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October URA Meeting

We hope to see you all online at our October member’s
meeting.

Date: October 5™ 2020 (Monday)
Time: 7:00 PM-9:00 PM

Venue: Online Zoom meeting
Address: Wherever you are comfortable
Topics:

York University Student Housing
- Speaker: Kathryn Randle, Director of Development &
Planning, Rockport

Councillor Update

Markham Centre Secondary Plan

Reader Engagement

Please let us know how you feel about this year's
changes to Main Street Unionville.

Thank to you to those who provided comments related to
Main Street Unionville. These concerned the complexity and
ugliness of the overlapping signs and obstacles at the north
end of the street. This seems to have been somewhat
ameliorated. The other related to safety for cyclists, this topic
is still under discussion.
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Do you live in the Unionville
floodplain?

The Toronto Region Conservation Authority (TRCA)
has recently updated the floodplain mapping for the
Unionville Area. In some places the floodplain has
been reduced, but not so around the Highway 7 and
Main Street to Kennedy area. The floodplain has
increased to include homes and properties on East
Drive, Highway #7, Pavillion Street, Denby Court and
Second Street North.

On Thursday September 17, the TRCA and the City
held a Virtual Public Meeting to explain the changes
to the floodplain and to outline the process for
amending the Special Policy Area for Unionville. If you
have a property within the existing floodplain and/or
expanded floodplain you are restricted in undertaking
any modifications to your property. To make any
changes to your home or site structure, you must
apply for a permit to the TRCA. The changes cannot
affect the floodplain characteristics.

If you have a residential home, essentially you can
only replace the building or any portion of the
building in kind. If you have an undeveloped lot or
your property has some redevelopment potential,
then the Special Policy Area Zoning will allow some
leeway on what can be built. The City is amending the
Special Policy Area to address the changes to the
floodplain. Any property owner within the Flood Zone
should understand the risks and monitor the City
Policy process.

Please see the YourVoiceMarkham website and review
the material in the Unionville Special Policy Area
Boundary Update. Be sure to download the “Community
Information Meeting Presentation” document. The link
is provided here:

Your Voice Markham - Unionville Special Policy Area

If you are within the Flood Plain, you should have
received a written notification from the City about
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the Virtual Meeting. We recommend you review the
material set out in the Presentation document.
Should you have any questions there are contacts at
the City and TRCA provided in the document.

The defined floodplain is for the regional storm. The
1:100 year storm, as shown in the document, does
not appear to be an issue. The regional storm is
generally considered to be equivalent to a 1:350 year
storm event.

The TRCA has prepared a very helpful educational
webpage for those people living within the Unionville
Flood Plain. Please see below:

Flood risk area Unionville

The URA supports the Special Policy Area initiative. It
is an update to the previous Policy which now
requires revision due to the changes to the floodplain.
Once in place it will allow greater flexibility for some
properties within the floodplain. The timeline for the
process is set out in the Community Information
document.

s100DS HAPPEN #r—

Three types of messages:

Water Safety: High flows, unsafe Flood Outlook: Early notice of the
banks, melting ice or other factors that  potential for flooding based on weather
could be dangerous for recreation. forecasts calling for conditions that
Flooding is not expected. could lead to high runoff, cause ice
jams, lakeshore flooding or erosion.

Flooding is possible in specific watercourses or municipalities. Municipalities,
emergency services and individual landowners in flood-prone areas should prepare.

3. FLOOD WARNING

Flooding is imminent or already occurring in specific watercourses
or municipalities.

Find out more visit Toronto and Region
www.trca.ca/flood <« Conservation
@TRCA_Flood Authority

http://unionvilleresidents.ca/
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Bill 197 Covid-19 Economic
Recovery Act

On July 21st, 2020, the Ontario Government received
royal assent for Bill 197, the "COVID-19 Economic
Recovery Act", which is aimed at giving municipalities
and communities the tools to enable economic
recovery. As a result most of the changes relating to
Development Charges and Park Dedication in Bill 108
have been rolled back.

Park dedication with alternative rates of up to one
hectare for 300 housing units for land, or up to one
hectare for 500 housing units for cash in lieu of land,
will continue to be permitted. Use of Development
Charges will only be permitted for the following:

e Hard services (sewer, water, storm water, roads,
electricity).

e Police, fire and ambulance services.

e Public Health, Long-term care.

e Transit, Waste diversion.

e Libraries, including circulation materials, parks
and recreation (but not land acquisition costs).

e New services including housing, childcare, bylaw
enforcement, court services, emergency
preparedness.

