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URA Members Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, May 30, 2023
Video Conference

URA Directors:

Donna Day, Mary Caporusso, Michael Gannon, Gene Genin, Jeffrey Taylor, Roland Hosein and Daniela
Ghiculete

Elected Officials:
e Mayor: Frank Scarpitti
e Councillor: Reid McAlpine

Attendance: Approximately 27 members & guests.
1. Call to Order & President’s Introduction (Mike Gannon)

URA President, Mike Gannon, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Mike welcomed members,
officials, and guests.

2. Mayors Annual Message to the URA Members (Frank Scarpitti, Mayor, City of Markham)

In his opening remarks, Mayor Scarpitti reiterated the problems with the current development
planning process and the extent to which Bill 23 affects Markham’s housing plans and capital budget.
Specifically:

a. Markham is tasked with building 44,000 new homes over the next 10 years. The challenge is
that Bill 23 strips a municipality’s ability to charge builder with development fees.
Development fees go towards paying for infrastructure like water and sewers. Bill 23 strips
Markham of $136M annual revenue. As a result, property taxes and water rates are scheduled
to rise to offset the loss.

b. Bill 23 also reduces parkland allocation. The previous parkland determination formula was one
hectare for 2,000 residents. A hectare is 10,000 square meters. The revised allocation is
comparable to the size of a tennis court (approximately 2,000 square meters) for the same
number of residents.



c. Regarding affordable housing, Bill 23 removes the definition of “affordable”. The implications
are that developers will not be obliged to include affordable homes in their projects. Currently
Markham has approved 112 affordable units, 340 market rental units and 122 secondary
suites.

d. Markham’s goal is to achieve “net zero” emissions by 2050. Markham District Energy, roof-top
solar and residential geo-thermal are key initiatives currently underway. Installation of twenty
additional electric vehicle charging stations is planned.

e. The mayor reiterated his objections to a lobbyist registry. The key concern is ineffectiveness
since nefarious actors will not comply with the need to register.

f. The early feedback on vacant home taxation, in places like Toronto and Vancouver, is that the
implementation is not meeting expectations. As a result, the mayor is reluctant to implement it
in Markham and will wait on a study being conducted by York Region.

3. Membership Matters

No membership reports were presented.

4. Committee Reports & Focus Topics

No committee reports were presented.

5. New Business

No new business items presented.

6. Meeting Adjournment

President, Mike Gannon adjourned the meeting at 8:10 pm.



