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Mockup of proposed new sign. Subject to change. 

February Member’s Meeting  

We hope to see you all online at our February 

member’s meeting. 
 

Date:  February 1st 2021 (Monday) 

Time:  7:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

Venue:    Online Zoom meeting 

Topics:    Snow Clearing.   

 Speaker: Morgan Jones, Director of 

 Operations City of Markham 

Councillor Updates 

 Markham Centre Secondary Plan 

  Membership Renewal  

Please watch out for the email meeting invitation with 

an RSVP to get the Zoom link, coming later. 

Development Application 

Public Notice Sign 

Improvements 

Markham is changing the design of their public 

notice signs to make them more informative and 

easier to read and understand to better encourage 

public involvement. 

A red decal announcing the statutory public 

meeting will make a second (yellow) sign obsolete. 

The sign will include appropriate contact 

information, making it easier for residents to stay 

informed. 
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February 1st Featured Speaker 

About a year ago (many “Covid years” ago) we 

received an excellent presentation from City staff 

Morgan Jones and Alice Lam covering the City’s 

policies with respect to snow clearing. Since that time 

much has changed. We seem to have doubled the 

local population of dog walkers and indoor recreation 

is mostly closed so many more people are walking for 

exercise. The question of safe places to walk in winter 

is in many residents’ minds. The ability to walk safely 

while social distancing, and on icy local roads without 

sidewalks can be a challenge.  

Morgan Jones, Director Operations, Community & 

Fire Services Commission, City of Markham, has 

kindly agreed to revisit the subject with us once again, 

and will be our keynote speaker on February 1st. The 

City’s snow clearing operations are managed under 

constraints driven by approved budgets, contracts, 

equipment and staff. These were established after a 

satisfaction survey of residents showed an 80% 

satisfaction rate with service levels. Director Jones 

will be covering what could potentially be improved, 

and the process required to implement change. From 

our own experience change occurs when residents 

get involved, this then helps establish a political will 

to change depending on the extent to which 

operating budgets, hence taxes, are affected. 

Markham Centre Secondary Plan 

Update 

The City of Markham continues to advance the 

updated Secondary Plan for Markham Centre, albeit 

somewhat behind schedule. Good news however, is 

that the consultant, Gladki and Associates, is 

scheduled to present the Preferred Options at the for  

February 8 scheduled Development Services 

Committee meeting. If you are interested, be sure to 

log in and watch the presentation – it is available to 

all the public. As the meeting date approaches, use 

the following link and then click on the February 8 DSC 

meeting when made available. 

www.markham.ca/wps/portal/home/about/city-hall 

Since our last brief in the December newsletter, the 

City has undertaken Stakeholder meetings, via the 

Unionville Sub-Committee. The first two were with 

Developers and landowners. The third meeting was 

with critical agencies including the Toronto Region 

Conservation Authority (TRCA), the City and Regional 

transportation agencies, and the Province (Metrolinx 

(GO Transit), and the Ministries of Transportation 

(MTO) and Municipal Affairs and Housing). Public 

access to these meetings was limited but the URA 

were invited as stakeholders and allowed to question 

and comment. 

The meetings with area Developers and landowners 

were quite enlightening. Most of those invited 

participated and shared their plans or long-term 

aspirations. Some of the presentations dealt with 

current applications and upcoming applications. 

Other presentations dealt with longer term plans. The 

striking theme was that the proposed densities are 

very high and the scale/ height of proposed buildings 

is extreme (rising to 55 stories in some cases). 

Generally, this aspect was disappointing, but there 

were two notable exceptions. The presentation by 

the Rockport Group was on their proposed York 

University student housing proposal – which is a 

needed facility and is considerate of the area. 

Remington did not provide an outline of their long-

term plans but noted that they intend to reflect 

further and were highly supportive of the notion of a 

mix of housing and land use to create the community 

that they have invested considerable time and effort 

to achieve.  

The following graphic provides a window on the 

status of lands. Blue and magenta parcels are  
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Markham Centre 

approved or pending applications. White areas are 

future. There is a considerable amount of 

redevelopment planned for existing areas (Beige). 

In our previous newsletter we outlined the concerns 

with the possible densities – both from the size and 

scale of the developments and from the aspects of an 

extreme shortage of parkland, and impacts on 

transportation and community services. We hope 

that as the Secondary Plan emerges the City 

addresses the URA commentary to date including 

establishing an appropriate density for the Markham 

Centre plan. 

Another concern that arose during the process was 

that the City Planning Department chose to exclude 

the consultant team from the stakeholder meetings. 

It was duly pointed out by Deputy Mayor Hamilton 

that may lead to the consultant working in a silo and 

churning out a plan that is unreflective of the 

stakeholder issues. The Planning Department felt it 

preferable to filter the information to the consultants 

rather than allow them raw access. We will see if the 

approach by the Planning department works –  

Click here for online interactive map 

URA would have preferred that the consultant team 

should have at least had an observer. 

