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URA Members Meeting Minutes
Monday, January 09, 2023
PanAm Centre

URA Directors:

Donna Day, Mary Caporusso, Peter Miasek, Michael Gannon, Gene Genin, Jeffrey Taylor, Roland
Hosein and Daniela Ghiculete

Elected Officials:
e Councillors: Reid McAlpine and Jim Jones

Guest Presenters:
e Graham Churchill - Director, Federation of Neighbourhoods, Ontario

Attendance: Approximately 21 members & guests.
1. Call to Order & President’s Introduction (Mike Gannon)

URA President, Mike Gannon, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Mike welcomed members,
officials, and guests.

2. Urban Neigbourhoods (Graham Churchill)

Graham Churchill discussed the urban planning challenges resulting from the GTA region’s
extraordinary growth. Considering the housing development options of “sprawl, tall of infill”, Graham
discussed the trade-offs:

e Inthe GTA’s situation, sprawl adds to traffic congestion and risks Greenbelt degradation. The
role of the Greenbelt is particularly important to the GTA because it is a major watershed and
aquifer i.e., the source of water for surrounding communities. The sprawl approach puts this
environmentally sensitive area at risk.

e Tall buildings, for the most part, do not build communities. As a result, residents’ mental health
is compromised. To mitigate mental health issues high-density development needs green space,
active places for social interaction and well-lit, safe neighbourhoods.



e Aninfill approach risks not-in-my-backyard (NIMBYism) where residents resist development
because of increased traffic and changes to the character of the neighbourhood. The
construction of small apartment blocks that fit into the neighbourhood works to protect the
character of the community.

e The GTA’s forecasted level of growth demands a comprehensive plan to avoid the downsides of
sprawl, high-density and infill.

3. Councillor Update (Reid McAlpine)

Councillor Reid McAlpine provided an update on Bill 23 and its impact on Markham. Bill 23 includes the
following changes:

e Greenbelt land is rezoned for development.

e Certain “whitebelt” land - i.e., zone commercial, are blocked for development until 2051.

e Development and community benefit charges, levied by Markham, are removed in most cases.

e Parkland credit reduced by 50% for low-density and reduced to 10% for high-density
development. Fully removed for affordable housing.

e Conservation authorities, such as the TRCA, are no longer allowed to comment on development
applications.

e Time allowed for the designation of heritage buildings is reduced.

e Inclusionary zoning changes now permit two units in any single-family home and construction
of three-unit buildings is allowed on any property.

e The York Region no longer has a role in planning. As a result, planning for complex items, like
water and sewage systems, is delegated to each municipality.

4. Membership Matters

No membership reports were presented.

5. Committee Reports & Focus Topics

No committee reports were presented.

6. New Business

No new business items presented.

7. Meeting Adjournment

President, Mike Gannon adjourned the meeting at 8:55 pm.



