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A Happy New Year !!! 

We hope to see you all at our first meeting of 2019. 
 

Date:      January 21st 2019 (Monday) 

Time :      7:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

Venue:     Pan Am Centre 

Address:  16 Main Street Unionville 

Topics:      

 Markham Budget 2019 with guest speaker 
Amanda Collucci (budget chair) 

 Update on current issues 
 

Markham City Website Renewed 

The City of Markham website is fully renewed and at least 

looks better now. Let us know what you think! 

www.markham.ca 

Please also have a look at the new open data Markham 

website. 

http://data-markham.opendata.arcgis.com/ 
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Colder Temperatures To Come 

After a mild start of the winter, Environment Canada 

is expecting colder than normal temperatures for 

January and February.  

Have you prepared your family in case of another ice 

storm like 2013 Christmas?  We shall have an 

emergency plan with emergency kits for 3 days 

support.  

 Essentials: food for 3 days, can opener, water (12 

liter per person), medication, flashlight, radio 

(crank or battery), extra batteries, first aid kits, 

hand sanitizer, ID & contact list, copy of 

prescription, extra car keys & cash, whistle  

 Special Consideration: medical supplies and 

equipment (canes, walker, hearing aid, breathing 

device0, prescription eyewear or footwear, 

dentures & supplies, pet foods & supplies, 

clothing & shoes, sleeping bag, blanket, soap, 

toothpaste and other toiletries  

 
 

Markham Emergency Inquiry:   905-477-5530 (day time) , 

905-477-7000 (after-hours)   

Alectra Utilities outage number:  1-877-777-3810  

Markham Stouffville Hospital (emergency): 905-472-7111  

Markham Fire & Emergency Services: 905-415-7521 

(8:30am – 4:30pm Mon thru Fri) 905-477-2011 (after-

hours, weekends, holidays)  

York Region Public Emergency Medical Service:  1-800-
361-5653 

Markham has surpassed 

Vaughan in Break & Enter 

Last December, we had 4 incidents of Break & Enter 

in the Gainsville Krieghoff neighborhood and 4 in 

Carlton Manhattan.  This year, Unionville is seeing a 

similar peak trend as the holidays arrive.  In the last 4 

weeks, there were 5 B & E in Carlton Manhattan, 2 in 

South Unionville and 8 more around Unionville.  You 

might have read Economist & Sun’s article headlined 

“Has Unionville become Break & Enter ville?”.  I might 

not go as far but I want to encourage you to follow 

“home safe” policies to protect your property & 

family during the peak B & E season.  

Markham, Vaughan and Richmond Hill, combined, 

had 2,120 property break-ins in 2017 with 714 in 

Markham, 515 in Vaughan and 422 in Richmond 

Hill.  Historically, Markham experienced between 500 

and 600 cases of break-ins annually. This was 

surpassed in 2017, reaching 714 incidents, which 

exceeded Vaughan's previous peak in 2015. Below are 

B & E statistics for the last 5 years.  

 

Per conversation with YRP, it was highlighted that 

Asians are targeted due to their tenancy to have 

luxury items and cash at home, yielding a better 

return for theft. There are about 200,000 incidents of 

crime annually and B&E accounts for 1% of these 

incidents. Police can only respond to reported 

incidents.  The best option is to review home safety 

periodically to gradually add more safety features to 

the property, creating a safe home for family.  We 

then keep our fingers crossed.  

 

mailto:info@unionvilleresidents.ca
http://unionvilleresidents.ca/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjzm46iiLffAhWo3YMKHTrLCDIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.bttoronto.ca/2017/05/09/what-you-need-in-your-emergency-preparedness-kit/&psig=AOvVaw0puBsVuHnR6dPaMdWNIG15&ust=1545692703818710


JANUARY 2019 

 

Contact Information mailto:info@unionvilleresidents.ca   http://unionvilleresidents.ca/ 

PAGE 3 

 

Christmas has been the shopping season for decades. 

Retail manufacturers often offer deep discounts to 

make annual revenue and at the time to push product 

and new features for the New Year. Recently, the 

sales have extended to American Thanksgiving called 

Black Friday Sales.  According to thebalance.com, the 

Black Friday sales in 2018 grossed in $717.5B with an 

average spending of $1,007 per shopper.    

