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Our new president Mike Gannon (right) together with 

Peter Miasek in front of Markham City Civic Centre 

December Member’s Meeting  

We hope to see you all online at our December 

member’s meeting. 
 

Date:   December 7th 2020 (Monday) 

Time :   7:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

Venue:     Online Zoom meeting 

Topics:       

Sheridan Nurseries site development 

- Speaker: Kingdom Developments 

Councillor Updates 

Plus updates on 

-  Markham Centre Secondary Plan 

-  Revised garbage collection proposal 

-  City & URA responses to Bill 229   

(Conservation Act Changes) 

A separate email with an invite to the meeting will be 

send out shortly. 

 

New URA President 

Congratulations to Michael Gannon on becoming the 
new URA President.  
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URA Board Changes 

On November the 26th, as called for in the URA 
constitution, your Board of Directors met to elect 
Table Officers. President Alick Siu decided to step 
down after over 5 years of hard work in charge of the 
URA. The Board would like to sincerely thank Alick for 
his service to the Association. During his tenure, we 
improved our monthly newsletters and boosted our 
social media presence. We continued our strong 
focus on residential development applications, 
Unionville Main St revitalization, and transportation. 
We became much more active in the area of housing 
affordability, holding a housing forum in 2017 and 
submitting briefs to government. We also worked in 
new areas that may become larger focus areas in the 
future, such as crime prevention, property standards, 
bylaw enforcement, regional governance and waste 
handing. Under Alick's leadership, the URA continued 
to be well respected by all levels of government. We 
look forward to Alick's continued membership on the 
Board as Immediate Past President. 

The new Board is as follows: 

Michael Gannon  President 
Jóska Zérczi  Vice President 
Gene Genin  Secretary 
Donna Day  Treasurer 
Alick Siu  Immediate Past President 
Peter Miasek  Director at large 
Richard Tranquada  Director at large 
Bill Bryans  Director at large 
Roland Hosein  Director at large 
Mary Caporusso  Director at large 
Jeffrey Taylor  Director at large  

Just a reminder that our general email address is 
info@unionvilleresidents.ca 

 

Markham Centre Secondary Plan 

Update 

Continuing from our last newsletter, URA continues 

to monitor and advocate in the ongoing development 

of the updated Markham Centre Secondary Plan. The 

lead consultant, Gladki and Associates, is currently 

working on the next step – the preparation of three 

development options. The timeline calls for a report 

to the Development Services Committee (DSC) by 

year end. But all is quiet and we don’t know if that 

schedule will be met. 

Through the process, URA has provided comments 

and an outline of URA prime issues. Prominent in 

these matters is the issue of the target population for 

the Markham Secondary Plan area. The overall 

population is key to planning for all the hard and soft 

servicing required for the area - servicing such as 

roads, transit, parks, recreational facilities, libraries, 

schools, etc. The evidence seems to be that the 

population target is a runaway train. 

Ontario’s Growth Plan for the Greater Golden 

Horseshoe identifies Markham Centre as an Urban 

Growth Centre and assigns a minimum combined 

population and employment requirement at 200 

persons plus jobs per ha. The previous iteration of the 

Markham Centre Plan generally respected that target 

but development applications have been successful in 

establishing increased densities and driving the 

overall population higher. 

To prepare for informed quantitative analysis of the 

three Gladki options, two of our URA members, Peter 

Miasek and Harry Eaglesham have prepared a review 

of the past history of Markham Centre population and 

employment targets, identified where the area 

stands at present, then made quantitative projections 

using known and likely scenarios through to full build 

out. The material has been presented via a Zoom 
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teleconference to the URA subcommittee on the 

Secondary Plan and to Deputy Mayor Don Hamilton 

and Councillor Reid McAlpine. Councillor Jim Jones, 

the chair of DSC, was unavailable but will be briefed 

later. 

