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URA Members Meeting Minutes
Monday, February 05, 2024
Unionville Train Station

URA Directors:
Donna Day, Jéska Zérczi, Michael Gannon, Roland Hosein, Daniela Ghiculete, Peter Miasek, and Gene
Genin

Elected Officials:
Ward 3 Councillor, Reid McAlpine

Attendance: Approximately fourteen members and guests.
1. Call to Order & President’s Introduction (Joska Zérczi)

URA President, Jéska Zérczi, called the meeting to order at 7:05pm. Jéska welcomed members,
officials, and guests.

2. Approval of January 2024 Members’ Meeting Minutes
The January 9, meeting minutes were distributed prior to the meeting. Members did not have
additions or changes. The meeting minutes stand approved as read

3. Board of Directors Vacancy — Member’s Vote

To fill a vacancy, members unanimously approved Ms. Stella Yu appointment to the URA’s Board of
Directors.

4. Membership Matters (Donna Day)

No membership reports were presented.



5. Committee Reports & Focus Topics

Hilton Hotel Redevelopment Proposal (Peter Miasek)

City staff recommended approval of Hilton’s redevelopment proposal despite noncompliance with
the recommended development concept in Markham Centre’s secondary plan. The Development
Services Committee (DSC) has referred the proposal to the Unionville sub-committee.

Why Staff support a proposal that does not comply with the secondary plan remains unanswered
and puts into question other planning decisions. In this case, City Staff’s recommendation to
approve the proposal will likely bias the outcome of any Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT) appeal.

6. Councillor Update (Reid McAlpine)

Markham 2024 Budget

Reid McAlpine described the impact of the newly enacted “Strong mayor powers and duties”
regulation on Markham’s 2024 budgeting process. The provincial government introduced this change
in December 2022 as part of its Better Municipal Governance Act, 2022. Two key changes enabled by
the new regulation are the implementation of a 30-day budget review period and the need for two-
thirds of all council members’ votes to override a mayor’s veto.

Budget process highlights:

The capital budget, versus the operating budget, gets more council attention and review
because of the greater impact on Markham’s outlook. The operating budget, on the other
hand, attracts less attention because changes tend to be affected by administrative items such
as contracted service delivery rates, e.g., garbage pickup.

A substantive change to the 2024 budgeting process was reduced time allocated to Councillor
input and review. For example, rather than starting the 2024 budget review process in
September 2023, the budget was not disclosed to council until January 2024.

Councillor input to the budget was requested in December, however, the decision-making
process was not disclosed. As a result, there was no visibility to the items excluded from the
budget.

For 2024, Markham’s property taxes will go up by three percent. Notable for 2024, was a 30
percent reduction in the contribution to the capital reserve. Previous contribution rates were
around one percent whereas the new contribution rate is seven-tenths of a percent. The
rationale and implications for this rate change are not currently known. The capital reserve is a
pool of funds used to maintain assets such as roads and City buildings.

A longer-term risk to Markham’s budget is the impact of reduced development charges enacted
in Bill 23. Currently revenue from development charges is used to fund community amenities, in
new developments, such as recreation centers. If the ability to levy development charges is
eliminated, as currently legislated, then funding will have to be sourced elsewhere.

Specific highlights from the 2024 budget:

The reconstruction of Unionville Main Street is in the 2024 plan. Construction, starting on the
east side is scheduled to start in late summer of 2024.



No additional funds for by-law enforcement.

Additional traffic cameras were not budgeted. A barrier to expanded use is additional operating
costs related to integration with provincial systems needed for ticket processing.

Funding for the bridge crossing the 404, north of 16™ Avenue, is included.

Acquisition of properties along Elgin Mills for road widening.

Trail expansion in Markham Centre.

Addition of pickleball lines to existing tennis courts in south Unionville.

IT investment in financial systems and a new customer relationship management (CRM) system.
To be clarified is funding of off-leash dog park pilot projects.

Other Ward 3 topics:

Negotiations for accessing the federal “Housing Accelerator” funds continue. The stumbling
block is the four units-per-lot prerequisite. Markham’s current by-law permits three units-per-
lot.

Even though some Ministerial Zoning Orders (MZOs) were cancelled as result of the Greenbelt
scandal, the high-density Langstaff Road (Bridge Station) and Highway 7 (High Tech Station)
redevelopment MZO are proceeding.

For Cadillac Fairview’s proposed Markville Mall redevelopment, City staff are conducting a road
capacity study.

For the stretch of Carlton Road between Kennedy Road and McCowan Road a public
consultation is being held on traffic calming options. This section of road has four lanes and is
heavily used to access the high school located at McCowan and Carlton.

7. New Business

No new business items were presented.

8. Meeting Adjournment

President, Joska Zérczi adjourned the meeting at 8:45pm.



