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Christmas caroling by The Giving Tree volunteers 

January 2022 Meeting 

Our next members meeting will be in January. 
 

Date:  January 10th 2022 (Monday) 

Time:  7:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

Venue:    Online Zoom meeting 

Topics:   Vacant home tax 

Councillor updates 

and more  

 

URA Board of Directors for 2022 

At our Annual General Meeting on November 1 and 

a subsequent Board Meeting on November 15th, the 

URA elected a Board of Directors to serve for the next 

year. Former URA president Alick Siu has stepped 

down from the board to make more time for his other 

roles in the community. We would like to sincerely 

thank Alick for his many years of great work on behalf 

of the Association and its members. We congratulate 

Roland Hosein on his new role as vice-president. We 

welcome Daniela Ghiculete to the board.  In addition 

to Roland, the returning members of the URA 

Executive are:  Mike Gannon - President, Gene Genin 

- Secretary and Donna Day - Treasurer.  In addition to 

Daniela, returning Directors at Large are:  Bill Bryans, 

Mary Caporusso, Peter Miasek, Jeff Taylor, Rick 

Tranquada and Jóska Zérczi. 
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Draft York Region Official Plan 

Moves Forward 

Work on York Region’s new Official Plan (ROP) 

continues to move forward. Our October newsletter 

summarized the status of the land needs assessment, 

a key component of the ROP. In late October, 

Regional Council accepted the phased 50-55% 

intensification scenario recommended by staff, but 

opposed by many citizens including the URA.  That 

issue is now closed, and work shifts to other parts of 

the ROP.  

In mid-November, staff tabled the entire draft ROP, 

excluding final detailed calculations on land needs. 

Key components include new or strengthened 

policies for:  

• Major Transit Station Areas and Employment 

Areas (maps and density targets)  

• Affordable Housing, including purpose-built 

rental, secondary suites and inclusionary zoning  

• Alignment of Infrastructure with Development 

Phasing  

• Interconnected, multimodal transportation 

system  

• Connected regional greenlands system (except  

where Regional Council permitted new uses 

within Greenbelt river valley lands in Markham 

and Vaughan)  

 

Extensive public engagement is planned by the 

Region, including open houses and public meetings 

between January – May, 2022 followed by Regional 

Council approval in June and submission to the 

Province.   

Active Transportation Master Plan 

supported by Markham Council  

Markham Council has passed a motion supporting a 

new Active Transportation Master Plan tabled by 

staff, subject to further information on costs, 

resources and funding sources for the first 5-year 

projects. The plan has about 40 recommended 

actions.  It proposes an ultimate (25 year+) cycling 

and trails network of an additional 540 km, plus new 

infill sidewalks, at a cost of over $300M.  The costs for 

the first 10 years are proposed at $63M. The plan also 

proposes various programs supporting Active 

Transportation. This plan is important, as it provides 

a “long list” of good project and program ideas, and 

also informs the upcoming Development Charges 

Bylaw.   

Staff will now develop a project prioritization process 

and bring back the requested information on the 5-

year project plan by Q1- 2022. 

 

Click picture to go to Your Voice Markham 
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28 Main Street Highrise 

Development 

OnePiece appeal to Ontario Land Tribunal 

Your URA directors have been quite active 

representing the interests of the membership during 

the process of this development application. The 

application was for phase 1 of the amended project – 

a 47 storey tower with a further 41 storey tower in a 

future phase 2. At the time of the deliberation at 

Markham Council, URA, as well as area residents, 

challenged the building form and height. The 

application was denied at Council with an offer to the 

developer to reconcile the issues and quickly process 

a new more area friendly project. Instead - the 

developer decided to appeal the denial to the land 

tribunal – now known as the OLT. 

The URA requested party status through the hearings. 

As a party the URA can provide their issues of 

concern, receives copies of all documents, can 

present and cross examine witnesses, and can 

present opening and closing submissions. 

The hearing under the OLT was scheduled for 

November 23. In advance of the hearing the City had 

dialogued with the developer to approach a 

settlement and avoid a full hearing and the risk of an 

imposed solution. The negotiations with the 

developer were private and confidential – URA were 

not part of that process. As the hearing approached, 

the URA were informed by the City that they had 

reached a settlement with OnePiece. The nature of 

that settlement is now public information - as it was 

presented at the November 23 session of the OLT. 

