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SATURDAY DECEMBER 3

2:00PM-5:00PM
HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES ON MAIN INCLUDING SHOPPING, DINING,
SANTA PHOTOS, CHRISTMAS TRAIN, PHOTO OPPORTUNITIES,
CHARACTERS, CAROLLERS, AND MORE!
5:00PM-6:00PM
OLDE TYME CHRISTMAS PARADE

VOLUNTEERS WANTED!
EMAIL US INFO@UNIONVILLEINFO.COM

URA Meeting Update

It's coming up to that time of year again, but it’s also
nasty bug season again. We did seriously consider
holding our traditional Christmas reception, but in
light of current York Region guidelines "York Region

Public Health continues to strongly recommend the
use of masks in the three 3Cs, confined spaces, crowds
or in close contact with someone", we have put that
idea on hold. A restaurant buffet reception with food
and drink in hand, and standing chatting, makes mask
wearing tricky! We hope to continue holding member
meetings in person, with masking a much easier
option for a seated audience in a larger venue with no
consumables. Our next member meeting is likely in
January.

Christmas Parade

On a positive note, the Unionville BIA is pleased to
present the Olde Tyme Christmas Festivities & Parade
on Saturday December 3rd, 2022. Festivities on the
closed street will begin at 2pm and continue until
5pm, at which time the parade will begin, ending at
6pm. The parade will start at the south end of the
street at Station Lane and head north to finish at
Carlton Road. To facilitate all this, Main Street
Unionville will be closed from 2 till 6 pm from
Highway 7 to Carlton Road, and Fred Varley Drive
from Main Street to Fonthill Boulevard.


https://www.york.ca/health/covid-19/public-health-safety-measures
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Annual General Meeting Update

The URA held its 2022 Annual General Meeting at the
Unionville OId Library Community Centre on
November 7th 2022. We are pleased to welcome back
as Directors for 2023, Donna Day, Mary Caporusso,
Peter Miasek, Michael Gannon, Gene Genin, Jéska
Zérczi, Roland Hosein, Jeffrey Taylor and Daniele
Ghiculete. We are sorry to see Richard Tranquada,
and Bill Bryans step down, and thank them for their
services to the association. You can read the minutes,
including Presidents, Treasurer and Membership
reports at Meetings. The new Board will meet shortly
to appoint Officers for 2023.

Bill 23

The Ford government has been extremely busy in the
past month regarding land use planning matters, with
no less than 4 major actions:

e Finalized approval of York’s Regional Official Plan,
with 80 changes from the draft submitted by the
Region in July. This includes reclassifying an
additional 60 hectares in Markham from
agricultural to community lands. The changes are
not appealable.

e Bill 23 “More Homes Built Faster Act 2022”. See
below.

e Consultation on removing 3000 hectares of
farmland from the Greenbelt, opening them up to
residential development.

e Bill 39, which will study the best mix of roles and
responsibilities between upper and lower-tier
municipalities, such as York Region and Markham.

Of these, the most urgent is Bill 23, which is slated to
come back to the Legislature for 3rd reading as early
as late November. It proposes massive changes to
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land use planning, including reduction of
development charges and fees for many types of
development, cutting parkland requirements for new
development in half, weakening the power of
conservation  authorities, weakening wetland
protection, weakening heritage building protections,
reducing the role of regional governments in
planning, removing energy efficiency standards for
new buildings and eliminating the right of citizens to
appeal planning matters.

URA has signed onto 2 letters from the Ontario
Greenbelt Alliance and from the Federation of Urban
Neighbourhoods opposing these changes. In addition,
we have submitted comments directly to the Province
opposing the elimination of citizen appeals to the
Ontario Land Tribunal. These comments are available
on our URA website under the Letters Tab.

At the November 22, 2022 Special Council meeting,
Markham City Council adopted the following
resolution (abridged) in response to the More
Homes Built Faster Act, 2022 (Bill 23):

1. That the report dated November 22, 2022 titled
"Comments on the More Homes Built Faster Act, 2022
(Bill 23) and Associated Registry Postings" be
received; and,

2. That the Province of Ontario be requested to
immediately halt the passage of Bill 23; and,

3. That the Province of Ontario be requested to appoint
Members, including municipal representatives, to the
Housing Supply Action Plan Implementation Team in
order to develop a meaningful partnership between
the Province and stakeholders in order to
expeditiously deliver attainable and affordable housing
units; and,

4. That the City of Markham request that the Province
appoint Markham Mayor Frank Scarpitti to the
Housing Supply Action Plan Implementation Team;
and,

http://unionvilleresidents.com/



mailto:info@unionvilleresidents.ca
http://unionvilleresidents.com/
https://unionvilleresidents.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/URA-AGM-Minutes-Nov-07-2022.pdf
https://unionvilleresidents.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/URA-Bill23-PlanningAppeals.pdf
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That the City of Markham not support the proposed
changes to the Planning Act; and,

