
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presents 
 
 

ASK YOUR MAYOR 
On Thursday April 19th at 7 pm Mayor Frank Scarpitti  

 

will be at the Markham PAN AM Centre to answer YOUR questions 
 

 
 

Ask him anything 
 

 

Traffic 
Transit 
Trails 

Development 
Growth 
Taxes 

York Downs 
York University 

Unionville Main St 

Housing 
Safety 

Recreation 

Trains 
Planes 

Automobiles 
 

 

Please click for List of Questions sent to Mayor prior to the 2018 Mayor Session 

  

http://unionvilleresidents.ca/URA_questions_for_mayor_2018.pdf
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April Meeting 

Please attend our annual ‘Ask Your Mayor’ meeting open to 

all residents of Markham. 

 
Date: Thursday April 19th 2018 from 7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

Venue: Markham Pan Am Center 

Address: 16 Main St Unionville, Unionville, ON L3R 2E4 

 

Our Agenda for the evening will include: 

• Markham Mayor 2018 Session 

• Updates on relevant topics 

 

 

 

 

Markham City Mayor – Frank Scarpitti 

Mayor Frank Scarpitti was elected as Mayor of Markham in 

2006, 2010 and 2014. Mayor Scarpitti has served various roles 

in municipal politics as York Region Councillor (1985–1997), 

Budget Chief (2003–2006) and Deputy Mayor (1991–1992, 

1997–2006). Mayor Scarpitti also serves on York Regional 

Council and is the current Chair of York Region Rapid Transit 

Corporation (VIVA Transit).  

He led Markham’s initiative to secure the Markham Pan Am 

Centre and the new Markham campus for York University. 

Mayor Scarpitti gives his time to a number of non-profit 

organizations related to health, social programs, arts and 

culture.  

Mayor Scarpitti and his wife Nancy have three children.  

He is also one of the highest paid mayors in Canada! 
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Update on Traffic Congestion 

Relief  

Surveys in Progress and Transit Town Hall 

planned for May 2 

As summarized in our February newsletter, URA has 

joined an umbrella group of resident associations 

called the South Central York Region – Congestion 

Relief Committee (SCYR-CRC). Last month, the group 

initiated a survey on the Yonge Subway 

Extension.  Public reception, including from URA 

members, has been excellent, with over 1000 

respondents to date. If you have not already 

completed the survey, please do so 

at: bit.ly/YSE_Survey  

A second survey has now been released on the two-

fare wall issue and is open for public input. This 

relates to the problem that Markham residents must 

pay a second transit fare upon transferring between 

YRT and TTC (e.g. when their bus crosses Steeles Ave 

or when they board the subway). Please fill it out at: 

bit.ly/2FW_Survey 

Lastly, the group is holding a Transit Town Hall on May 

2, 2018 to discuss needs and status of the Yonge 

Subway Extension and the 2-Transit Fare Wall 

(Steeles/Subway). Elected officials from all levels of 

government have been invited. Please plan to 

attend.    

The Town Hall will be held on Wednesday, May 2, 

2018 at 7:30 pm at the Thornhill Community Centre – 

North Hall 7555 Bayview Avenue, Thornhill.   

 

 

Is Markham Growing too 

Quickly? 

As summarized in our February newsletter, URA 

completed an analysis showing that Markham‘s 

current population is 4% (14,000) above the current 

Official Plan, and likely to stay ahead of plan. We 

reviewed this report with the Mayor and senior City 

staff. Here is a summary of the key discussion points;  

• There was discussion on whether being 4% ahead 

is significant, and whether being ahead of target 

is good or bad. No consensus  

• The City’s population targets, and where the 

growth is to be located, will be reviewed as part 

of the upcoming Municipal Comprehensive 

Review of the Official Plan  

• Discussions on mechanisms to slow down growth 

were inconclusive  

• There was interest in developing or tracking some 

quality of life (“liveability”) indices  

 

As follow-up, the City indicated they will provide 

some simple public-facing graphics showing 

population and employment versus plan, and also 

look for simple quality of life indices. In general, the 

meeting was helpful in sensitizing the City about 

public sentiment about rapid growth and more 

discussions will certainly occur on this topic. 

