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March 2022 Meeting

Our next members meeting will be in March.

Date:  March 7% 2022 (Monday)
Time: 7:00 PM -9:00 PM

Venue: Online Zoom meeting
Topics: TBD, plus Councillor updates

Future speaker topics

This year is a busy one for elections, so we are hoping
to have candidate meetings for both the Provincial
and Municipal elections, and we also hope to have
the Mayor speak at one of our meetings. For the other
meetings, we recently conducted a survey among our
paid members to get feedback on what topics we
should cover. Markham’s policy and plans with
respect to trees, affordable housing including vacant
homes tax, and land use planning including
intensification, were most mentioned. Closely
followed by transportation including active
transportation, and the Markham Centre Secondary
Plan. Thank you to all who responded.
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Transit Oriented Communities

Ontario’s Transit Oriented Communities (TOC)
program is a new approach to building rapid transit.
It involves the province partnering with developers to
build high density mixed-use communities within
walking distance of a rapid transit station, with the
developer making a financial contribution to the
transit project, e.g. construct the station. This
achieves numerous praiseworthy objectives: boosts
moderate-priced housing supply, assists with transit
capital funding, boosts ridership for transit and
reduces sprawl. Enabling legislation (Transit Oriented
Communities Act) was passed in 2020.

Ontario has formally declared Bridge and High Tech
Stations on the proposed Yonge Subway North
Extension to be TOC developments, and has
partnered with the adjacent landowners to unveil two
extremely dense projects. Issues have arisen.

. Although TOCs sound good, they are being used by
the Province to essentially do development planning
that is normally the responsibility of the local
municipality. An MZO (Ministerial Zoning Order)
would likely be used to implement the plans, thereby
bypassing local zoning- controls. At DSC on January
24th, at least one councilor described the Bridge
Station TOC provincial proposal as an attack on local
democracy. Here is the link to the staff report. Council
is strongly against the proposal.

Bridge station is one of the new stations on the
subway extension, and will be located in the Langstaff
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secondary plan area. Markham already has in place
an agreed secondary plan to build a very dense
community at Langstaff, but with an appropriate
number of jobs, parks, schools and other community
facilities. The Province just sent notice to the City of a
TOC plan. Developed in collaboration with one
specific developer in order to secure funding to build
the station, the plan doubles the density and
population (would be over 50,000), but without a
clear plan to deliver a complete community. The
resulting development would rank as the second
densest community in the world (according to one
councilor). There are two main elements to this issue,
one being political (what powers will the City still
have) and one being content (planning complete
communities).

The content issue may not directly concern us for the
moment, but the political one could. We have
Markham Centre in our Ward, with a transit hub
around the GO station, which could be at risk of a
similar TOC proposal, taking away our ability to do
"proper" planning. On your behalf the URA is
following this closely; please let us know what you
think.

Yonge North Subway Extension
(YNSE) Alignment Debate Ends,
Thornhill Residents Not Happy

As discussed in our April newsletter, there has been a
lot of controversy about the alignment of the YNSE
through Thornhill. The preferred alignment was
proposed to tunnel under 60 homes in the Royal
Orchard area. Both Markham and Vaughan Councils
opposed this alignment.

http://unionvilleresidents.com/
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The URA position, as stated in April, is strong support

for the YNSE, but emphasis that resident concerns
must be given the maximum consideration, including
minimizing noise/vibration, providing property value
compensation, and constructing at least one station
in Thornhill.

Debate over the alignment continued over the
summer and fall:

Transport Action Ontario, a province-wide NGO
specializing in public transportation, submitted an
alignment option (“yellow line”) that avoided
under-house tunneling. After detailed analysis,
Metrolinx concluded that the vyellow line
presented high construction risk and higher costs.
Metrolinx presented a revised alignment (“green
line”) that tunneled under fewer homes (20) and
at greater average depth, reducing
noise/vibration.

The Province announced that a station at Clark
Avenue would definitely be built, and potentially
one at Royal Orchard Blvd if TOC funding can be

found.

At a marathon Regional Council meeting on February
3, Metrolinx stated it had evaluated all candidate
options and their green alignment is “final”. Although
Thornhill resident opposition remains strong,
Regional Council opted to receive the Metrolinx
presentation along with an additional request for
Metrolinx to consider improved compensation to
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impacted property owners. Initial procurement steps
for tunneling are expected to commence in early
2022.

Student Housing Forum, February
22

For those who may have missed it in Councillor
McAlpine's recent newsletter, he will be convening a
student housing forum related to the upcoming
opening of York University (September, 2023). It will
include a presentation regarding the City's policies on
basement apartments and rooming houses, followed
by two City of Oshawa councillors on that city's
experience with Ontario Tech University (formerly
UOIT). To register, email Marina Antonoglou at
mantonoglou@markham.ca

York’s Draft Regional Official Plan
moves to Public Consultation

As stated in our last newsletter, consultation is now
underway on York's draft Regional Official Plan (ROP).
URA was very involved in the land needs assessment
analysis, which is fundamental to the ROP. We may
also submit comments on other key areas, such as
development phasing, climate change, transportation
and affordable housing.

Public comments are also welcome until March 31,
2022. See the website at York.ca/haveyoursay
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