Dear Members & Subscribers,

Although City business slows down over the summer, your board continues to monitor and participate in
issues of interest to our members. Here are some highlights:

Thursday Nights At The Bandstand. Yes its back! The very popular TNAB free concerts at the Unionville
Bandstand were under threat due to a requirement for more funding to cover road safety, some of it is
covered but donations are still needed. Here is a message from the Unionville BIA “Thanks to the
community and the petition that was delivered and received at the City of Markham, support for some costs
have been found. As this year’s events are now back ‘ON’ albeit slightly later than usual, the organizers are
struggling to raise the necessary funds to cover the full cost of all the musicians, sound, lighting, and support
services. As such they are having to reach out to the community for a bit of support. If you have enjoyed
the events and would like to support Thursday Nights at the Bandstand, please consider a small denotation.
Any amount helps”.

To donate please visit www.gofundme.com/thursday-nights-at-the-bandstand-2023. See you all there in a
few weeks starting from August 3, 2023, with “ABBA Revisited”.

Citywide Parking Strategy. The City has reached out to Ratepayer Associations to help spread the word
about a project to update the City’s approach to parking, and is looking for your input. “We want to
understand how parking affects the way you travel around the City. Stay engaged and contribute to the
conversation! Please register online at markham.ca/ParkingStrateqy to receive project updates and share
your ideas!”

You can also engage directly with City Staff at one of the following 3 pop up events across the City:

e July 27,12 pm to 4 pm, Thornhill Community Centre
e August 3,3 pm to 7 pm, Cornell Community Centre
e August 10, 3 pm to 7 pm, Milliken Mills Community Centre

Markville Mall Redevelopment. The development of the Markville Secondary Plan (including the Mall
and surrounding areas, see June 2022 URA newsletter, and more recent news at
www.markham.ca/markville) is of concern to many residents. Concerns focus on the high planned
population (40,000 — 50,000), as indicated at the latest public meeting, and lack of social and physical
infrastructure. A 1000+ signature resident petition has been submitted to Council. Simultaneously,
Cadillac Fairview, the largest property owner, has submitted a development application for their lands with

14 new mid/high rise towers, parks and retention of the shopping centre. URA has met with other
adjacent resident associations and we are requesting private meetings with city staff to discuss our
concerns in detail.

Markham Centre Secondary Plan. At a DSC meeting in July, City staff presented its Recommended

Development Concept. Essentially an update from earlier plans. The concept now assumes 113,000 total
population and 69,000 jobs, a slight increase versus previous plans. Community structure is unchanged,
with Enterprise Blvd as the main street, and about 8 neighbourhood hubs. Civic facilities, 7 new school
sites and 65 hectares of parkland and open spaces are identified. The next steps include developing the
policy framework and holding a statutory public meeting. URA will stay closely involved.


https://unionvilleinfo.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1951122ee5105b07373b49ddb&id=e9b496b183&e=ad79f6d092
https://unionvilleinfo.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1951122ee5105b07373b49ddb&id=40e493cef9&e=ad79f6d092
https://yourvoicemarkham.ca/markham-citywide-parking-strategy
http://www.markham.ca/markville

Union City South. Metropia has submitted a development application for this site, just east of the GO
tracks south of Enterprise Blvd. It is the companion development to “Union City North” on the north side
of Enterprise, currently under construction. URA did not object to the North project, as it is consistent
with the development concept in the upcoming Secondary Plan. The South application consists of 6
residential towers 35 to 49 storeys and 10,000 sq m. of non-residential floor space. The development is
complicated by the presence of a large underground sewer, the need for a VIVA busway and the need for
elevation change to accommodate a road overpass over the tracks. URA will continue to follow closely.

Buttonville Airport. Although not in our Ward, this site is of interest to many. Airport operations will cease
November 30. The property owner, Cadillac Fairview (CF), has submitted an application to build 2.8 million
sq. ft. (11 single-storey buildings) for exclusive industrial use. This is a surprise versus previous plans for
high density mixed use. URA does not object to the CF plan. The local jobs are good to have, and the site
is far away from any existing or planned rapid transit and therefore not suitable for high density residential.
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