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Eerily quiet on residential streets during Halloween 

November AGM  

We hope to see you all online at our November 

Annual General Meeting. 
 

Date:   November 2nd 2020 (Monday) 

Time :   7:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

Venue:     Online Zoom meeting 

Address:  Wherever you are comfortable 

Event:       Open topic meeting 

A separate email with an invite to the meeting has been 

sent out already. 

 

Feedback: URA’s Website 

If you have been wondering if we are now a Chinese 
language gambling operation, that’s because our old 
web site name, when we operated as Unionville 
Ratepayers Association, was taken over by others 
after we changed our operating name to Unionville 
Residents Association. Please remove any bookmarks 
that refer to the old site. The correct site link is  

www.unionvilleresidents.ca 

Fixing that problem caused us to have another look at 
our correct site and wonder if it is meeting your needs 
as members. There are some things we have to do in 
the background to make it easier to maintain but in 
the meantime would really appreciate your feedback 
on the site. Please email 

feedback@unionvilleresidents.ca 

http://www.unionvilleresidents.ca/
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with any comments you may have about for example, 
ease of use and navigation, appropriate/interesting 
content, ease of membership application/payment, 
value of historical documents such as old newsletters, 
and also any suggestions about how to make the site 
more useful and interesting to you, are all welcome. 
Thank you. 

Markham Centre Secondary Plan 

Update 

The City of Markham is currently in the process of 

updating the Markham Centre Secondary Plan. Once 

the updated plan is approved by Council it becomes 

the new blueprint for land development within this 

designated area. The approved plan is expected to be 

in place by the end of 2021. Many of you are aware of 

the initiative. However, for those who are not the 

familiar with it, the area generally spans from 

Kennedy Road west to Woodbine Ave. and from 

Highway 7 south to Highway 407. The precise 

boundaries are as depicted below: 

 

Residents are encouraged to engage through public 

Virtual meetings and through input to the website. 

URA has been actively monitoring the process and 

providing input and commentary. For those who have 

not been involved as yet, the link to the website to 

see what has transpired to date, and to allow your 

commentary is: 

https://yourvoicemarkham.ca/YourMarkhamCentre 

To date there have been three Virtual Meetings, a 

workshop and a Stakeholder meeting with 

developers, landowners, the City and the URA. The 

stakeholder meeting, by invitation, will be re-engaged 

for a further meeting to include the TRCA and 

transportation agencies such as Metrolinx and York 

Transit amongst others. The stakeholder meetings 

are quite valuable in that they provide interaction to 

establish the intentions of the participants. The 

invitation of the URA allows for a window on this 

process. 

A prerequisite to a new secondary plan is the 

resolution of the 407 Transitway. The current 

approved alignment for the 407 Transitway reaches 

deep into Markham Centre and sterilizes a lot of land 

from productive use. Markham has been asking for 

years that the alignment be moved further south, but 

the Ministry of Transportation refuses to discuss any 

changes. One action arising from the DSC review on 

Monday October 7th is a renewed push by Markham 

to the Province to get a resolution 

The lead consultant and planner for the Secondary 

Plan Update is Gladki and Associates. They provided 

their progress report to the Development Services 

committee on Monday October 26. To get a really 

good understanding of what has been done to date, 

and the proposed actions to complete the exercise, 

please read the report. See pages 85 to 177 of the DSC 

agenda – see the link below:  

https://pub-

markham.escribemeetings.com/FileStream.ashx?Do

cumentId=32909 

The Guiding Principles of the Plan Update are set out 

on page 160. They were established from the 

interactions through the engagement sessions. 

Although all the Principles are important, they have 

been ranked based on input from the participants. 

The URA are especially concerned about the targeted 

density and the building form type. 

mailto:info@unionvilleresidents.ca
http://unionvilleresidents.ca/
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URA has questioned the target population and 

employment figures for the Area. The target numbers 

we have been advised are 200 persons per hectare 

(ha.) for population and 200 jobs per ha. for 

employment. The area is on a net development basis 

deducting green space, valley lands and park. The 

gross area of the current area under consideration is 

427 ha.; which is much larger than the current plan. 

Assuming a 60% net developability then the net area 

would be 256 ha. The overall population and 

employment would be 51,240 persons and jobs 

respectively. We do not have a figure as yet from the 

consultant. The current plan is for 40,000 persons and 

jobs. 

So - what does a density of 200 persons per ha. mean? 

It is an overall average. The residential building type 

for the area is be a mix of high rise and midsize 

buildings interspersed with townhouse units. See 

section 7.6.1 of the Gladki report. It is not to be a 

collection of soaring high-rise development. 

Recognize that the developers have a different 

perspective on this key component and want to cram 

in as many units as possible. 

An example is the Kingdom-Markham Centre 

application better know as the Sheridan Nurseries 

site (5.96 ha). The application, on hold pending the 

completion of the secondary plan update, is for an 

increase in density from the current 508 units per ha 

to 825 units per ha. With a corresponding building 

height increase to 47 stories. This would increase the 

unit count from 1225 units to 1990 units (about a 

population of 3383 persons per ha (assuming 1.7 

persons per unit (ppu)) - well in excess of the target 

200 persons per ha). The target is an average for the 

entire development area so certain sites will have 

high densities and the others much lower to achieve 

the overall average. The city advises that the Official 

Plan allows a density of 2000 units per ha. for this 

designated land use of “Mixed Use – Regional 

Centre”. Allowing certain sites to proceed with 

extremely high density will push the overall average 

higher and blow away the average leading to 

extremely high population counts and crushing the 

capacity of available servicing, parks and community 

centres, roads and transit. This in a vitally important 

issue! There is a lot to be examined on these 

applications! 

In closing - get involved - if you haven’t already. 

Provide your feelings and input thorough the site 

access portals, through the URA and through your 

councillors. 

 

URA Directors Needed 

URA’s Annual General Meeting will be held on 

Monday, November 2, 2020. The URA is one of the 

most active and respected resident associations in 

Markham. We are seeking additional members to sit 

on our Board of Directors. Help guide an important 

organization working on important issues to improve 

our community. For further information, contact us at  

info@unionvilleresidents.ca. 

Together, our voice is stronger! 
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