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URA Members Meeting Minutes
Monday, January 10, 2022
Video Conference

URA Directors:
Richard Tranquada, Donna Day, Bill Bryans, Mary Caporusso, Peter Miasek, Michael Gannon, Gene
Genin, Roland Hosein, Jeffrey Taylor, and Daniela Ghiculete

Elected Officials:
e Councillor: Karen Rea
Councillor: Amanda Collucci
Regional Councillor: Jim Jones
Regional Councillor & Deputy Mayor: Don Hamilton

Attendance: Approximately 36 members & guests.
1. Call to Order & President’s Introduction (Mike Gannon)

URA president, Michael Gannon, called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm. Michael welcomed members,
officials, and guests.

2. Vacant House Tax — Overview (Karen Rea)

To help mitigate increases in housing cost, Councillors Karen Rea and Reid McAlpine tabled a vacant
house tax (VHT) feasibility study. In the VHT scenario homes that are vacant for extended periods of
time would incur a 1 to 3% municipal tax. The objective of the tax is to dissuade homeowners from
leaving homes unoccupied for extended periods. Estimates of vacant homes in Markham range from
530 to 1,600. The definition for a vacant home excludes homes undergoing renovations and extended
absences due to vacations.

After Vancouver implemented VHT in 2017, the number of vacant homes dropped by 25%. Applying
the same ratio to Markham would result in the availability of 130 to 400 homes.

Due to a lack of support at City Council, the motion was deferred for three months.
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3. Councillor Update (Don Hamilton)
Regional Councillor and Deputy Mayor, Don Hamilton provided the following updates:

e The provincial government has designated the Langstaff and Highway 7 area to be a “transit-
oriented community”. The means that population density and building heights will be doubled
in comparison to current zoning plans. One estimate has the target population for the area at
40,000. A key concern is that community services, such as parks, currently planned for lower
densities, will not be sufficient to support revised number of residents.

4. 2022 Budget (Amanda Collucci)

For 2022 Markham'’s portion of property taxes will increase by 1.95%. Part of the increase will go
towards modernizing fire services. Other increases will go for additional cross walks in Box Grove and a
2 km trail expansion. To improve road services a new operations yard, near 9™ Line and Major
Mackenzie, will be completed.

The increase in York Region’s portion of the taxes is not known at this time.

5. Markham’s Affordable Rental and Housing Strategy (Peter Miasek)

After approving “Housing Choices: Markham’s Affordable and Rental Housing Strategy” back in July
2021, Markham Council has decided to move forward with five of the thirty-five recommendations in

2022.
These are to:

Develop an Inclusionary Zoning By-Law for major transit station areas
e Review permission for additional residential units

e Use public lands for affordable housing

e Develop incentive package for affordable/supportive housing

e Facilitate partnerships for affordable housing

6. Membership Matters

No membership reports were presented.
7. New Business

No new business items were proposed.
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8. Meeting Adjournment

President, Michael Gannon adjourned the meeting at 8:50 pm.
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