town approved an increase of 2.3%, which
coincidentally is the same as the Region’s increase of 2.3%.
How convenient? With all the money coming into Town
coffers from the new development ($3 million for 2002),
you would think that they could balance their budget without
needing to increase taxes.

And beware - there’s talk of tax increases for this year at
both the region and town levels. Hopefully, we will
remember this when we vote in November.



Preserving Main Street’s Unique
Character

Due to concerns raised by local ratepayers over the
increasing number of restaurants replacing retail stores on
Main Street, and concerns over the lack of parking in the
area, Markham council approved a one-year moratorium on
Main Street development in May 2002, and authorized a
“Main Street Unionville Land Use and Parking Study”.

Marshall Macklin Monaghan was hired to update the study
they did in 1990, with the purpose of determining the
validity of the land use and parking concerns and
recommending solutions to ensure that the vision of a
vibrant and active main street be maintained. Two
representatives of your Ratepayer Executive were appointed
to the advisory committee.

Some of the issues raised were that the existing zoning by-
law does not differentiate between restaurants, cafes, or
pubs; that the majority of minor variance applications were
to reduce parking requirements; that the parking standard for
restaurants has effectively been reduced in half through the
granting of minor variances; that the peak parking demand
falls within standard (before Firkin and Main St. Grill
opened); and that the total retail space has declined
marginally due to conversion to restaurant space.

After looking at alternative policy approaches used by other
communities to both conserve and maintain vibrant main
streets, and after much discussion with the advisory group,
experts and council, the consultant came up with a number
of recommendations. Among these, the committee and the
consultant agreed that the floor space devoted to retail uses
along Main Street should not be allowed to decrease below
50% of the available ground floor space; that minor
variances should be discouraged; and that additional parking
could be found if better integration of existing lots was
pursued.

Rejuvenating Your Ratepayer
Association - The AGM

In order for us to do the important work that needs to be
done in order to protect Unionville unique community
character, and to bring special events and activities to
Unionville, we need more help. It is important to renew and
energize our Ratepayer association, so please come out to
our Annual General meeting and get involved.

Our AGM will be held on Monday April 7th in the Canada
Room of the Markham Civic Centre at 7:30 p.m. Please
come on out and support us - or at the very least, please buy
a membership.

Membership Application Form

Name:

Meet Your Executive

Address:

Officers:

Postal Code: Telephone:

Alan Graf - President
John Paloc - Past President

E -Mail:

Fred Clark — Vice-President
David Richards — Treasurer

Membership: O Regular-$10 O Supporting-$20

D Contribution to Heritage Fund: $

I would like to volunteer my time in the following capacity:

E] executive g community events D municipal

affairs

D picnic D special projects D Computer/Internet

wizard

D other:

Directors:
Tom Beck
Neville Cohen
Mary Lawlor
Richard Talbot, C.D.

We can be reached at:
Tel. (905) 474-9748
e-mail: agraf@rogers.com
web: http://home.ican.net/~bct/ura.htm
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