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Another successful Thursday Night at the Bandstand 

 

Upcoming Ward 3 Councillor All-

Candidates Meeting 

All 6 registered candidates have confirmed their 

attendance at the meeting, which takes place in 

person in the Pan Am Centre on Monday, September 

26 from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm, and which will not be 

streamed or recorded. There will be an opportunity 

to ask questions of the candidates. We look forward 

to meeting as many of our members and subscribers 

as are able to attend. Registration is not required, 

masks are optional, but space is limited so please 

come well on time to ensure a seat. There will not be 

any standing room permitted. 

The registered candidates for the Markham Ward 3 

election are Bill Chan, Annie Chan, Robin Choy, Sheng 

Huang, Reid McAlpine (incumbent), and Sandra Tam. 

To get the details of the Markham election, and see 

who is running for what, please visit 2022 Municipal 

Election. 

 

 

  

https://www.electionsmarkham.ca/
https://www.electionsmarkham.ca/
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All-Candidates Meeting Format 

After short opening remarks from the chair, each 

candidate will have 2 minutes to introduce 

themselves and their platforms. There will be a few 

prepared questions from the Board, each candidate 

will have 1 minute to answer each question. There 

will then be questions from the floor as time permits, 

each candidate will have one minute to answer, and 

the next candidate in sequence answers first (first 

question answered first by candidate 1, then by 

candidate 2, on down the line, second question 

answered first by candidate 2, then candidate 3, etc). 

There will be a moderator on each side of the room 

to select the questioners from the audience. Each 

candidate will then have one minute for closing 

remarks, in reverse order to the opening remarks. 

Microphones will be available and will be wiped down 

between use. 

 

New Main Street Unionville 

Development Proposal 

Local residents within 200 meters have been 

informed of a new/renewed development proposal 

on the west side of Main Street Unionville. The 

applicant is proposing two 4 story residential 

buildings at the rear of the existing heritage buildings 

at 160 to 186 Main Street which is currently used for 

parking space. 

The size of the development is significantly smaller 

than the previous proposal and does not seem to 

include (high end) retail. 

The URA will follow this development closely and 

provide updates when relevant. 

 

Development Proposal for 8111 

Kennedy Rd (BMW site) 

The owner of this site, at the northeast corner of 

Kennedy Rd and Helen Ave, has submitted a 

development proposal to the City. In summary, it 

involves building 1772 residential units, largely in 4 

high rise towers up to 41 storeys high, a small park 

and a new north-south street. 

At the statutory public meeting on September 6, URA 

formally deputed citing numerous concerns. 

Foremost among these was the huge mismatch 

between this proposal and the draft Updated 

Markham Centre Secondary Plan (MCSP). The MCSP 

contemplates heights below 25 storeys, translating 

into an estimated unit count of about 1000. 

Exceeding the MCSP would put pressure on all hard 

and soft infrastructure in the area, including electrical 

supply, schools, parks and community centres. 

Other URA concerns included the very low proportion 

of jobs, the small amount of parkland, affordable 

housing and various traffic matters. 

Our deputation can be viewed here. More details 

about the development application can be found 

here. 

URA anticipates that negotiations with staff will 

continue that will hopefully result in changes to the 

proposal. Together with our colleagues at the South 

mailto:info@unionvilleresidents.ca
http://unionvilleresidents.com/
https://unionvilleresidents.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Deputation-8111-Kennedy-Rd-BMW-Sep-6th-2022.pdf
https://pub-markham.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=56712
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Unionville Residents Forum (SURF), we will continue 

to monitor this file closely. 

 

York Region Moving Forward on 

Vacant Homes Tax   

A Vacant Homes Tax (VHT) is an increasingly popular 

tool being used by Canadian municipalities to 

increase rental housing supply and improve housing 

affordability.  The net funds generated can also 

support additional housing programs.  Three cities in 

Ontario (Ottawa, Hamilton, Toronto) have recently 

implemented a VHT, and others are studying it, 

including York Region.   

URA is on record as supporting a VHT.  We submitted 

a written communication last November to Markham 

Council urging that work on a VHT be continued.   

During summer, 2022, York Region conducted 

webinars and an online survey on a potential VHT.  

Nearly 88% of respondents agreed that York Region is 

facing housing affordability challenges and nearly 

80% believed the Region should levy a VHT to help 

address these challenges.    

York Council has now authorized staff to move 

forward and report back in early 2023 with a 

proposed VHT program design and a draft bylaw.  This 

will include key issues like definition of “vacant” 

(exemptions, duration), mechanism to identify a 

home as “vacant”, tax rate, use of tax revenue, and 

revenue and work sharing between York and lower-

tier municipalities.    

 

 

Covid 19 and Variants 

We previously reported that the Region has done a 

robust job in checking for the Covid virus in our sewer 

system. The trends in the sewer, over time, almost 

mimic the health case trends reported to Public 

Health. The WHO Worldometer continues to show 

the trends for Canada and Ontario, and it had 

projected to reach zero cases in April, then July, and 

now the forecast is for end of October. The new peaks 

were mainly due to the new variants. Unfortunately 

another new variant, BA 4.6 is showing its head in the 

US, and will likely show up elsewhere. Reports show 

that some treatments are not effective against BA 4.6, 

but no doubt the big pharmaceutical companies are 

tweaking the existing vaccines to neutralize it. 

 

Polio 

Health Canada advises that they hold the Certificate 

of Eradication of polio dating back to 1994. 

They have been monitoring the significant outbreak 

in the USA, and the presence of the polio virus in the 

New York City sewers. And like all communicable 

diseases, the virus does not stop at borders. 

Public Health Canada is considering a sewer testing 

plan as a means to check for early signs of the virus in 

our systems. A program may be launched soon with 

the municipalities. 

 

mailto:info@unionvilleresidents.ca
http://unionvilleresidents.com/
https://unionvilleresidents.com/gc-nov-29-vacant-homes-tax/