The Community Benefit Charge will be used to pay for
Community Centres, Shelters, Civic Improvement,
Development Related Study and  General

Administrative Costs.

Bill 197 also aims at getting infrastructure and
development projects up and running faster via:

e Changes to the EA (Environmental Assessment
Act) such that:
o EAs will only be required for projects with a
high environmental impact, to allow
infrastructure projects to deliver faster.
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o For projects such as landfills, incinerators,
hazardous waste facilities, electricity
projects, sewage works, roads and highways,
an EA will no longer be mandatory.

o Low risk routine sewage projects can be
approved in bulk.

e Changes to the Transit Oriented Community Act
allowing the Province to designate land as a
transit-oriented community, without public
consultation.

e Planning Act section 47, Ministerial zoning order,
will be changed to include site plan and
inclusionary zoning.

e Municipal Affairs and Housing Act changes to
establish the Provincial Land and Development
Facilitator. This office will be responsible for
advising the Minister on land use and other
matters.

e Invest Ontario changes to secure business and
capital investment that will create jobs and
economic activity.

Bill 197 is also aimed at allowing government to
operate more effectively by permitting:

e Provincial or municipal meetings to be conducted
virtually for non-emergency purposes.

e Council members to vote by proxy.

e Marriage licenses to have an extended validity
period.

e The electronic transmission of documents for
court filings & proceedings, and reducing
reporting requirements.

The URA will continue to monitor the new EA
process to stay on guard with the environmental
impacts of development projects. Stay tuned!

http://unionvilleresidents.ca/
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Villages and Valley Loop

Keen-eyed residents may have noticed new signage in
our area. With the help of the Cycling and Pedestrian
Advisory Committee, Markham has created 5 urban
loops for walking and cycling. The first of these is the
12 km Villages and Valley Loop, linking Unionville
Main St. with Markham Main St. See picture for the
distinctive signage. The northern arm uses Carleton
Road and Raymerville Ave, while the southern arm
uses the Rouge Valley Trail. For more information,
consult markham.ca/getactive.

York Downs

A new site plan application was recently submitted
for a part of the East sub division, comprising just over
100 townhomes to be built close to Kennedy Road,
north of the Yorkton development, west of St. Phillips
on the Hill. As a reminder, the settlement agreement
for York Downs included phased development that

can only proceed as certain intersection
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improvements are planned for and constructed.
Specifically “Prior to the release for registration of the
first phase of development in Stage A, being a
maximum phase size of 559 units, regardless of
whether the phase is located within this draft plan or
the adjacent draft plan 19T-16M11, the following
improvements to the area surrounding the
intersection of 16th Avenue and Kennedy Road shall
have been designed and financially secured by the
Owner, and construction shall have commenced, all to
the satisfaction of the City’s Director of Engineering
and the Region of York.”

The planning and design work for these
improvements is underway but a construction
schedule is not yet available.

16th Avenue & Other Road
Widenings

In our meeting with the York Region 16th Ave. EA
(Environmental Assessment) team on September
15th we learned that EAs, notwithstanding the
changes announced in Bill 197 (Ontario Covid-19
Economic Recovery Act), will in fact continue pretty
much the same as at present, including for example
Kennedy Rd (expected filing late October) and
McCowan Rd (expected filing next few weeks). The
Part Il Order Request however will no longer be a part
of the process unless there are aboriginal treaty rights
involved.

This means that the EA process for 16th Avenue is
essentially over, and the project team are now in
implementation phase as per the approved Region’s
10 year capital plan.

Given that, we will turn our focus to two other
avenues in order to influence change:

http://unionvilleresidents.ca/
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e One, isthe new TMP (Transportation Master Plan)
which was just kicked off at the Region and where
we are already engaged with the Director of
Transportation and Infrastructure Planning, and
we have submitted several scenarios to be
modeled as part of that process. The TMP process
produces the data that is used for roads planning.

e The other is the political process leading up to the
annual approval of the ten year capital plan. We
believe there is an opportunity to take advantage
of the intersection improvements that will in any
case take place as part of the York Downs
development, and a need to find overall savings
due to Covid related costs. If modifying
intersections provides adequate short term relief,
and this is monitored as population estimates and
traffic patterns change due to Covid related
societal changes such as work from home etc.,
any perceived need for widening (and associated

costs) could be significantly delayed or even
eliminated.
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