Members Miasek and Eaglesham reviewed the details 

of the entire area, tabulated the data on existing and 

approved development applications, and projected 

the likely future scope of the, as yet, undeveloped 

parcels. With that information, they established a 

likely overall projection for population and 

employment. The result is shocking. The following 

chart outlines their work and how the area’s plans 

have changed from 1994 through to the present, then 

into the future: 

 Original 

OPA 21 

– 1994 

2010 

estimate 

URA Projection 

To Build-out 

Residential 

Units  

10,000 20,000 42,000 – 55,000 

Population  25,000 41,000 67,000 – 107,000 

Employment  17,000 39,000 16,200 

 

The presentation also looked at parkland. The data 

was reviewed to summarize the total current and 

planned park dedications. They are limited and 

completely deficient to the required levels. The 

summary: 

Parkland as shown on the current plan: 14.7 ha 

Planning Act requirement at 1 ha.  

Per 500 units: 84 ha. 

Actual versus required: -18% 

 

Admittedly there are limited opportunities to provide 

the full parkland dedications. But this shortfall puts a 

huge stress on what will be available. It would seem 

there has to a greater effort to expand the scope of 

the parkland – albeit likely that it will be much less 

than required. Developers will be required to make 

cash-in-lieu payments for the deficiency, which in 

turn can be used to pay for enhanced park 

development and recreational upgrades such as trails 

and features in the extensive green space – a 

significant attribute of the Markham Centre. 

These projections raise a lot of serious questions, 

including what the appropriate height and density 

should be, the appropriate employment to resident 

ratio, the likelihood of conversion of employment 

lands to more lucrative residential lands, and the 

appropriate amount of parkland. 

We look forward to completing a similar quantitative 

review on the development options when they 

emerge. 

 

We Need Strong Conservation 

Authorities! 

As members know, the URA actively monitors and 

comments on new development applications in our 

area. We have found over the years that the Toronto 

& Region Conservation Authority’s review of these 

applications from a natural heritage, stormwater and 

watershed perspective has been very helpful. 

The Provincial Budget omnibus bill, Bill 229, tabled on 

November 5, 2020, contains an addendum (Schedule 

6) that substantially removes or hinders the role of 

CAs in review of new developments. Our concerns 

include 

 The proposed ability of the Minister to issue 

permits and make decisions overriding a CA 

decision. We feel this can lead to decisions being 

made without benefit of watershed data and 

expertise. A serious risk is that one-off permits will 
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be issued outside the context of a local floodplain 

management program. 

 The need for each municipality to negotiate 

Memoranda Of Understandings with the CAs on 

non-mandatory programs, which will potentially 

result in fragmented management of water sheds. 

 The inability of the CAs to be a party at LPAT 

hearings, potentially leaving the City without 

expert support. 

 

There has been an unprecedented groundswell of 

opposition to Schedule 6, including many non-

government organizations, the Greenbelt Council and 

ordinary citizens. Also, both the City of Markham and 

York Region have passed motions asking the Province 

to remove or amend Schedule 6. 

The URA has written a letter to our Markham MPPs, 

with copies to Premier Ford and Finance Minister 

Phillips expressing our concerns with Schedule 6 and 

urging that it be removed or amended. We are 

hopeful that the government will listen. 

For more information on Ontario Conservation 

Authorities, please visit: Home // Conservation Ontario 

 

 

York Region Police Update (YRP) 

Recently appointed Chief Jim MacSween of YRP, and 

Superintendent Chris Bullen, head of District #5 (our 

local “cop shop” at McCowan and Carlton), gave an 

update presentation to Markham Council on 

November 24th. The full presentation can currently 

be viewed at Markham.ca. In case you missed it, we 

thought the 2 slides below to be of particular interest 

to our members. At a high level YRP compares to 

other communities extremely well in terms of crime 

severity, and cost per capita, with several ongoing 

investments in new technologies. Covid 19 has of 

course had an impact, with a reduction in break and 

enter for example, but a worryingly large increase in 

drug possession and drug trafficking. Many of you will 

have heard about underground casinos in our 

neighbourhood. The slide on “Project Double Down” 

tells the story! 
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