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Together our Voice is Stronger! 

www.unionvilleresidents.ca 

 
URA Members and Meeting Minutes 

Monday, February 01, 2021 
Video Conference 

 

URA Directors: 
Alick Siu, Richard Tranquada, Bill Bryans, Mary Caporusso, Peter Miasek, Michael Gannon, Donna Day, 
Gene Genin, Jóska Zérczi, Roland Hosein and Jeffery Taylor 
 
Elected Officials:  
Councillor: Reid McAlpine 
Regional Councillor & Deputy Mayor: Don Hamilton 
 
Guest Presenters:  
Morgan Jones: Director, Operations for the City of Markham 
 
Attendance: 
Approximately 31 members & guests  
 
1. President’s Introduction 
URA president Michael Gannon called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm. Michael welcomed members, 
officials & guests. 
 
2. Winter Road Maintenance (Morgan Jones, Director, Operations)  
 
Morgan Jones, Director, Operations for the City of Markham, provided an overview of the tools and 
processes used to predict weather conditions and dispatch road maintenance crews. Of note, Ontario 
provincial Regulation 239-02 classifies roads and specifies the maximum snow accumulation for each 
classification. Each Municipality sets their response level which must meet or exceed the regulatory 
requirement. For example, for a road classified as “local”, Markham's response level is to plow when 
snow accumulation exceeds 7.5 cm. Adherence to standards ensures consistent road conditions and 
helps to protect the city against claims. 
 
A COVID-aggravated concern for URA members is the walkability of roadways. Morgan advised that 
current service levels pertain to driving, but not to walking. Changes to maintenance service levels is at 
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the discretion of city council. Morgan also noted that salt is not effective at de-icing low-traffic 
roadways since vehicular traffic is needed to activate the salt’s melting action. 
 
3. Councillor Updates 
 
Regional Councillor and Deputy Mayor, Don Hamilton provided the following updates: 
 

• Regarding COVID-19, the region continues to look at the implementation of a restaurant 
capacity model that correlates seating to square footage instead of the current fixed-number-
of-patrons approach stipulated by the province  

• Deputy Mayor commented that the city is receiving a lot of complaints from drivers about 
pedestrians using roadways for walking 

• Regarding Toogood Pond skating, Don advised that Council does not support skating on the 
pond. About five years ago the City stopped maintaining Toogood Pond ice due to staff 
complaints about unsafe working conditions. Claims mitigation is a key concern as well 

 
Councillor Reid McAlpine provided the following updates: 
 

• To further improve winter road maintenance, the city plans to conduct a road maintenance 
study in 2022 

• Regarding winter path maintenance Reid supports snow clearing or grooming, but appreciates 
the difficulty operating equipment on gravel surfaces 

• Reid also noted that an update on Markham’s Affordable and Rental Housing Strategy is 
scheduled for February 03, 2021  

 
4. Committee Reports & Focus Topics 
 
4.1 Markham Center Secondary Plan (Richard Tranquada) 
 

• After a month’s delay, Gladki planning consultants will present their preliminary Development 
Options report to the city’s Development Services Council on February 8th. A follow-on 
development concept report is scheduled for 2021 and final secondary plan is scheduled for 
completion in 2022. The issues profiled in the options report include:  

o 200 person per hectare density 
o Shortfall in parkland 
o Transportation system capacity constraints 
o Excessive number of tall buildings 
o Lack of progress on the build-out of the mobility hub due to provincially imposed 

barriers 
  

  Without a secondary plan the City runs the risk that zoning disputes will be settled in 
developers’ favour where population density and building height end up excessively high.   

 



3 

20210201.2 

5. Meeting Adjournment 
 
President Michael Gannon adjourned the meeting at 9:00 pm. 


