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Unionville Community  

Christmas Party 

South Unionville Resident Forum, Unionville BIA, 

Unionville Residents Association and 

Unionville Villagers Association will be hosting the  

6th Unionville Community Christmas Party 
 

Date:      December 3rd 2018 (Monday) 

Time :      6:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

Venue:     Old Country Inn 

Address:  198 Main Street Unionville  

Features: Food, Drinks, Banter & Cash Bar 

 

We cordially invite you to join us & celebrate. 

York Downs Development – 

Settlement in Principle Reached  

As discussed in our November newsletter, the URA 

Board has indicated our willingness to move to a 

settlement with the developer.  However, the 

Normandale Community Residents Association as 

well as other parties were still in negotiations as of 

that time.   

At the LPAT/OMB conference on November 22, it 

was indicated that all parties had reached 

settlement in principle with the developer.  The URA 

is very pleased with this news.  Final settlement 

documents and final implementing documents 

(Zoning Bylaw Amendment, Draft Plans and Draft 

Plan Conditions) are being prepared.  A LPAT 

settlement conference to close out the file is 

scheduled for February 1, 2019.  
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Future Urban Area Passes Major 

Milestone 

Markham’s Future Urban Area (FUA) is our city’s 

largest planned expansion, slated to hold 45,000 

residents and about 17,000 jobs in 1300 hectares (975 

developable).   It is a major piece of the city’s plan to 

accommodate growth to 2031 and beyond.    The FUA 

consists of 3 large residential blocks and one large 

employment block.  The residential blocks are located 

primarily between Major Mac and Elgin Mills and 

between the hydro corridor east of Woodbine to 

Robinson Creek east of Kennedy. The employment 

block is between Elgin Mills and 19th Ave between 

Warden and the 404.Planning of the FUA  has been 

underway since 2014.  

The FUA recently passed a major milestone, as 

secondary plans have been approved by Council for 

two of the three residential blocks – Berczy Glen 

(west of Warden) and Robinson Glen (east of 

Kennedy). These now go to York Region for its 

approval. 

The middle residential block (Angus Glen) is still 

pending, but we know that it involves reconfiguring 

the existing golf course to 7 holes south of Major Mac 

( as today) and 11 holes north of Major Mac (versus 

29 holes today).  

The key features of the residential blocks in the FUA 

are:  

 Overall density of 70 people/developable hectare, 
consistent with Provincial Growth Plan.   

 Variety of housing types including low-rise ground-
based, mid-rise and high-rise.  Opportunity for 
purpose-built secondary suites  

 

 

 

 Designed as compact walkable complete 
communities with retail, schools, churches, parks, 
trails.  

 Good collector road system with at least two 
continuous collector roads in each direction  

 Protection of natural features  

 Low Impact Development measures for groundwater 
retention  

 Underground vessels  for storm water management, 
allowing recreational uses at grade  

 Community Energy Plans, e.g. solar ready houses  

 Canada’s largest geothermal community energy 
system for 300 homes in the Berczy Glen community  

 Appropriate transition to adjacent existing 
communities  

URA made a deputation on the FUA last January.  We 

recognized the FUA was a direct consequence of 

decisions made 8 years ago to expand the urban built 

boundary to accommodate some of the mandated 

population growth for Markham.  We were also 

supportive of the general community design 

principles.   

Our concern in the deputation was in the pace of 

development, i.e. phasing, particularly in relation to 

transportation infrastructure.  The arterial roads in 

the area are all slated for widening from 2 to 4 lanes 

or from 4 to 6 lanes (with HOV).  Furthermore, Don 

Cousins Parkway is slated to be extended to 19th 

Avenue, and 19th is slated to have an interchange at 

Highway 404.  There is also need to extend a collector 

road east beyond Robinson Creek to McCowan 

Rd.  On the transit side, a Frequent Transit Network is 

assumed for all arterial roads and curbside VIVA 

service is assumed for Major Mac.   The problem is 

that none of these projects are currently funded.    

The developers and the City recognize the need for 

such phasing, but no detailed phasing plan is yet 

available.  URA will continue to monitor the FUA 

closely.    
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Buttonvile Airport Air Control 

Tower Closure January 3, 2018  

In 2010 Armadale Properties, owned by the Sifton 

Family, partner with Cadillac Fairview to redevelop 

the Buttonville airport into a large mix-use 

commercial residential development. The airport was 

scheduled to close in the fall of 2016. 