 

mailto:info@unionvilleresidents.ca
http://unionvilleresidents.ca/
file:///C:/Personal%20Files/URA/bit.ly/YSE_Survey
file:///C:/Personal%20Files/URA/bit.ly/2FW_Survey
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjGh9Hf_ZzaAhXiUN8KHRwsA5MQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://www.shutterstock.com/video/clip-27856024-stock-footage-markham-ontario-canada-june-rush-hour-traffic-jam-and-gridlock-in-the-city-streets.html&psig=AOvVaw3JGJKlhTzm1G7QBq9_ihDi&ust=1522806308544341
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Final OMB Decision on 4031 – 

16th Avenue (Briarwood Farms) 

Development  

As discussed in our December newsletter, the 

developer submitted a significantly scaled-down 

revised proposal last July, 2017, consisting of 7 

homes, retention of the heritage house and a 

reduction in the developable area. The developer had 

previously appealed to the OMB and URA had 

registered as a Participant in the OMB hearing.  

In late March, we learned that the City and the 

developer had reached a settlement based on the 

scaled-down proposal. The OMB prehearing meeting 

scheduled for March 28 turned into a hearing to 

review the settlement. The URA and several 

neighbours made participant statements listing 

concerns and issues. However, the OMB made an oral 

decision at the meeting to grant approval in principle 

to the settlement. 

 

More Frequent Armed Home 

Invasions 

York region police reported that a man armed with a 

handgun broke into a home near Rodick Road and 

16th Avenue late February on a Saturday evening. 

Armed home invasion apparently is getting worse in 

the last 3 month with 1 armed home invasion 

in Mississauga, 2 in the Hamilton area, and 3 in 

Brampton leaving one victim badly beaten. What is 

more disturbing is there were several guns stolen in a 

Markham break & enter and some firearms were also 

stolen from a gun shop in Stouffville early January. It 

is unclear if the stolen firearms will be used in another 

home invasion, but armed home invasion is also 

probable in our neighbourhood.   

Home invasions and break & enters often start by 

ringing the doorbell to check if anyone is home. A 

smart doorbell with remote control is the 

first safeguard that would give an impression 

someone is at home. Once the thief assumes that no 

one is at home, in 80% of break & enters the patio 

door is used to enter. An anti-theft door would be the 

second safeguard. Once a break & enter occurs, a 

house alarm will be the third safeguard which can 

alert a security company. Remote control light, 

remote door locks, and CCTV are additional 

safeguards.  

Below are some useful links to protect yourself 

against break & enters and home invasion.   

 

Secure home tips – with 3 recommended 

priorities   

 

Remote control smart doorbell – get a 

potential thief on video 

 

Anti theft door and window – most break & 

enters are from the patio door  

 

Remote control smart light bulb – with 

scheduling capabilities  

 

Remote control smart door lock – to 

remotely check if the door is locked 

 

DIY security camera – helps police to 

identify possible suspect    
 

 

mailto:info@unionvilleresidents.ca
http://unionvilleresidents.ca/
http://www.securehouse.ca/index.html#msg-box8-35
http://www.securehouse.ca/index.html#msg-box8-35
https://shop.ring.com/products/video-doorbell-pro
https://shop.ring.com/products/video-doorbell-pro
https://www.metalexdoors.com/
https://www.metalexdoors.com/
https://www.wink.com/products/
https://www.wink.com/products/
https://www.pcmag.com/article/344336/the-best-smart-locks
https://www.pcmag.com/article/344336/the-best-smart-locks
http://www.toptenreviews.com/home/smart-home/best-security-cameras/
http://www.toptenreviews.com/home/smart-home/best-security-cameras/
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Ontario Budget 2018 - is it spend 

