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Please Join Us For Our May 2023 

Member’s Meeting 

Date:  May 30th 2023 (Tuesday) 

Time:  7:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

Venue:    Online Zoom Meeting 

Topics:    Meet our Mayor Frank Scarpitti.  

 

As previously reported, the next URA Members & 

Subscribers Meeting will take place via Zoom on 

Tuesday May 30th at 7pm. Mayor Frank Scarpitti has 

once again kindly accepted our invitation to be the 

keynote speaker. The Mayor will give a brief 

statement, followed by answers to a few questions 

provided in advance by the URA Board, and will then 

take questions, time permitting, from members 

attending. Details of how to join the meeting will 

follow later. 

Some subjects to be covered include, Loss of 

Thursday Night at the Bandstand, No Right Turn on 

Red (NRTOR), Affordable Housing, Provincial Changes 

in Growth Management, Progress Towards Net Zero, 

and Foreign Interference in Municipal Elections 

including Markham.  

Unionville Festival 

The URA will once again be operating a booth at the 

Unionville Festival on Saturday June 3rd. We hope the 

weather will cooperate. Drop by and say hello and let 

us know what you think about the URA, and 

Unionville and/or Markham issues.  
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Thursday Nights At The 

Bandstand 

The volunteer organizers of this hugely popular event 

are not doing it this year.  One of the issues was the 

increased cost of street closures, costing about $5000 

per night.  Another issue was the amount of work 

involved for volunteers. The City has shown no 

interest in taking this event over, despite its 

popularity.  With groups like Destination Markham 

looking for great events, the City looking to support 

more culture, and the iconic nature of Unionville 

Main Street, is there some way to save Thursday 

Night at the Bandstand? 

 

 

Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw 

Update 

As stated in the URA e-blast of April 23, DSC 

(Development Services Committee, City of Markham) 

will be hosting a hybrid meeting on May 9 at 7:00 pm 

to provide an update on the project to amalgamate 

and update the dozens of existing zoning bylaws in 

Markham into one comprehensive zoning bylaw 

(CZBL). Details at YourVoiceMarkham. 

This city project has been underway since 2015 and 

has been closely tracked by URA since then. We last 

met with staff in Fall, 2021. Our biggest issues over 

the years have been: 

 Ensuring that new infill development is 
sympathetic to the established character of 
existing neighbourhoods, while still allowing 

some gentle intensification. This guidance is badly 
needed, as dozens of homes in Unionville are 
redeveloped each year. The bylaw must control 
such parameters as lot coverage, setbacks, 
heights, frontages. 

 Controlling the angular plane to 45 degrees max 
when new mid- or high-rise development abuts 
low-rise residential 

 Controlling the amount of hard landscaping on a 
residential property, for example, when owners 
pave over their front yard to make a parking pad 

 Instituting a zoning regime that permits as-of-
right regulated secondary suites, garden suites 
and duplexes in residential buildings 

 Allowing regulated rooming houses in selected 
areas, such as intensification areas. This need 
arose largely from the need for regulated student 
housing proximate to York University 

 Legalizing short term accommodations (STAs) like 
Air BnB under a licensing regime 
 

It appears that the draft CZBL fulfills the first four of 

these issues. As is currently the case, rooming houses 

or STAs would not be permitted in any zone in 

Markham. 

 

 

Public Survey Results on 

Provincial Changes to Land Use 

Planning 

Readers will recall that URA distributed a province-

wide survey by SPR Associates in January, covering 

new provincial actions targeted towards affordable 

housing. These included Bill 23 and changes to the 

Greenbelt. 

mailto:info@unionvilleresidents.ca
http://unionvilleresidents.com/
https://yourvoicemarkham.ca/zoningbylaw
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Over 6,000 Ontarians across many sectors answered 

the survey. The results are now published and show 

huge public concern: 

 81% of respondents called for the repeal of Bill 23 
and for an ethics review of government actions 

 78% believe the government’s measures will have 
no impact on affordable housing which is 
desperately needed in Ontario 
 

For further information, contact the survey 

organizers at ted.harvey@spr.ca. 

 

Construction Update – 16th 

Avenue/Kennedy Road  

Residents may be wondering about the status of 

construction work at this intersection. A notice 

published by York Region indicates that minor work is 

still needed and is slated to be completed by mid July, 

2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

Successful Earth Day Tree 

Planting Event 

On Earth Day, Saturday April 22, over 100 volunteers 

from Unionville and surroundings put on rain gear 

and helped plant 500 trees and scrubs in the 

northwest part of Toogood Pond Park. 

The event was organized by Ontario Streams, an 

environmental charity dedicated to the conservation 

and rehabilitation of streams and wetlands, through 

education and community involvement. 

 

 

Clear the Air! Recycle Your 

Mower! 

The City of Markham, in partnership with RYOBI™ and 

Home Depot Canada are working together to Clear 

the Air! 

From March 30 to May 21, bring your old gas-

powered or electric lawn mower to any of Markham’s 

four recycling depots for recycling. In exchange, you 

will receive an instant rebate for $50 off the purchase 

of a select RYOBI™ lawn mower, to be redeemed at 

any of the three Home Depot locations in Markham. 

As an added bonus, eligible purchases will receive a 

RYOBI™ outdoor tool for free! (valued up to $300, 

battery not included). Please remember to empty the 

gas tank prior to recycling. Learn more: Clear the Air 

mailto:info@unionvilleresidents.ca
http://unionvilleresidents.com/
mailto:ted.harvey@spr.ca
https://www.york.ca/transportation/roads/road-construction-schedule
https://www.ontariostreams.on.ca/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.markham.ca%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fhome%2Fneighbourhood-services%2Frecycling-garbage%2Fservices%2Frecycling-depots&data=05%7C01%7C%7C5d44de013bd64f17e80f08db3dd973af%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638171776588817485%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LwWdKrGna9BYyS8ZOMfu6EDwrHmmLFl%2BIGxuwvy0WYA%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fryobicleartheair.ca%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C5d44de013bd64f17e80f08db3dd973af%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638171776588817485%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IySBLMdR0bmE9xsq7wPFzGR1FBbnrlBZjjl%2FzTkxPOs%3D&reserved=0