In the meantime, Cadillac Fairview has delayed the 

redevelopment project until 2023 and the airport will 

continue to operate but with approximately 1/5 

traffic, 26,108 flights in 2017 compared to 122,386 

flights in 2013. Nav Canada did an assessment in 2017 

and has concluded the closure of air traffic control 

tower will not materially impact safety or efficiency of 

operation and will close the air traffic control tower 

on January 3, 2019. 

The airport operator and local pilots asserted that the 

assessment was based on low traffic at the time and 

traffic has been double since then due to the delay of 

airport closure. The closure of the air traffic control 

tower will risk the lives in the air and on the ground 

with nearby busy roads like 16th Avenue and Highway 

404.  The risk will worsen when the weather is good 

and you may see flights every 5 minutes like on 

November 25, 2018 Sunday at noontime. 

 

 

 

 

 

York Region Council has unanimously passed a 

resolution deeming it unacceptable to close the Air 

Traffic Control Tower at Buttonville Airport. This is not 

a quiet little airport in a rural town; it is next to a 

residential area and the congested Highway 404. 

Emergency services such as York Regional Police and 

Ornge use Buttonville Airport and serve the broader 

community. Markham Mayor Frank Scarpitti 

advocated safety is the utmost important and 

recommended to scale the current 16 operating 

hours to reduce hour or peak time.   

If you are concerned with the closure of the Air Traffic 

Control Tower Closure, please voice you concerns by 

sending an email to council member, local Federal MP 

or Federal Minister of Transport Marc Garneau 

marc.garneau@parl.gc.ca.  Alternatively, you can also 

sign the petition at:  

https://www.gopetition.com/petitions/save-buttonville-aiport-
air-traffic-control-tower.html 
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Federal Cannabis Act 

On October 17, 2018, Federal Cannabis Act came to 

effect allowing persons age 18 and above (depending 

on province) to  

 possess up to 30 grams of legal cannabis, dried or 

equivalent (1 gram dried = 5 grams fresh = 15 

grams edible = 70 grams liquid, 0.25 grams 

concentrated, 1 gram seed)  

 share up to 30 grams of legal cannabis with other 

adults  

 buy dried or fresh cannabis and cannabis oil from 

a provincially-licensed retailer or in provinces and 

territories without a regulated retail framework, 

individuals would be able to purchase cannabis 

online from federally-licensed producers    

 grow, from licensed seed up to 4 cannabis plants 

per residence for personal use  

 make cannabis products, such as food, drinks, at 

home as long as not concentrated products 

 

On September 26, 2018, Ontario Attorney General 

Caroline Mulroney and Finance Minister Vic Fedeli 

announced the revised Ontario Cannabis as follows  

 You will need to be 19 or older to buy, use, 
possess, and grow recreational cannabis  

 Where you can smoke and vape cannabis 
includes:  
o Private residence unless it is used for long 

term care or retirement home  
o Outdoor places such as sidewalks, parks 
o Designated room in hotel, motel or inn 

o Residential vehicles or boats with sleeping or 
cooking facilities which are parked or 
anchored respectively  

o Scientific research facility, psychiatric 
facilities or veterans’ facilities  

 

 

 
o Controlled area in long-term care homes, 

retirement homes, residential hospices, 
provincially-funded supportive housing  

o Restrictions may exist in municipality, lease 
agreement, employment policy  

 

 Where you CANNOT smoke and vape cannabis 
includes:  
o Restaurants, bars, patios and public areas 

within 9m of a patio  
o School and all public areas within 20m of 

school  
o children’s playgrounds and public areas 

within 20m of playgrounds  
o Child care centres, home care or where an 

early years program is provided  
o Government buildings, community 

recreational facilities & within 20m  
o Indoor common areas in condos, apartment 

buildings and college residences  
o Enclosed public places and enclosed work 

places  
o Outdoor grounds of hospital or psychiatric 

facilities  
o Reserved seat in outdoor sports or 

entertainment locations  

On October 16, 2018, Markham Council passed a new 

Cannabis By-law that bans all cannabis consumption 

in public places. 
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For over 40 years, the Unionville Residents 

Association (URA) has been led by fellow neighbours 

dedicated to improving our community through 

public education, engagement, and representation. 

The URA holds monthly meetings and we encourage 

you, your family, and friends to join us. Learn about 

what is happening in Unionville, get to know your 

neighbours, and become involved.  

Stay part of the conversation and renew your 

membership with us! Membership provides you the 

opportunity to vote on topics at meetings and to be 

eligible to participate on the URA Board and 

committees.  

For more information on how to become a new 

member or to renew your membership, please visit 

our website at unionvilleresidents.ca or contact 

treasurer@unionvilleresidents.ca.  

Together, our voice is stronger! 
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