That session took the form of a Case Management 

Conference. A full hearing was not required as there 

was a settlement - but there are significant gaps in the 

terms of the settlement that still need to be 

reconciled. 

A significant issue is that the negotiated settlement 

now deals with the two phases of the project – an 

expansion of the scope of the application. Notice of 

the expanded application is required per the Planning 

Act. OnePiece is in the process of advising all 

residents within 120 m of the total land parcels – per 

Ontario Planning Act requirements. However, 

residents outside 120 m will not be formally advised. 

Your URA directors want you - the membership - to 

be aware of the negotiated project and this 

newsletter release is your chance to see the outline 

of the proposal. 

The revised proposal is shown in the two pictorials 

below. The highlights are: 

• There are now 3 towers instead of two. The 

towers are 36, 37 and 39 stories - versus the 

appealed concept heights of 47 and 41 stories; 

• There is a lower-level atrium of 6 stories – 

comprised of ground level commercial (new) and 

5 stories of shielded parking decks. The appealed 

concept had 9 stories of parking deck; 

• There is to be an architectural competition to deal 

with the building design and with the cladding of 

the parking garage; 

• There is an enlarged parkette at the corner of 

Enterprise Blvd. and Main St – now 1.08 acres 

versus 0.84acres; 

• Very importantly – the unit count rises in the 

negotiated settlement – there is an increase of 

267 units to a total of 940 units; 

• The site density is increased to 8.6 FSI (Floor Site 

Index – a measure of the floor space versus the 

site area). An 8.6 FSI is very high for Markham 

Centre – possibly the highest. The City planning 

department advises that although the current 

proposed amendments to the Markham Centre 

Secondary Plan carry an FSI much lower, the 

update expected shortly will see increases in the 
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vicinity of the GO Station – a transportation hub. 

No timing has been provided on when there will 

be a release of the amended Secondary Plan 

concept. 

 

 

View of the project - negotiated settlement – both phases 

– looking northwest 

 

 

Site Plan 

 

As previously stated, the November 23 OLT hearing took 

the form of a Case Management Conference (CMC). The 

proceedings dealt with the status of the appeal, the 

negotiated settlement, and a process to reconcile the 

possible issues or let the parties establish a revised set of 

issues. The schedule was set as follows:  

• Friday Dec 10 - OnePiece to submit all required 

reports/ studies in support of the amended 

application;  

• Then - Review by the City, and the parties; liaise; 

either reconcile differences or establish issues;  

• Feb. 1 - OnePiece will prepare a draft procedural 

order for the next CMC   

• Thursday Feb 24 - next CMC - establish whether 

there are any issues.  

• Set aside Dec 5 - 15 for hearing if required. If on 

Feb 24 there is agreement by the parties then a 

one-day hearing to close off will be scheduled.  

 

The URA remains as a party and will review documents as 

they are submitted. URA may still have issues once the 

review is complete. We would expect to see the City’s 

formal position on the development changes and their 

comments on the reports submitted. These are not 

available at present.  

Your comments are certainly invited. Please forward these 

to info@unionvilleresidents.com. 

 

Have you seen the HydroVac? 

The streetlights in the Varley area are currently being 

replaced. Due to supply chain challenges the project 

is slightly delayed and is now expected to be 

completed in January 2022.  

In order to minimize disruption to the residents, 

trenchless methods were selected for the installation 

of the new conduits.  Directional drilling reduces the 

need for open excavations and trenching in the 

boulevard, trenching across resident driveways, etc.  

This is done using a large truck known as a Hydro Vac.  

Use of Hydro Excavation methods help to ensure that 

no existing utilities are damaged.  Understanding that 

many residents are working from home at this time, 
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great care was taken not to damage any 

communication trunk or drop cables.  Hydro 

excavation involves the use of high pressure water 

and the large vacuum truck to carefully create holes 

where needed.  If a mis-located utility is encountered 

with hydro excavation, it will most likely be 

undamaged.  If an auger or more destructive method 

was used, significant damage and downtime would be 

the likely scenario.  

 

 

 

 

 


