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Together our Voice is Stronger! 

www.unionvilleresidents.com 

 

URA Members Meeting Minutes 

Monday, April 12, 2021 

Video Conference 

 

URA Directors: 

Alick Siu, Richard Tranquada, Bill Bryans, Mary Caporusso, Peter Miasek, Michael Gannon, Donna Day, 

Gene Genin, Jóska Zérczi, Roland Hosein and Jeffery Taylor 

 

Elected Officials:  

Councillor: Reid McAlpine 

Regional Councillor: Jim Jones 

Regional Councillor & Deputy Mayor: Don Hamilton 

 

Guest Presenters:  

Graham Seaman: Director, Sustainability & Asset Management, City of Markham 

 

Attendance: 

Approximately 30 members & guests  

 

1. President’s Introduction 

URA president Michael Gannon called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Michael welcomed members, 

officials & guests. 

 

2. Markham’s Municipal Energy Plan Implementation Update (Graham Seaman, Director 

Sustainability)  

 

Graham provided an update on Markham’s progress towards its net-zero carbon emissions by 2050 

goal. His presentation included overviews of Markham’s energy plans for new and existing 

communities as well as for businesses. Graham discussed how Markham’s residential and 

transportation sectors emit a combined 64% of greenhouse gases and the various reduction initiatives 

underway. One of the more interesting emission reduction initiatives is a ground-source (geo-

exchange system) pilot scheduled for a 320-home development. Other pilot projects include 

retrofitting homes with solar panels, batteries, and hybrid-thermal heat pumps. 

 

The URA will be following up to see how it can leverage members participation in the programs. 
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3. Councillor Updates 

 

Regional Councillor and Deputy Mayor, Don Hamilton provided the following updates: 

 

• The worsening COVID-19 situation continues to dominate the Regional agenda. Citizen inquiries 

are spiking at high levels as well   

• A route for the proposed Yonge Street subway extension has the tunnels running under homes 

in the Royal Orchard area. The rationale for this route is not fully understood, however this has 

not prevented local homeowners from voicing their concern over the impact of property 

values. Councillor Reid McAlpine suggested that the route deviation maybe due to the desire of 

having a subway station meet up with the existing GO train station situated at Highway #7 

between Yonge St. and Bayview Ave. Councillor Jones advised that there are plans to meet with 

Metrolinx to get a full understanding of the thinking behind the route 

 

Councillor Reid McAlpine provided the following updates: 

 

• A public meeting regarding a proposed 10-storey development for Helen Ave. is scheduled. A 

key concern is the integration of such a large building with the surrounding residential area 

• A development proposal for the Sheridan Nursery property is scheduled for an April 27 

Development Services Committee meeting. A key issue is that the proposed 2,000-unit 

development significantly exceeds the current secondary plan specifications 

 

4. Membership Matters 

 

4.1 Membership (Michael Gannon) 

 

URA membership numbers improved slightly due to steady retention and the recent addition of several 

new members. 

 

4.2 Treasury (Michael Gannon) 

 

URA financial status remains healthy. The COVID-19 induced change from in-person meetings to video 

calls and savings in website hosting costs have combined to reduce the URA’s operating costs.    

 

5. Committee Reports & Focus Topics 

 

No committee reports were presented 

 

6. Meeting Adjournment 

 

President Michael Gannon adjourned the meeting at 9:00 pm. 