or care 

Finance Minister Charles Sousa announced the 2018 

budget (a plan for care and opportunity) late March 

investing $31.9B in next 6 years which increases the 

budget from $141B in 2017 to $158.5B in 2018 and 

reverses the $600 million surplus this year back to 

budget deficit next 6 years before balancing on 2024-

25.  New spending includes 

- extending OHIP+ to include free drug for age 65 and 

above and 4 million families without benefit 

reimburse up to 80% dental or drug expense starting 

August 2019 

- adding $2.2B on pre-kindergarten child care 

including 10,000 in school and 4,000 in community 

starting 2020 

- adding $2.1B to mental health in next four years 

with total $17B spending on mental health 

- adding $19B to hospital infrastructure including 

$2.4B in sick kids hospital and $16B to school capital 

next 10 years 

- adding $822M to reduce overcrowded hospital, 

emergency and surgery wait time 

- adding $1B of senior healthy home program for age 

75 and above with up to $750 annual maintenance 

over 3 years 

- adding $300M on increasing nurse for long term care 

and adding 2.8 million hours home care for senior  

- adding 5000 long term care by 2020 and 30,000 over 

10 years 

What has not been widely discussed is the Liberal's 

plan to build a 200+ km/h High Speed Rail between 

Toronto and Windsor.  

 

- Phase 1 with 4 stops from Toronto to Pearson 

airport, Guelph, Waterloo & Kitchener and London 

target to complete 2025 

- Phase 2 with 2 stops from London to Chatham and 

Windsor targets to complete 2031 

- Environment Assessment will be completed within 3 

years with phase 1 target to complete 2025 and phase 

2 target to complete 2031 

- Phase 1 investment will be $11B and phase 2 will be 

additional $9B totaling $20B. 

The High Speed Rail will increase the mobility of 

people in south Ontario and is long overdue in a 

developed country. 

The spending will increase total debt from $312B 

today to $325B this years and $360.1B by 2021. The 

interest payment will increase from current $12B to 

$12.5B this year to $13.8B by 2021. However, the 

debt to GDP will be average 38% below the highest 

39.3% 2014.  

mailto:info@unionvilleresidents.ca
http://unionvilleresidents.ca/
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Ontario has had an average growth of 2.7% over the 

last 4 years, but will drop to an average growth of 

1.9% next 4 years. The Liberals believe the spending 

will sustain jobs similar to the stimulus package after 

the 2008 financial crisis, but spending will also defer 

the schedule of reducing debt to 29% promise by 

2027.  Many people view this as an election budget 

like premier Kathleen Wynne said "is it care or is it 

cut" that you have to choose.  

URA has tentatively scheduled May 14th Monday to 

be a provincial candidate meeting. Please stay tuned. 

 

Update on Rooming Houses, 

Secondary Suites and Short Term 

Accommodations (STAs) 

The Development Services Committee (DSC) held 

another long Public meeting on March 27, 2018 to 

discuss this subject again. City staff presented a 

slightly revised position on location of Rooming 

Housing, but in general they were still advocating that 

no shared accommodation will be allowed "as of 

right" in Markham. In summary, the City would 

require Secondary Suites to be registered and subject 

to safety inspections; Rooming Houses and STAs 

would require rezoning applications, and licences to 

operate, plus all the safety inspections.  

About 24 members of the public spoke; the majority 

of them expressing legitimate concerns about a small 

number of Airbnb "party houses" impacting their 

neighbourhoods. A couple of speakers mentioned the 

difficulty with closing down illegal Rooming Houses, 

due to the fact that enforcement staff do not have 

appropriate By-laws to allow for prosecution.  

The URA long held position that Secondary Suites and 

Rooming Houses should be allowed - with strict 

guidelines and assurances of resident safety - was 

again expressed. However, URA does not support the 

City's proposed STA need for rezoning etc., which 

would be cost-prohibitive and time consuming. We 

do support licensing and inspections of STAs with 

some strict restrictions, such as a maximum of 2 

rooms for paying guests in an owner-occupied 

property. A few speakers spoke of the need to 

adequately enforce any new by-laws that may be 

introduced. 

