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URA Members and Meeting Minutes
Monday, March 01, 2021
Video Conference

URA Directors:
Alick Siu, Richard Tranquada, Bill Bryans, Mary Caporusso, Peter Miasek, Michael Gannon, Donna Day,
Gene Genin, Joska Zérczi, Roland Hosein and Jeffery Taylor

Elected Officials:
Councillor: Reid McAlpine
Regional Councillor & Deputy Mayor: Don Hamilton

Guest Presenters:
Sara Sterling: Director, Unionville Business Improvement Association (UBIA)

Attendance:
Approximately 34 members & guests

1. President’s Introduction
URA president Michael Gannon called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Michael welcomed members,
officials & guests.

2. UBIA 2021 Plans for Unionville Main St (Sara Sterling, Director UBIA)

Sara Sterling, Director UBIA shared the association’s “feet-to-the-street” plans for the 2021 summer
season. UBIA is a volunteer-lead association representing 60 businesses and 70 landlords. A key UBIA
goal is enabling member business success through promotion and education. An example of UBIA's
recent actions is the lobbying effort for streetscape enhancements.

2021 program highlights include:
e Adding artists to the bandstand venue
e Traffic calming
e Expanding outdoor dining space to mitigate COVID-19 impact
e Recruiting retail tenants
e Facilitating access to business grants
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e Business promotion through better on-line presence
3. Councillor Updates
Councillor Reid McAlpine provided the following updates:

® |nresponse to the cold weather-enhanced popularity of the Toogood Pond ice, the City is
looking at setting up three to four land-based skating rinks

® Main Street scape enhancement option planning continues. The decision on the quality of
surface materials and asphalt vs paver coverage is under review. The $2m incremental cost
decision is scheduled to be made by City Council in the second quarter of 2021. Streetscape
implementation is planned for 2022

® To help small businesses with rents in high valuation areas, like Main Street, York Region is
looking at the property assessment process. Reid cautioned that any changes to the valuation
process will take several years to implement

e Reid also noted that Main Street accessible parking is difficult to implement because there is
not enough physical space to meet the needed parking specifications. Currently the Crosby
Arena is the only Main Street venue that has accessibility parking that meets standards

Regional Councillor and Deputy Mayor, Don Hamilton provided the following updates:

e Regarding the COVID-19 vaccine roll out, the region continues to experience high volumes of
inquires and complaints about scheduling and wait times

e Even though the municipal portion of property taxes will not be increased in 2021 the region is
considering at 2.96% increase to its share. Markham has avoided tax increases by using its
emergency funds to avoid budget deficits. Markham expects emergency funds to be
replenished by provincial and federal COVID-related grants

® Don also weighed in on pond skating by acknowledging that the City’s preference is to establish
land-based skating rinks to avoid the risks associated with unsafe pond ice

® Don acknowledged supporting the Municipal Zoning Order (MZ0O) concept. However, he was
concerned in the ad-hoc way it was being used to override municipal planning and approval
processes

e As last note, Don advised that to reduce construction costs, modular-built homes were
scheduled to be constructed in the Box Grove area near the Wal-Mart center

4. Committee Reports & Focus Topics

No committee reports were presented

5. Meeting Adjournment

President Michael Gannon adjourned the meeting at 8:55 pm.
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