 

As sensor smart technology matures, the home 

security industry has flooded the market with smart 

home security products from security sensor, camera, 

light bulb, doorbell, floodlight, thermostat, smoke & 

carbon monoxide detector, oven monitor.    

Smart device often uses WIFI or Bluetooth 

connectivity to provide smartphone or iPad 

management & alert control. Many products also 

work with Google Home or Amazon Echo/Alexa or 

Artificial Intelligent with interactive usability. We 

have entered the Smart Home Security Generation.  

When evaluating smart home security need, use the 

common 3 steps B & E to consider what to buy   

(1) Ring the doorbell or call home phone  

(2) If it appears that nobody is home, 80% of B&E will 

be through the backyard patio door 

(3) Theft will rush master bedroom to look for cash, 

jewelry or brand name items to sell online  

 

Unionville Home Society – 

Construction Starts Soon  

We last reported on the Unionville Home Society 

redevelopment in our February, 2018 newsletter, 

indicating that Official Plan and Zoning Bylaw 

Amendments had been approved and that 

construction on the first portion – a 260 unit 12-story 

affordable rental tower – was expected to start 

soon.  However, no visible work occurred during 

Spring, Summer or Fall.  In December, the proponents 

convened a Community Liaison Committee meeting 

for an update.  

The redevelopment has been divided into three 

phases, two of which are expected to start in January or 

February: 

 Phase 1 - Highway 7 driveway alterations and 

new staff parking lot.  Work will start in early 

2019.  Few details were available on this project, 

but all access points to Unionvilla will be 

maintained at all times. 

 The tower.  This project will take 32-36 months 

and use up to 50 workers. The residence towers 

will be built on a large two story parking garage 

that will occupy most of property that is owned 

by the Region. Even though the towers are a 

reasonable distance from property lines, the 

garage-portion will be close to property 

boundaries. Although the detailed construction 

management plan is not yet available, we 

learned that the truck exit will be via Anna 

Russell Way and Eureka Street.  Drilled caissons 

will be used for the underground walls, meaning 

less noise and vibration than from pile driving. 

City bylaws for noise, dust, hours of work, street 

cleanliness, etc will be followed.  

 Phase 3 – The Minto townhouses located where 

the “cottages” are today.  This work will not start 

mailto:info@unionvilleresidents.ca
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until the tower is completed.  No new 

information beyond what has previously been 

reported is available.   

We were also provided preliminary details for the 

Senior’s Hub (York Region’s first) slated for the 

ground floor of the tower.   More details on the 

construction plan and Senior’s Hub will be presented 

at a second Community Liaison Committee meeting 

in late January.  

 

 

Building features 

 On-site underground, weather-protected 
parking  

 Short-term surface visitor parking 
 Community centre and seniors hub with 

programming and services 
 Indoor and outdoor amenity and common spaces 

for residents 
 Outdoor garden and pedestrian walkway 
 Green/energy efficient building systems 

 

Bill 66 - restoring Ontario's 

competitiveness 

Ontario government announced Bill 66 "restore 

Ontario’s Competitiveness" on December 6th by the 

Ministry of Economic Development, Job Creation & 

Trade.  Bill 66 is an omnibill of the government in an 

attempt to bringing forward a series of red tape 

reduction packages in order to reduce costly 

requirements on Ontario businesses and to improve 

Ontario’s competitiveness.  

The proposed Restoring Ontario’s Competitiveness 

Act, 2018 is the second package for Ontario Open 

Business Plan after Bill 47 on minimum wage that 

helps the government reducing its red tape in 12 

different areas.  The key areas from URA’s perspective 

are:  

 Increase home-based child care providers from 2 

to 3 children and lower the age of children from 6 

to 4 for that authorized recreation programs  

 Repeal the authority of the Ontario Energy Board 

to set rates for Unit Sub Metering Providers 

(USMPs)  allowing landlord, property 

management firm, condominium association, 

homeowners association, or other multi-tenant 

property to bill tenants for individual measured 

utility usage  

 Stop the Ontario toxic reduction program in 2019 

which requires industry to report annually on use 

and option to reduce toxic,  Instead Ontario will 

rely on Federal Chemical Management Plan when 

ready in 2020 

 Modernize and streamline administrative 

requirements for the operators of long-term care 

homes to limit the unintended administrative 

burden care staff experience daily 

 Amend the 2000 Employment Standards Act' to 

reduce regulatory burden on businesses, 

mailto:info@unionvilleresidents.ca
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including no longer requiring them to obtain 

approval for excess hours of work and overtime 

averaging.  

