
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUNE 2022 

 

Inside This Issue 

Upcoming URA Member’s/Subscriber’s Meetings ............ 1 

Results of URA Resident Survey, June, 2022 ..................... 1 

Main Street Unionville Streetscape Project Approved! .... 2 

Important Upcoming Development Related Meetings ..... 2 

York Region Municipal Comprehensive Review of Official 

Plan nears Completion....................................................... 3 

Markville Secondary Plan Study Initiated .......................... 4 

 

 

 

 

 

Unionville Festival – June 2022 

 

Upcoming URA 

Member’s/Subscriber’s Meetings 

We currently have no meetings planned as there is a 

municipal election coming on Monday October 24th, 

so City Hall goes a tad quiet, and we usually pause 

anyway during the summer months. Our next 

meeting is likely to be a candidates meeting for Ward 

3 if that Ward is being competed. Should there be an 

important issue affecting our members arising in the 

meantime we will of course let you know via email to 

our subscribers list. To get the details of the Markham 

election, and see who is running for what, please visit 

2022 Municipal Election. 

 

 

Results of URA Resident Survey, 

June, 2022 

The URA Board of Directors conducted a resident 

survey at the recent Unionville Festival. Visitors to our 

booth were given a list of 17 current issues and asked 

to identify their Top 5. About 40 completed surveys 

were collected, with 85% of the respondents 

indicating they lived in Unionville. 

Although every issue garnered numerous votes, six 

issues were clearly most important to more people as 

https://www.markham.ca/wps/portal/home/about/2022-Municipal-Election
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shown in the chart below with the percentage of 

respondents selecting the issue as one of their top 5. 

Issue % Top 5 

Traffic (congestion, road widening, 
safety) 

73 

Managing Development and Growth 59 

Main Street Unionville Revitalization 57 

Property Taxes 54 

Preservation of Farmland and Green 
Space 

51 

Housing Affordability 49 

 

We are pleased to note that URA has active programs 

related to all of these issues. 

Main Street Unionville 

Streetscape Project Approved! 

After over 2 years of study, in March, Markham 

Council gave unanimous final approval to the 

reconstruction of Main Street Unionville between 

Carlton Rd. and the GO Rail tracks, at a capital cost of 

$10.5 million. The basic objective is to enhance the 

pedestrian experience, and includes: 

 Reduce the width of the roadway from 7 to 6 

meters and widen the sidewalks and boulevards 

 Move parking area from the west to the east side 

 Use brick pavers as the surface for roadway, 

boulevards and sidewalks 

 Add more trees and alcove areas 

 Upgrade street lighting 

 Improve East Lane parking and lighting 

 Replace street lights between Highway 7 and the 

GO tracks 

 

URA has long supported this project. Main Street 

Unionville is one of the jewels of York Region. A 

quality rebuild will boost tourism, enhance 

Markham’s reputation and support the other 

investments made by the City in the Heritage area. 

The project now moves to detailed design, with 

construction to start in Q2-2023. The City is starting 

consultation with local businesses and the 

community to develop a detailed construction plan. 

URA has been invited to be a member of an Advisory 

Committee on the design, which has its first meeting 

in mid-June. In addition, the first Community 

Engagement session is scheduled for June 23. Public 

registration is via yourvoicemarkham.ca. 

 

 

 

Important Upcoming 

Development Related Meetings 

There are a number of important upcoming meetings 

for our members and subscribers. 

1. Markham Town Square (“No Frills Plaza”) at 

Warden Avenue and Highway 7 

On June 21st at 7pm DSC (Development Services 

Committee) will be hosting a public meeting, both in 

chamber and via Zoom, to consider the applicant’s 

proposal. The applicant proposes to re-designate the 

total subject lands to “Mixed-Use High Rise” in the 

2014 Official Plan, with site specific height, density, 

and land use permissions for residential and retail 

uses. The Official Plan Amendment would provide for 

10 towers, incorporated within 8 buildings all ranging 

in heights from 3 to 48 storeys, with a maximum 

mailto:info@unionvilleresidents.ca
http://unionvilleresidents.com/
https://yourvoicemarkham.ca/mainstreetunionvilledesign
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overall density of up to 6.0 Floor Space Index (FSI). 

Phase 1 is shown in the image below. More 

information will be posted on the City’s Upcoming 

Meetings Pages before the meeting.  

Click here to read URA's March 28th deputation. 

 

 

2. Briarwood Farm at Normandale and 16th Ave 

Approval for the development at 4031 16th Avenue 

(Briarwood Farm) has lapsed, and the ownership 

structure is understood to have changed. The 

developer has reapplied for approval with what is 

essentially understood to be the same proposal. The 

statutory public meeting will be held on June 27 at 7 

pm. You have the option to attend either in-person in 

the Council Chamber at the Civic Centre or remotely 

via Zoom. All meetings are video and audio streamed 

on the City’s website. 

