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Member’s Meeting
Monday May 157 @ 7Pm

Pan Am Center Room 2

URA Housing Affordability Public Forum, May 6

Housing Affordability is front page news these days. House prices
are in the stratosphere and even condos are moving out of reach

for many. Service workers, essential to the health of our
community, struggle to find housing here. Current residents despair
that their children will ever be able to live here when they leave
home. In Markham we are still debating the merits of regulating
secondary suites and rooming houses. The new, York University
Markham Centre campus will require housing for thousands of
students and there is almost no purpose-built rental housing
available.

Last week the provincial government introduced a range of
measures designed to tackle the housing affordability problem.
Some of the measures were applauded in the media, others
criticized. What can the residents of Markham do?

On May 6, the URA and Deputy Mayor Jack Heath will host a public
forum on housing affordability with a number of private- and

public-sector experts. This will be an opportunity for you to learn
more about this critical issue and you will have an opportunity to
begin to help establish a set of priority action steps to ensure that
everyone can have a bright future in Markham.

May 15th 2017 Members’ Meeting

Our next members' meeting will be on Monday May 15th, 2017 at
7:00 pm at the Pan Am Centre in Committee Room 2. We have
invited Trustee Billy Pang to provide a debrief on the Minister of
Education’s report regarding the “culture of fear” and the new
Director of Education for York Region District School Board (YRDSB).

We look forward to seeing you on Monday May 15th, 2017!

Congratulations to Zoe Christidis for winning the URA Member Appreciation Raffle!
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Ontario Fair Housing Plan

The housing affordability issue in Greater
Toronto has been at a white-hot pitch for
many months now. Following weeks of
speculation, Ontario released its Fair Housing
Plan on April 20. It contains 16 measures to
“help more people find affordable homes,
increase supply, protect buyers and renters
and bring stability to the real estate market”.
Many of the bigger items are effective
immediately, subject to legislation being
passed. The key items include:

e A 15% Non-Resident Speculation Tax
that applies to the Greater Golden
Horseshoe (Niagara to Orillia to

Peterborough).

e Developing a standard lease and
expanding rent control to all private
in Ontario to 2.5%

excluding cost

rentals max
increase per year,
allowance for renovations.

e Lleveraging the value of surplus
provincial land assets to develop a mix
a market and affordable housing
supply. (We believe the province has
little surplus land in York Region —
perhaps Parkway Belt.)

e Enabling legislation to  allow

municipalities to introduce a vacant

home property tax.

Charge

e Introducing  Development

rebates for purpose-built rental

apartment buildings.

Contact Information info@unionvilleratepayers.com

The Ontario Fair Housing Plan contains
16 measures to “help more people find
affordable homes, increase supply,
protect buyers and renters and bring
stability to the real estate market”.

-

Reading about housing affordability.

IWKONCT,

e Permitting municipalities to use
property taxes to impose higher taxes
land that

approved for new housing.

on vacant have been
e Upgrading the Growth Plan, including
affirming the Greenbelt areas and
rules.
[ ]
The consensus among experts has been
mixed. Some feel these measures are a good
first step while others feel that additional
measures are needed, such as specifying
inclusionary zoning or altering the capital
treatment on

gains  tax non-principal

residence properties. There have also been
concerns about rent control inhibiting new

development.

It is clearly a time of many unknowns. These
matters will be discussed at the URA Housing
Forum, May 6.

http://www.unionvilleratepayers.com/

NE" WO PUIDNUIMMM SUOOUED LONIONMNI @ 901-8002
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Vacant Housing

Premier Wynne recently announced proposed
“15%
on home buyers

measures to add a non-resident

speculation tax” and to
introduce legislation to “allow Toronto and
possibly other municipalities to introduce a
vacant homes property tax”. Shortly afterwards,
Mavyor Scarpitti was quoted in a Globe and Mail
article, saying that “he had not seen signs that
vacant homes were a significant problem in

Markham”.

Although, the meaning of “a significant problem”
is difficult to define, vacant housing is certainly
an issue in Unionville and it is suspected in
Markham in general.

Vacant housing is certainly an issue in
Unionville and it is suspected in Markham
in general.

URA is in the process of documenting the known
vacant houses in the area (excluding houses with
“For Sale” or “Sold” notices posted), plus all those
lots which are under construction. It is planned to
present the data to City Council in due course,
once the magnitude of the problem is known.

Members and subscribers to the Newsletter are
requested to advise URA of the addresses of
known vacant houses and houses under
construction in their area. Please e-mail the
information to

president@unionvilleratepayers.com.

