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URA Members Meeting Minutes
Monday, February 07, 2022
Video Conference

URA Directors:
Richard Tranquada, Donna Day, Bill Bryans, Mary Caporusso, Peter Miasek, Michael Gannon, Gene
Genin, Roland Hosein, Joska Zérczi, Jeffrey Taylor, and Daniela Ghiculete

Elected Officials:
e Councillor: Reid McAlpine
e Regional Councillor & Deputy Mayor: Don Hamilton

Guest Presenters:
e David Plant — Senior Manager, Parks Horticulture and Forestry Division, City of Markham
e Josh Van Kemp — Supervisor, Parks Forestry, City of Markham

Attendance: Approximately 36 members & guests.
1. Call to Order & President’s Introduction (Mike Gannon)

URA president, Michael Gannon, called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm. Michael welcomed members,
officials, and guests.

2. Strategy to Increase Markham’s Tree Canopy (David Plant and Josh Van Kemp)

Markham’s current canopy coverage is 21%. To achieve a 30% target, by 2051 Markham is taking to
following actions:

a) Public Education & Engagement:

e Reviewing the City website & social media presence
e Hosting community programs to engage residents
b) Policy & Planning:

e Developing an “Urban Forest Management Plan”

e Reviewing tree protection guidelines

20211206.2



e Monitoring & planning for current & potentially future invasive species and diseases

c) Operations:

e On-going planting & tree replacement

e Tree inventory updates for future management strategies

e On-going street tree “block” pruning to improve tree health and vigor

e Developing a young tree maintenance program to improve their likelihood of success after
planting

3. Councillor Update (Don Hamilton)
Regional Councillor and Deputy Mayor, Don Hamilton provided the following updates:

e An application to redevelop the “No Frills” plaza has been submitted. The proposal, for the
property located at north-east corner of Highway 7 and Warden, includes ten towers ranging
from three to forty-eight stories and eight buildings. Phase 1 would replace the retail strip along
Highway 7 that includes McDonalds, Scotia Bank, a pub, and Canada Computers, with five
towers containing 1,600 units. The City is waiting on completion of the secondary plan to
review the proposed building heights.

e York Region Council voted to accept a controversial Yonge Subway extension design report that
has the train tunnel running underneath homes in the Royal Orchard area. Other tunnel options
were not presented.

Councillor Reid McAlpine provided the following updates:

e The Road and Cycling Committee is looking at expanding trail snow clearing. Clearing gravel
pathways, however, remain a challenge.

e The Development Services Committee (DSC) voted ten to two in favour of a motion to abolish
the Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT). The OLT’s role is to settle zoning disputes between developers
and municipalities. The main source of frustration is the extent to which the OLT overrides
municipal zoning plans putting into question the value of zoning plans.

e The plan to assess incomplete sidewalks is nearing completion. Even though it improves
walkability the build-out plan is a source of frustration for residents where the new sidewalks
traverse established front lawns and driveways.

e The preliminary design report for the Main Street Streetscape refresh is scheduled to be
presented to DSC. Once approved, the detailed design phase can proceed.

e Consultation meetings for York University’s student housing are scheduled for February 22,
2022. The purpose is to learn from other schools, such as Ontario Tech University in Oshawa,
about their recent experience accommodating large influxes of students.
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4. Membership Matters

No membership reports were presented.

5. Committee Reports & Focus Topics

No committee reports were presented.

6. New Business

No new business items were proposed.

7. Meeting Adjournment

President, Michael Gannon adjourned the meeting at 8:40 pm.
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