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February URA Meeting  

We hope to see you all at our February meeting. 
 

Date:      February 7th 2019 (Thursday) 

Time :      7:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

Venue:     Pan Am Centre 

Address:  16 Main Street Unionville 

Topics:      

 Meet the Markham Unionville MPP Billy Pang 

 Update on current issues 
 

 

 

Meet the Markham Unionville 

MPP Billy Pang on Provincial 

Matter 

We are planning to discuss: 

 Regional government review 

 Golden Horseshoe Plan amendment 

 Increasing housing supply public consultation 

 End of hallway medicine 

 Education funding streamline 

 Made-in-Ontario Environment Plan 

 Ontario Budget 2019 
 

Billy Pang is a Canadian politician, who was elected to the 

Legislative Assembly of Ontario in the 2018 provincial 

election. He represents the riding of Markham—

Unionville as a member of the Progressive Conservative 

Party of Ontario. In 2014, Pang was elected as a Trustee 

for the York Region District School Board. 
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Survey: 2019 Ontario Budget 

The Ontario government is looking for input for the 2019 

Ontario Budget. 

You can enter your ideas here:  

https://www.ontario.ca/form/2019-ontario-budget-

listening-to-the-people-survey 

 

Times Group LPAT Update  

As discussed in last month’s newsletter, Times Group 

Corp has appealed to the LPAT on Markham’s failure 

to make a decision on an application for an extra 1600 

residential units for its “Uptown Markham” 

development.  URA has consistently opposed this 

application for the reasons cited in the January 

newsletter.   The LPAT prehearing conference was 

held on January 15, and URA was granted Party 

status.   Over the next few months, we will be meeting 

with City staff and Times to gather information in 

order to develop a solid position for the hearing.   The 

next hearing date is June 27. 

 

Enforcement of Markham’s By-

laws 

One of the initiatives the Board members decided to 

focus on in 2019 was the enforcement of Markham’s 

By-laws. To that end a meeting was recently held with 

the new Deputy City Clerk, Mr. Michael Killingsworth, 

who is responsible for By-law Enforcement, Licensing 

and Regulatory Services within the City, to address 

some URA concerns. Also in attendance was Mr. Todd 

Wilkinson, Supervisor of Property Standards By-laws 

and three members of the URA Board. 

Mr. Killingsworth took up this position only about six 

months ago, but explained he is working to ensure 

the most efficient operation possible with the staff 

(currently 48) and budget available at this time. If the 

available data and analysis supports the case, he may 

ask for additional re-sources in the future. He is 

planning to present a report to Council, possibly by 

the end of March, outlining his vision and plan for the 

best operation of his department. It was noted that 

there can be up to 12,000 reported infractions per 

year which are handled by his staff, so an improved 

case management system is under review.  

Mr. Killingsworth and Mr. Wilkinson explained the 

process by which the “Keep Markham Beautiful” By-

law is enforced, up to and including laying charges 

and fines for non-compliance. They stressed that 

there is insufficient staff to go looking for issues, so 

they rely on neighbours and residents to call the 

Contact Centre (905-477-5530 or 

customerservice@markham.com) to re-port 

suspected infractions. The calls are then sent to the 

appropriate department to action, which normally 

starts with a By-law Officer visiting the site to view 

and confirm the problem. Further enforcement 

action is only required if the occupant is non-

compliant with the Officer’s re-quest to resolve the 

issue voluntarily.  

 

A number of other local By-law issues were also 

discussed which cause irritation to residents, such as 

in no particular order; illegal advertising signs, illegal 

parking in front of schools, rotting garden waste bags, 

illegal secondary suites, rooming houses and short 
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term accommodations, illegal tree removal, empty or 

rented house maintenance and several construction 

issues.   

We were pleased to find out that Mr. Killingsworth 

was aware of all of these concerns, had already taken 

action on some of them and had a plan to better 

address all of them in the future. He was open and 

engaged with the discussions of our concerns and we 

anticipate a positive and supportive relationship in 

the future with the By-laws Enforcement department. 

We will review his upcoming report with interest and 

will likely have follow-up meetings or deputations on 

By-law infraction issues. 

 

Buttonville Air Control Tower 

Closed 

Nav Canada has officially changed the Buttonville 

Airport Control Tower on January 3rd, 2019 from class 

D control zone CZ (with air control tower) to Class E 

airspace (no air control tower) using Mandatory 

Frequency MF of current tower VHF frequency 124.8 

mhz. 

The 24 hours aviation weather observation report will 

no longer be available as stated before and will be 

replaced by an hourly updated LWIS limited weather 

information system. 

Instruction Flying Rule IFR will continue to be issued 

by Toronto area control tower.  The bottom line as 

described by General Manager of Buttonville Airport 

Operation Robert Seaman is like a hockey game 

without a referee.  Without air control service and 

aviation weather info, Buttonville airport operation 

has increased additional staff just to listen to the 

radio messages by Toronto and London air control in 

order to ensure safety of flight operation. 

NAV Canada has not ruled out the return to service.  

The 2018 traffic was determined to be 40,000 and the 

threshold to return to service is 60,000.  Buttonville 

Airport does not agree with the calculation as NAV 

Canada did not included aircraft flying thru 

Buttonville managed air space.  Buttonville Airport 

will continue to work with NAV Canada to seek the 

return of Air Control Service. 
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For over 40 years, the Unionville Residents 

Association (URA) has been led by fellow neighbours 

dedicated to improving our community through 

public education, engagement, and representation. 

The URA holds monthly meetings and we encourage 

you, your family, and friends to join us. Learn about 

what is happening in Unionville, get to know your 

neighbours, and become involved.  

Stay part of the conversation and renew your 

membership with us! Membership provides you the 

opportunity to vote on topics at meetings and to be 

eligible to participate on the URA Board and 

committees.  

For more information on how to become a new 

member or to renew your membership, please visit 

our website at unionvilleresidents.ca or contact 

treasurer@unionvilleresidents.ca.  

Together, our voice is stronger! 
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