The stakeholder meeting with the agencies provided 

some insight into the area issues. The City presented 

the conceptual plan for the road network (most 

notably the crossing of the Rouge valley with the 

extension of Sciberras Road) and some ideas on 

adjustments to watercourse works (a partial 

enclosure of the manmade naturalized channel – 

Tributary 4 and the relocation of tributary 5). The 

TRCA presented their perspective on the issues and 

noted that the TRCA had long standing “concerns” 

with the concepts, especially the extension of 

Sciberras Road going back decades. They did however 

commit to finding a solution that is a” good balance” 

between City and environmental concerns. The City 

plans a further meeting(s) with the TRCA – hopelessly 

optimistic that the issues can be resolved in a couple 

of meetings. 

As for the transportation matters, the City and 

Regional agencies deferred input in the meeting, 

although they apparently are liaising with the City 

through the process. The MTO had an observer but 
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did not participate in the meeting - a disappointment. 

The MTO has a long-standing plan to construct a 

significant transfer hub at the Unionville Go station 

for their 407 Transitway – a high speed bus service on 

the 407. The City apparently has received little 

cooperation by MTO. The MTO proposal seriously 

impacts the station and the adjacent land use and 

must be resolved.  

Metrolinx provided their plans for the upgrades to the 

GO station. There is a further meeting between the 

City and Metrolinx to iron out conflicting issues. In 

that respect, Metrolinx is communicating, 

cooperating and acting professionally – although they 

may hold firm on some aspects that are disturbing to 

the City plan – for instance the location of the layover 

facility for Go trains – north of Enterprise Blvd.  

In all, the wide divergence between the TRCA and the 

City, and also on transportation issues related to the 

coordination of the Unionville Station Mobility Hub 

appear to be significant impediments to establishing 

a workable plan; at least, as the situation sits now. 

The City will have to resolve these to move forward – 

which will take time. Yet, the Planning Consultant will 

be presenting Options on February 8. It is becoming 

apparent that the timeline for the completion of the 

secondary plan will likely stretch out well past the 

original schedule. 

Stay tuned. URA will provide a synopsis after the DSC 

presentation. Again, you are able to view the 

presentation through the provided link.  

 

Restrictions on Conservation 

Authorities Implemented 

Despite literally tens of thousands of emails, letters 

and phone calls, including one from URA, and the 

resignation of 7 members of the Greenbelt Council 

including David Crombie, the provincial government 

passed Schedule 6 of Bill 229 in mid-December. As 

discussed in our December, 2020 newsletter, this 

Schedule substantially removes or hinders the role of 

CAs in review of new developments. In fact, the final 

Bill imposed even greater restrictions on the CAs than 

originally proposed, in that the final language 

stipulates that CAs must now issue permits for lands 

associated with a Ministerial Zoning Order. 

The province has now put together an advisory 

working group drawn from CAs, municipalities and 

the development industry to advise on the dozen 

regulations that will determine how the new 

legislation is applied. The proposed regulations 

should be posted by the end of January. 
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Metrolinx News - Service 

Changes, Accessibility 

Consultation, two Notices of 

Completion 

Metrolinx has advised that, effective January 23, it 

will temporarily replace train service during weekday 

evenings and weekends with buses on the Stouffville 

and other lines, to make better use of resources while 

demand is low. Also, as a reminder, GO buses have a 

new Toronto home. The new Union Station Bus 

Terminal opened in December and offers a more 

comfortable and convenient experience.  Check 

gotransit.com for updated schedules. 

This change is good news to many Unionville 

residents, who were disturbed by the huge trains 

rumbling through the community during off-peak 

hours carrying only a handful of passengers.  

In other news, Metrolinx has launched its annual 

accessibility consultation. Participants will learn 

about recent accessibility-related work across its 

system, provide comments about accessibility related 

work and priorities and interact virtually with staff.  

To participate in the virtual consultation, please visit: 

https://www.metrolinxengage.com/en/engagement

-initiatives/annual-accessibility-public-consultation 

Finally, Metrolinx has issued two “Notices of 

Completion of Environmental Project Report”. The 

first report relates to new track and facilities. For 

Unionville, this discusses new train platforms at 

Unionville Station and a small new rail layover facility 

just north of Enterprise Blvd. The City of Markham has 

officially expressed its concern about the proposed 

location of the layover facility, as it is in the middle of 

Markham Centre.  The second report discusses grade 

separations on the Stouffville Rail Corridor. Seven 

road-rail grade separations are proposed, including 

two in the Milliken area of Markham – Denison St. and 

Kennedy Rd.  Both reports are available for public 

review until late January on 

www.metrolinxengage.com.  

 