A new discussion among members of Council - of the 

13 present, only 6 spoke throughout the evening - 

was the concern with cost recovery involved with 

licensing and safety inspections, plus the possible 

introduction of additional enforcement staff. It was 

suggested that all costs would be absorbed by the 

applicants. 

No decisions were made at the meeting, except to 

receive the City presentation and the public input. 

The next meeting of DSC is scheduled for April 30th, 

with May 16th planned for the "final" Council vote on 

these new By-laws. 

 

 

  

mailto:info@unionvilleresidents.ca
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Greener Parking Lots 

In the commercial areas of down town Markham 

about 80% of the surface space is taken up by paved 

parking lots with hardly any green. This while the area 

is advertised as LEED certified commercial space. 

LEED provides a framework to create healthy, highly 

efficient and cost-saving green buildings. LEED 

certification is a globally recognized symbol of 

sustainability achievement. 

 

Conventional surface parking lots are generally 

undesirable, with poor quality landscaping, 

unattractive streetscapes and a lack of pedestrian 

safety, comfort and amenity. They also represent an 

environmental challenge. Large expanses of asphalt 

contribute to the urban heat island effect, which 

raises local air temperature, elevates smog, and, in 

turn, increases energy demand for summer cooling. 

Vehicles left to “bake in the sun” can be significant 

polluters as well, emitting smog-forming 

contaminants when parked and requiring additional 

energy for cooling when travel resumes.  

Traditional parking lot surfaces prevent rainwater and 

snowmelt from being absorbed into the soil to 

replenish groundwater. During storms and winter 

thaws, impermeable pavement can produce rapid 

run-off which poses flooding hazards and the risk of 

carrying pollutants directly into our lake, rivers and 

streams. Dark surfaces can also increase the 

temperature of storm water run-off, disrupting water 

quality in receiving areas.  

Reducing the need and availability for parking space 

is the most environmentally friendly solution, one 

which the City of Markham should push harder for. 

But in the meantime there are ways to create greener 

parking lots. Various design guidelines are available 

including ones from the EPA and from the City of 

Toronto (see links below), which focus on the use of 

permeable pavement, landscape, and irrigation. 

While implementing these guidelines will improve the 

parking lots significantly they will still clearly be 

parking lots. A truly liveable city of the future will 

need to go one step further. 

This is a photo of an existing condo building with 

parking lot. 

 

The parking is underneath the garden. Imagine what 

the commercial area of down town Markham would 

look like if the parking was (semi) underground and 

the surface area was a green park with 

walking/cycling trails, benches, and flowerbeds. Yes, 

it will be significantly more expensive to build, but the 

advantages are also significant. Besides the benefits 

of covered parking, the green park will create a much 

healthier environment which will have a positive 

impact on the well-being of the employees, which will 

reduce lost hours due to health issues.  

mailto:info@unionvilleresidents.ca
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Employees will be much more eager to go for a walk 

after lunch or to a nearby restaurant, or enjoy their 

lunch in the park.  

Birds, bee, butterflies, and other animals will find a 

home in the park. And when these parks are 

connected using green overpasses of roads (ecoduct) 

then people and animals are easily able to go from 

one park to another. 

As mentioned the cost of building such structures is 

significant, however the cost of the impact of an 

unhealthy environment is also significant and we are 

all paying for it. It is better to pay to prevent 

treatment instead of paying for treatment. An 

insurance for a better and more liveable future. 

 

 

 

References: 
 
Toronto Design Guidelines for Green Surface Parking Lots 
 
Green Parking Lot Guide 
 
How to Make a Greener Parking Lot 

 

Green roof on top of buildings and parking garages 

are already common around the world and in North 

America. The picture below shows an example in 

Silicon Valley. 

 

mailto:info@unionvilleresidents.ca
http://unionvilleresidents.ca/
https://web.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/9642-Design-Guidelines-for-Greening-Surface-Parking-Lots.pdf
http://www.streamteamok.net/Doc_link/Green%20Parking%20Lot%20Guide%20(final).PDF
https://www.citylab.com/transportation/2012/03/how-make-better-parking-lot/1628/