That the City of Markham not support the proposed
changes to the Development Charges Act, except for
the following:

a. Provisions for affordable and purpose built rental
housing where there is no net impact on municipal
finance as the City of Markham has already
exempted previous subsidized housing projects;
and,

b. DC By-law expiry updated from every 5 years to
every 10 years; and,

c. Requiring municipalities to allocate or spend at
least 60% of development charges reserve
balance of water, wastewater and roads at the
start of each year; and,

That the City of Markham not support the proposed
changes to the Ontario Heritage Act, except for the
following:

a. Requiring the Clerk of a municipality to ensure
that the information included in the register is
accessible to the public on the municipality’s
website; and,

b. Requiring that non-designated property to be
added to the register must meet the criteria for
determining whether the property is of cultural
heritage value or interest if such criteria is
prescribed; and,

c. Enabling the council of a municipality to amend or
repeal a heritage conservation district plan; and,

That the City of Markham not support the proposed
changes to the Conservation Authorities Act; and,

That the City of Markham not support the proposed
changes to the Greenbelt Act; and,

That the City of Markham request York Region
confirm the following:

a. Conveyance of sewage flows to the York Durham
Trunk Sanitary Sewer (YDSS) from municipalities
located in the upper parts of the Region, as
recommended by the Province’s York Region
Wastewater Advisory Panel, will not impact
growth and approvals of developments in
Markham that are located in the YDSS service
area; and,

b. Improvements needed to the YDSS on 16th
Avenue and 9th Line to support growth from

municipalities located in the upper parts of the
Region and from Markham; and,

c. That York Region will continue to assign sufficient
sanitary allocation to Markham to not impede
growth in Markham; and,

d. That infrastructure projects identified to support
growth in Markham will not be deferred or
removed from the Region’s Water and
Wastewater Master Plan; and,

11. That the City of Markham request that the Province
extend the consultation period on Bill 23 and the
Associated Registry Posting to provide more
opportunities for public engagement and consultation
given the magnitude and impact of the proposed
changes; and,

12. That City of Markham staff be directed to prepare a
report outlining an implementation plan, should the
Province not extend the commenting period and
approve Bill 23 and the Associated Registry Postings;
and,

13. That this resolution and report be forwarded to the
Premier of Ontario, York Region Members of
Provincial Parliament, the Minister of Citizenship and
Multiculturalism, the Minister of Environment,
Conservation and Parks, the Minister of Infrastructure,
the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the
Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry, the
Minister of Tourism, Culture and Sport, leaders of the
Opposition, and to the Region of York, as the City of
Markham’s comments on Bill 23 and the Associated
Registry Postings; and,

14. That this report be forwarded to the Association of
Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), the Association of
Municipal Managers, Clerks and Treasurers of Ontario
(AMCTO), and the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities (FCM); and further,

15. That Staff be authorized and directed to do all things
necessary to give effect to this resolution.

For more details see the following links.

Comments on More Homes Built Faster Act 2022 (Bill 23)
and Associated Reqistry Postings - Presentation

City of Markham Comments on More Homes Built Faster
Act 2022 (Bill 23) and Associated Registry Postings
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Road widening of Kennedy Rd
and Warden Ave from Major Mac
to Elgin Mills

The Regional Municipality of York, has issued a Notice
of online open house (#2) for Warden Avenue and
Kennedy Road from Major Mackenzie Drive to Elgin
Mills Road, City of Markham. You are invited to take
part in the second online open house to learn about
the study process, road improvement design options
evaluated, preferred design concepts and next steps.
Open  house available at
york.ca/WardenKennedyStudy and can be viewed
from Friday, November 25, 2022 to Friday, January 6,
2023. Share your comments through the online open
house feedback form or send them to
transportation@york.ca by Friday, January 6, 2023.
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Settlement Reached with Aryeh
Construction Lid.

Aryeh owns the property at 8293 and 8303 Warden
Ave, about 200 meters south of the Highway
7/Warden intersection. The property has a long
history reaching back to 2011. In 2019, the owner
filed for a zoning bylaw amendment with Markham,
and subsequently appealed to the Ontario Land
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Tribunal as the City failed to make a timely decision.
URA was granted party status in the OLT hearing.

On October 24, 2022, the City and Aryeh announced
a settlement. The ZBA settlement establishes two
residential towers of 42 and 45 storeys on an 8 storey
podium, with a total of 833 residential units. There
are also 3 park blocks — 1 terra firma and 2 strata —
and a road block enabling extension of Rougeside
Promenade westward to Warden to connect with
Clegg Rd. The tower heights and unit count are

consistent with the draft concept Secondary Plan for
Markham Centre.

URA had previously identified 6 issues for the OLT
hearing, all of which had been covered in the City’s
list of 27 issues. In view of the City’s settlement, URA
has viewed it reasonable to accept a settlement on
the same terms. The remaining OLT party, Markham

Centre Landowners Group, has also settled on the
same terms.

http://unionvilleresidents.com/
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