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URA Members Meeting Minutes
Monday, December 06, 2021
Video Conference

URA Directors:
Alick Siu, Richard Tranquada, Donna Day, Bill Bryans, Mary Caporusso, Peter Miasek, Michael Gannon,
Gene Genin, Jéska Zérczi, Roland Hosein, Jeffrey Taylor, and Daniela Ghiculete

Elected Officials:
e Councillor: Reid McAlpine
e Councillor: Amanda Collucci
e Regional Councillor & Deputy Mayor: Don Hamilton

Guest Presenters:
e Gabriela Ansari-Correa — Community Engagement Assistant, Sustainability & Asset
Management, City of Markham
e Jennifer Wong, Sustainability Coordinator, City of Markham
e Graham Seaman, Director, Sustainability & Asset Management, City of Markham
e Tim Short, Partner, Laszlo Energy Services
e Richard Laszlo, President, Laszlo Energy Services

Attendance:
Approximately 36 members & guests.

1. Call to Order & President’s Introduction

URA president, Michael Gannon, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Michael welcomed members,
officials, and guests.

2. Reflections on COP 26 — Update on Marham’s Sustainability Efforts
City staff, Gabriela Ansari-Correa, Jennifer Wong and Graham Seaman and representatives from
Laszlo Energy Services - Tim Short and Richard Laszlo, presented an update on Markham’s latest

sustainability efforts. Highlights included:
e Markham’s guiding principles to get to net zero by 2050 are:
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o Decrease overall local energy consumption
o Switch to low carbon renewable sources
o Increase local renewable energy generation
e The main pillar of the corporate-sector energy plan is rooftop solar. Solar panels are being
installed on the roofs of several city-owned community centers.
e Residential-sector carbon mitigation includes:
o Home energy retrofits
o Underground geo-exchange consisting of a 310-home pilot
o The Power.House pilot program is targeting 10 homes to be retrofitted with solar
panels and battery storage
o Possible pilot on a GreenBox technology project which entails air heat pumps to be
led by Laszlo Energy Services
e Transportation-sector plans include:
o Build out of EV chargers
o Expanding the city’s use of EV vehicles
o Miller Waste’s green fleet truck pilot

3. Councillor Updates

Regional Councillor and Deputy Mayor, Don Hamilton provided the following updates:
e Property tax will increase by about 5%. Region’s increase is 2.96% with a 2% increase in
Markham’s share of property taxes.
e Budget reviews for the TRCA, Simcoe Conservation Authority, Arts Council and York Region
police are scheduled.

Councillor Reid McAlpine provided the following updates:

e Due to a high number of incidents, the City is stepping up public education on co-existence with
coyotes.

e City lobbyist registry, a 10-year-old issue, is up for discussion at the upcoming committee
meeting.

e The policy of rebating election expenses, as a means of leveling the playing field between new
candidates and incumbents, is up for review.

e Staff’s request for guidance with respect to a possible vacant house tax resulted in staff being
given no further direction after an eight to five vote by council, to reject the tax. Concerns
about private property rights was noted.

4. Unionville BIA Update

BIA President, Sara Sterling provided the following updates on the BIA’s Christmas plans:
e The parade is, unfortunately, cancelled.
e Ledgemark Homes is hosting a toy drive at its Main St. location.
e Sweetie Pies will provide free hot chocolate.
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e To help merchants with business development through shopper and visitor research, the BIA is
hiring a small business advisor. Funding for the advisor comes from the BIA and through a
federal government grant.

e Minto Homes donated funds for Main St. lighting improvements.

5. Membership Matters

No membership reports were presented

6. Committee Reports & Focus Topics

No committee reports were presented

7. New Business

No new business items were proposed

8. Meeting Adjournment

President, Michael Gannon adjourned the meeting at 9:00 pm.
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