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Please Keep an Eye Out for the
Announcement of Our Next
Member’s Meeting

The URA board will take a break in July and August
and will announce the next meeting early September.
We will still be checking the URA email, so please send
us your questions, requests and comments.

Unionville Festival

The Unionville Festival was a success this year with
great weather and many visitors both Saturday and
Sunday.

We would like to thank the URA members and
subscribers who came to visit our booth.
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Mayor in the news

Thank you to all who attended our meeting with guest
speaker Mayor Scarpitti on May 30th. As usual a lively
discussion took place, and we sincerely thank the
Mayor for participating. You can see a list of some of
the questions covered at Meetings on the URA web
site.

You may have seen reports about Mayor Scarpitti’s
proposal to turn the whole of York Region into one
City. This issue of how to best govern York Region was
previously raised by the province in 2019. We (URA)
are on record as having significant concerns with
amalgamation to one city. The URA made a
deputation to the provincial task force. Our main
concerns were that promised cost savings will not
materialize due to wages or service levels being
harmonized upwards, very different levels of reserve
funds in current municipalities, with Markham having
good reserves, and more restrictive and
geographically challenging access to local councilors
and staff, which we value greatly.To read our
deputation click here, to read our letter to the Minister
click here, and to read our opinion piece in the
Economist and Sun, click here.

We do think that the question of governance in York
Region is worth reviewing to see if any efficiencies can
be achieved. Both levels of government (region and
local) are involved today with for example,
emergency services, transportation, housing, and
planning, which can be confusing. The Province is also
getting more directly involved in local planning
decisions.
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Settlement Reached with
Scardred 7 Company

Since 2021 URA has expressed concerns with
SCARDRED 7 Company’s proposal for the southern
portion of their property at 4038 and 4051 Highway 7
(former White Rose Nursery) regarding an 11-storey
mixed use apartment building with 450 residential
units and a FSI of 5.2.

After two years of unsuccessful negotiations with the
City of Markham, the applicant appealed the OPA and
ZBA to the Ontario Land Tribunal. URA was granted
Party status at the proceedings.

On June 1st, 2023 the Tribunal approved a
settlement which revised the Proposed Development
to include: a mixed-use residential building with a
maximum height of 12-storeys or 45 metres, a
minimum outdoor amenity space of 2.0 m2/unit and
a maximum of 570 dwelling units.

The majority of URA’s issues were satisfied, as
summarized below:

e Following our request that the proposed 45-
degrees maximum angular plane should be met
from residences to the north of the
development, a maximum of only 2-storeys are
allowed facing Alfredo Street (North of the
Subject Lands). Since the City of Markham has no
such policies or guidelines regarding getting the
45 degrees, we believe that this OLT decision is a
useful precedent for negotiations regarding
future building proposals in Markham.

e We had listed the need to have adequate
parkland as an issue. However, the City and URA
independently concluded that there is sufficient
parkland in the area, and that 100% cash-in lieu
is appropriate. This is still under negotiation
between Scardred and the City. This may prove
to be a tough negotiation, as unfortunately the
approved Bill 23 caps the amount of parkland

http://unionvilleresidents.com/
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developers are required to provide to 50% of
previous requirements (see below).

e Another key point for URA was the inclusion of
affordable housing units. The settlement
requires that 2% of the 570 dwelling units should
qualify as affordable housing. (Bill 23 defines
affordable housing as “a residential unit for
which rent is 80 per cent or less of the average
market rent, or the price is 80 per cent or less of
the average purchase price”).

The Scardred settlement is the first that URA has been
involved with since the passage of Bill 23 in late
2022. One of the biggest impacts of this Bill is the
parkland dedication formula. For the interest of
readers, the details are summarized below.