 

3. Scardred 7 Company Limited proposal for the old 

“White Rose” site on Highway 7 

On June 30th the OLT (Ontario Land Tribunal) will 

hold a CMC (Case Management Conference) to hear 

an appeal from Scardred due to the City not having 

made a decision. The URA will be requesting Party 

status due to our significant concerns with this 

development. 

The development is located at 4038 & 4052 Highway 

7 East. The North piece of the property is already 

approved for 20 single detached homes, including 

cash-in-lieu for parkland. We took no objection to this 

earlier application. This application for the southerly 

segment of the property proposes the development 

of an 11-storey mixed-use residential building 

containing 450 units designed in a U-shaped tier 

building that ranges in height from 2-storeys to 11-

storeys. 

At a DSC meeting on November 30th 2021, the URA 

made a deputation expressing concerns including, 

height and density, lack of compatibility with the 

surrounding properties, nonconformity with the 

Official Plan, massing, traffic plan and parking, lack of 

affordable or senior housing, among others. You can 

read our full deputation on our web site here. 

 

York Region Municipal 

Comprehensive Review of 

Official Plan nears Completion 

York’s Municipal Comprehensive Review (MCR) to 

update the Regional Official Plan (ROP) is nearing 

completion, with the proposed ROP to be submitted 

to the Minister in late June. As members know, URA 

has been very active in the MCR since 2021. Our 

prime emphasis has been to urge Regional Council to 

adopt a 60% regional intensification target, with the 

opportunity to review again at the next MCR, rather 

than adopt a lower target (see newsletter articles in 

October, June and April 2021). This would have been a 

low-risk approach that avoided over-committing land 

to community development in the light of dubious 

population forecasts, retained more land in an 

mailto:info@unionvilleresidents.ca
http://unionvilleresidents.com/
https://www.markham.ca/wps/portal/home/about/city-hall/council-committee-meetings/03-council-committee-meetings
https://www.markham.ca/wps/portal/home/about/city-hall/council-committee-meetings/03-council-committee-meetings
https://unionvilleresidents.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Markham-Town-Square-Plaza-No-Frills-DSC-March-28th-2022.pdf
https://www.markham.ca/wps/portal/home/about/city-hall/council-committee-meetings/03-council-committee-meetings
https://unionvilleresidents.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/DSC-SCARDRED7-Deputation-URA-Nov.302021.pdf
https://unionvilleresidents.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/URA-Newsletter-October_2021.pdf
https://unionvilleresidents.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/URA-Newsletter-May-25-2021.pdf
https://unionvilleresidents.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/URA-Newsletter-April_2021.pdf
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agricultural state for now, and reduced infrastructure 

costs. Unfortunately, our arguments fell on deaf ears, 

and Council adopted a staged 50/55% target. 

Our emphasis has now shifted to ensuring strong 

phasing policies to ensure development is orderly. 

The proposed phasing policies in the latest draft ROP 

impose requirements on local OPs that do support 

alignment of growth, infrastructure and financial 

sustainability. Regional staff is of the opinion that 

these policies will be workable and effective. URA will 

continue to closely monitor the final wording in the 

ROP and monitor development applications to ensure 

that these policies are not weakened by numerous 

site-specific amendments. 

Other policies in the draft ROP, including those for 

affordable housing, transportation and climate 

change, also appear to be well-stated. Again, the 

issue will be if the Minister alters these, and if 

Regional Council lives up to these fine words, or 

weakens them with amendments. 

Markham will now be starting its local OP update, 

which must be in conformity with the ROP. URA will 

be closely following this update process also. 

 

Markville Secondary Plan Study 

Initiated 

Markham’s 2014 Official Plan identifies the Markville 

Shopping Centre area as a key development area and 

as an intensification area. In addition, the final draft 

2021 Regional Official Plan (ROP) defines the local 

area as the “McCowan Bus Rapid Transit” Major 

Transit Station Area (MTSA) with a density target of 

200 people + jobs per hectare. All these factors mean 

that a secondary plan is needed to guide 

development. 

The City has now initiated work on a secondary plan 

study. The defined area is 110 hectares and comprises 

land roughly between Bullock Drive and Laidlaw Blvd. 

and between Highway 7 and the GO tracks. At this 

point, only preliminary principles have been 

presented, including 

 Develop vibrant mixed use complete community 

 Improve and prioritize pedestrian and cycling 

connections to higher order transit, parks and 

amenities 

 Create properly scaled urban development blocks 

 Have a range of building and housing types 

 Protect sufficient land for new parks, open spaces 

and community facilities 

 Protect, promote and enhance the stable 

employment area between McCowan and Laidlaw 

(designated as on-going employment land in the 

draft 2021 ROP) 

 

The consulting team will initiate public engagement in 

November, after the municipal election, and will 

present draft development concepts to the public in 

about Q1-2023. 

 

 

mailto:info@unionvilleresidents.ca
http://unionvilleresidents.com/