Contact Information info@unionvilleratepayers.com

ojriﬁi’iFaiv Housing Plan
Plan de Ontario pour e
logement équitable

Unionville Festival

The 48th Annual Unionville Festival returns
to Unionville on June 3 and 4 -- bigger and
better than ever!

Fireworks and the Bavarian Garden are back!

A record number of craft vendors, artisans,
artists and food vendors will be set up on
Main Street. Family Fun Day is back at
Crosby Park. The Krazy Krafts will return to
Toogood Pond. BeFit v2 will be here, and
don't forget the parade, music and fun for all
ages. For  more information  visit

www.unionvillefestival.com.

Put the Festival in your calendar now and
invite your friends, family and neighbours.

See you on Main Street Unionville, June 3
and 4!

Sl UNIONVILLE
@y FESTIVAL

ONTARIO

http://www.unionvilleratepayers.com/
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28 Main Street Unionville

You may recall that last fall the architect for
the development on the northwest corner of
Main Street and Enterprise Drive presented
their plans at a URA meeting. On April 25
the URA met with
of the developer for an

representatives of
representatives
update. Apparently they have responded to
critigues of the City's architectural design
review committee and are close to resolving
most issues with the City. They hope to begin
construction as early as the fall of 2017. The
main issue apparently was the status of a
proposed park at the corner of Main Street
and Enterprise. The park was once proposed
as a "strata" park (built over an underground
parking garage). All parking has now been
moved into 6 levels under the two buildings.
The current proposal is for 709 units (vs
original approval for 718 in 2012) with 33 and
28 stories for the two buildings.

Let's Talk
;' Inclusionary

. Zoning

Contact Information info@unionvilleratepayers.com

Inclusionary Zoning

Inclusionary zoning refers to policies, by-laws and
programs that require development proposals to
include affordable housing units and controls to
keep the units continuously affordable. This
approach combines housing policy and land-use
requiring developers to

planning approvals

include below-market-rate rental and/or

ownership housing.

Key elements of the proposed legislative

framework include:

e allowing municipalities to determine

where and how inclusionary zoning
applies through official plan policies and

zoning by-laws

the
Municipal Board (OMB) from municipal

e prohibiting appeals to Ontario
inclusionary zoning official plan policies

and zoning by-laws

e not allowing municipalities to accept
money in lieu of inclusionary zoning units
or allow the units to be built on off-site
lands

e requiring municipalities to establish a
procedure for ensuring that inclusionary
zoning units remain affordable over time

e requiring owners of inclusionary zoning
with the
municipality, which may be registered
against the land and can be enforced

units to enter agreements

against subsequent owners to keep the
unit affordable

e restricting municipalities from using
Section 37 funding (density bonusing) in
addition
requirements, except

outlined by regulations

to inclusionary zoning

in circumstances

http://www.unionvilleratepayers.com/
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48w Jeslival!

* Festival Parade * Funky 5K Run/2K Walk
* Krazy Krafts Race * Family Fun Day

* FunZone by the Rinks in Crosby Park

* Village Market * BeFit Day, Markets

* Music on Main Street and much more

* Saturday evening Fireworks

For all the event details & updates, go to

(f Jw 10

Contact Information info@unionvilleratepayers.com http://www.unionvilleratepayers.com/
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Unionville Residents Association

Are YouConcerned About

Housing Affordability
in Markham & York Region?

Markham Civic Center, Council Chambers
Saturday May 6th, 2017
9am to 12:30pm

Topics

Speakers

Housing market and house affordability

Sal Guatieri, Director and Senior
Economist, BMO Capital Markets

Ontario's housing legislation, including the
just-announced Ontario Fair Housing Plan

Alison Coke, Manager Local Government
and Housing, Ministry of Housing

Regional policy

Val Shuttleworth, Chief Planner, York
Region

Municipal policy

Murray Boyce, Senior Policy Coordinator,
Markham

Private sector perspectives

Randy Peddigrew, Senior VP, Remington
Group

Case study on social housing

Rick Farrell, General Manager, Housing
Services, York Region

Case studies on secondary suites or

basement apartments and purpose-built
rental apartments

John Taylor, Deputy Mayor, Newmarket

Brought to you by Unionville Residents Association and Deputy Mayor Jack Heath

RSVP : housingforum@unionvilleresidents.ca http://www.unionvilleresidents.ca


https://www.eventbrite.com/e/housing-affordability-forum-tickets-33551583690?ref=enivtefor001&invite=MTE5NDA3Mzcva2FudGhpbmkuckBnbWFpbC5jb20vMA%3D%3D&utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=inviteformalv2&utm_term=eventimage&ref=enivtefor001

