
1 

20211101.2 

 

 
Together our Voice is Stronger! 
www.unionvilleresidents.com 

 
URA Members Meeting Minutes 

Monday, November 01, 2021 
Video Conference 

 

URA Directors: 
Alick Siu, Richard Tranquada, Donna Day, Bill Bryans, Mary Caporusso, Peter Miasek, Michael Gannon, 
Gene Genin, Jóska Zérczi, Roland Hosein, Jeffrey Taylor, and Daniela Ghiculete 
 
Elected Officials:  
Councillor: Reid McAlpine 
Regional Councillor & Deputy Mayor: Don Hamilton 
 
Attendance: 
Approximately 32 members & guests  
 
1. Call to Order & President’s Introduction 
 
Upon completion of the annual general meeting, URA president, Michael Gannon called the monthly 
members’ meeting to order at 7:30 pm. Michael welcomed members, guests, and elected officials.  

    
2. Councillor Updates 

 
Regional Councillor and Deputy Mayor, Don Hamilton provided the following updates: 

• York Region is planning lower density development for Markham’s developable vacant lands to 
meet market demand for single-family dwellings. The lower density means that more land will 
be used to accommodate the planned population. 

• Region Council will allow developers to designate land adjacent to the Greenbelt, known as the 
“Finger lands”, as parkland. This designation allows developers to exclude parkland allowances 
from their own properties.  

 
Councillor Reid McAlpine provided the following updates: 

• Feedback from nearby residents will be incorporated into the Kennedy Rd and The Bridle Trail 
intersection safety improvements. 

• A community meeting is scheduled to review the 12-story condo development proposed for the 
old Canada Computers site. 



2 

20211101.2 

 

• Main Street Streetscape is delayed because the City’s new director of engineering is reviewing 
project costing. Reid is optimistic the review will help improve the proposed plans. 

• Staff reports on the proposed lobbyist registry and vacant house tax are scheduled for end of 
November. 

• Property taxes are scheduled to go up by 3 to 5%. As well, a 3 to 6% increase in water rates is 
planned. Public consultation on the budget is scheduled for November 23. 

• Included in the 2022 capital budget is $3.9M for the design and development of the Rouge 
Promenade Park. Included are an off-leash dog park, basketball court and Markham Center 
trails connections. 

• A basic bike trail along Kennedy Rd. between 16th Ave. and Austin Drive is under consideration 

• The city is to provide parking for York University students as part of an agreement with the 
Remington Group – a major Markham Centre developer.  

 
3. Membership Matters 
 
No membership reports were presented 
 
4. Committee Reports & Focus Topics 
 
No committee reports were presented 
 
5. New Business 
 
No new business items were proposed 
 
6. Meeting Adjournment 
 
President, Michael Gannon adjourned the meeting at 8:48 pm. 