Bill 23 amends the Planning Act by reducing or
establishing maximums for parkland dedication
requirements. To lower the costs associated with the
construction of affordable housing, the amendments
establish a maximum amount of land required to be
conveyed for development or redevelopment that will
include affordable residential units, attainable
residential units or residential units required to be
affordable pursuant to an inclusionary zoning by-law.
In addition, where the alternative rates for parkland
dedication are used, amendments are made that:

e Establish the maximum alternative rate for
parkland dedication to one hectare for each 600
net residential units proposed or at such lesser
rate as may be determined by the municipality
for the conveyance of land and one hectare per
1,000 units for cash-in-lieu; and

e Cap the alternative dedication rate at (a) where
land proposed for development or redevelopment
is 5 hectares or less in area, 10% of the land or
value of the land, as the case may be, and (b)
where land proposed for development or
redevelopment is greater than 5 hectares in area,
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15% of the land or the value of the land, as the
case may be. “

Results of URA Festival Survey,
June 2023

The URA Board of Directors conducted a survey of
people who visited our booth at the recent Unionville
Festival. They were given a list of 17 current issues
and asked to identify their Top 5. About 40
completed surveys were collected, with 70% of
respondents indicating they lived in Unionville, and a
further 22% indicating they lived in another part of
Markham. About 60% had minimal or no familiarity
with URA prior to the booth visit.

Although every issue garnered votes, six issues were
most important to more people as shown in the chart
below with the percentage of respondents selecting
the issue as one of their Top 5.

Issue % Top 5

Traffic (congestion, road widenings, 65
safety)

Managing development and growth 62
Preservation of farmland and green space 57
Parks and trails 46
Housing affordability 43
Climate change mitigation 41

The survey results are similar, but not identical, to
those obtained at last year’s festival. Two issues
moved up in importance: parks and trails, and
climate change mitigation. Two issues moved
down: revitalization of Main Street Unionville
(possibly because the project is fully approved,
designed and ready to start) and property taxes.

http://unionvilleresidents.com/
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Bylaw Enforcement Review

URA has long been concerned with the state of bylaw
enforcement in Markham. Markham has over 60
bylaws, with the ones of greatest interest to residents
covering topics like:

e Unkempt private properties (eg empty houses
not maintained, waste storage)

e |lllegal signs

e lllegal parking

e lllegal rooming houses and short term
accommodations (under zoning bylaw)

e Excessive noise

e |lllegal tree removal

e Construction issues, such as noise, dust, hours of
work, dirt on roads

Our concerns relate to 4 main areas: enforcement
action is reactive, not proactive (ie rely on complaints
to open a file); time lines too lengthy to get action;
penalty fees are too small to act as a deterrent; any
matter going to court has extremely lengthy timelines
and inadequate penalties.

Markham has just completed a bylaw enforcement
service delivery review. An external consultant was
engaged to review opportunities for improved service
delivery including reviewing internal procedures,
reviewing technology and benchmarking versus other
municipalities. A large number of recommendations
were made and accepted by Council. Three of these
are of greatest interest to URA:

e Expand use of Administrative Monetary Penalties
(AMPs) to a broader range of infractions. AMPs
are currently used only for parking
infractions. Thes would allow fines to be
imposed soon after a Caution Notice, which
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would shorten time frames and increase bylaw
officer efficiency.

e Institute a Self/Complainant Registry portal,
allowing the complainant to provide status
updates on the issue.

e Shift service model to more proactive versus
reactive actions.

Main Sireet Unionville Public Art
Program Approved

As readers know, Unionville Main Street is slated for
a major revitalization, with most of the construction
planned for 2024. One item that has remained under
the radar is the public art program planned in
conjunction with the revitalization. Markham has
approved a $562K art program for the street which
includes:

e 15 artistic metal grates for the new trees to be
planted on the east side of Main St.

e Permanent art object in small plaza on east side
between #177 and #185

e Embankment garden from plaza to East Lane

e Constructing a walkway from base of east stairs
through parking lot to East Lane trailhead

http://unionvilleresidents.com/
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Thursday Nights at the Bandstand
Are Back

The popular event is back thanks to the support of
many community members and the collaboration of
the BIA and the City of Markham.

Read an article about it here.
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Epic Eagles
Eagles Tribute
AUGUST 31 -
Simply the Best
Tina Turner Tribute x
Night Fever
Bee Gees Tribute

Magic of Motown
Motown Tribute

The 2023 Music Series at the Millennium Bandstand
on historic Main Street Unionville is presented by
unionvillepresents.com
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