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URA Members Meeting Minutes
Monday, April 04, 2022
Video Conference

URA Directors:

Richard Tranquada, Donna Day, Mary Caporusso, Peter Miasek, Michael Gannon, Gene Genin, Roland
Hosein, Joska Zérczi, Jeffrey Taylor, and Daniela Ghiculete

Elected Officials:
e Councillor: Reid McAlpine
e Regional Councillor & Deputy Mayor: Don Hamilton

Guest Presenters:
e Randy Peddigrew — Executive Vice President of Land Development, Remington Group
e Joseph Pavia — Project Manager, Land Development, Remington Group

Attendance: Approximately 35 members & guests.
1. Call to Order & President’s Introduction (Mike Gannon)

URA President, Mike Gannon, called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm. Mike welcomed members,
officials, and guests.

2. Markham Centre Secondary Plan Update (Richard Tranquada)

An Official Plan sets out land use policies used to guide land development. Secondary Plans provide
more specific direction on land use. When new development is proposed, the City uses the plans to
confirm compliance with the guidelines. Once finalized both plans are registered with and approved by
the Ontario Municipal Board (OMB). If the OMB does not approve the plans or partially approves them,
then developers gain a lot of leverage in appealing the guidelines.

For the past several years, Markham has been working with consultants to develop a secondary plan
for Markham Centre. Markham Centre is situated between Woodbine Ave. on the west and Kennedy
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Road on the east. The north boundary is Highway 7, with a small exception that includes the municipal
offices at Warden Ave., while the south boundary follows Highway 407.

The first draft of the secondary plan specifies 109,000 residents and 71,000 jobs. The second draft, that
includes transportation requirements, is still under development.

3. Developer’s Perspective on Markham Centre (Randy Peddigrew — Remington Group)

The Remington Group has been involved with the development of Markham Centre since early
inception in 1992. Leveraging his extensive experience and long relationship with Markham, Randy
Peddigrew, EVP of Land Development, provided the members with the following insights:

e The Remington’s planning time horizon for Marham Centre is 20 to 30 years.

e The ideal planning process is organic since planning concepts evolve especially over extended
planning timeframes.

e The planning concepts for Markham Centre have changed substantially over the past 30 years.
Most notably older plans compartmentalized residential, commercial, and retail land use while
the latest planning concepts tend to blend the different uses.

e A controversial item is the extent to which the transportation hub —the GO station, is
designated as the focal point of the community. Remington’s position is that Markham Centre
downtown — Birchmount and Enterprise, should be its focal point.

e An overall concern for Remington the lengthy approval process. Citing that it has taken 10 years
to plan and build accommodations for 22,000 residents, reaching the goal of 109,000 residents,
at the same rate, will take three or more decades.

4. Councillor Update (Don Hamilton and Reid McAlpine)
Regional Councillor and Deputy Mayor, Don Hamilton provided the following updates:

e The Yonge Street subway extension has compelled the provincial government to designate the
Yonge Street and Langstaff area as a Transit-Oriented Community (TOC). This designation
transfers a significant amount of planning responsibility from the region and municipalities to
the provincial government. This shift risks excluding municipal and regional input.

e Due to a conflict of interest, community consultation for the “No Frills” plaza development will
be facilitated by Don rather than Reid.

Councillor Reid McAlpine provided the following updates:

e Markham Civic Centre is expected to fully open on May 5, 2022, for in-person service.

5. Membership Matters

No membership reports were presented.
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6. Committee Reports & Focus Topics

No committee reports were presented.

7. New Business

No new business items were proposed.

8. Meeting Adjournment

President, Mike Gannon adjourned the meeting at 8:53 pm.
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