 Remove planning barriers to expedite major 

business investments by allowing Municipalities 

to apply to the Minister of Municipal Affairs to be 

exempt from a list of laws, including the Great 

Lakes Protection Act, the Clean Water Act and the 

Greenbelt Act. 

 Amend the Private Career Colleges Act, 2005 to 

reduce administrative burdens of 580 private 

career college such as annual re-registration 

 

The goal of reducing red tape for business 

competitiveness is justifiable but bypassing 

environmental conservation regulation in the 

expense of major development need balance act.  

Certainly the most vocal public concerns to date have 

been about the removal of protections provided 

under the Greenbelt and Clean Water Acts.  The bill is 

opened for 45 days public consultation and 

submission has to be made on newly established 

environmental register by January 2019. 

https://ero.ontario.ca/ 
 
 

 

Times Group LPAT appeal pre-

hearing on January 15 

In July 2018, Times Group Corp submitted an appeal 

to the Ontario Local Planning Appeals Tribunal (LPAT) 

for its property on the south side of Highway 7 East of 

Warden, “Uptown Markham”, due to Markham’s 

failure to make a decision within 150 days on its 2016 

complete application for this property.  

URA has a long history with this developer and this 

property, going back to 2009.  In 2009, Times Group 

appealed to the OMB citing Markham’s failure to 

make a decision on their application of 4800 

residential units plus some office/retail.  The URA was 

a party at this hearing, with concerns on density, 

traffic, amenities, neighbourhood character and lack 

of a comprehensive secondary plan for Markham 

Centre.  Ultimately, Times Group and Markham, with 

URA input, settled for 4,500 residential units. URA 

supported this settlement.  

 

In Spring, 2016, Times submitted a new complete 

application to boost unit count from 4500 to 6100 

units, including a density transfer of 350 units from 

the north side of Highway 7 to the south side (which 

URA supported).  The application has towers as high 

as 45 stories.   Since 2016, there have been a total of 

6 staff reports prepared, citing issues such as lack of a 

Secondary Plan, parkland, school locations, traffic, 

amount of retail, Section 37 funds, and the need to 

get a variance from Transport Canada for any tower 

beyond 16-18 stories.  Times has secured full or 

partial approval for two blocks:  (a) Riverside Condo 

mailto:info@unionvilleresidents.ca
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received all City approvals, and the required 

Transport Canada variance, and the building is now 

complete at 27 stories (b) Block 3 has received staff 

endorsement, but the height variance is not yet 

approved.  The remaining blocks in the development 

are not approved.  

URA has made 4 deputations or communications on 

the Times application.  We have consistently opposed 

giving any approvals to Times beyond the existing 

OMB settlement until a comprehensive secondary 

plan for Markham Centre has been developed.  Other 

concerns are parkland, amount of office (should be 

higher if residential is higher) and traffic.   

URA will seek party status at the upcoming LPAT 

appeal to ensure our concerns will be addressed. 

 

 

For over 40 years, the Unionville Residents 

Association (URA) has been led by fellow neighbours 

dedicated to improving our community through 

public education, engagement, and representation. 

The URA holds monthly meetings and we encourage 

you, your family, and friends to join us. Learn about 

what is happening in Unionville, get to know your 

neighbours, and become involved.  

Stay part of the conversation and renew your 

membership with us! Membership provides you the 

opportunity to vote on topics at meetings and to be 

eligible to participate on the URA Board and 

committees.  

For more information on how to become a new 

member or to renew your membership, please visit 

our website at unionvilleresidents.ca or contact 

treasurer@unionvilleresidents.ca.  

Together, our voice is stronger! 
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